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The two not-for-profit 
cooperatives plan to study the 
benefits of combining forces 

to improve service 
and efficiency for members

Details on page 8



The Cooperative Desk

March Events.......Feb 1
April Events...........Mar 1
May Events..........April 1

June Events........May 1
July Events.........June 1
August Events.....July 1

I heard about the Rate Wattcher program 
where members can see the day-ahead pricing
and control their usage accordingly. When 
will this program begin?
Right now, we are in the process of aligning 
all the details. The Rate Wattcher program will launch in the 
fall of 2012 and end December 31, 2015. The program is a 
3-year study, limited to the first 125 members who sign up. 
More information and an enrollment form can be obtained 
by contacting the Cooperative at (800) 232-4797.

Thank you so much for your generous donation of $500.00 
to the Schuyler County Food Basket. The volunteers of the 
Schuyler County Food Basket, along with the help of many 
charitable people like you, serve approximately 210 
less-fortunate families every month throughout the Schuyler 
County Area. Donations such as yours will allow this 
service to continue. Thank you again for your generosity.
Sincerely,
Ron Herr, President of Schuyler County Food Basket

We would like to take this time to thank you for the 
opportunity to purchase musical instruments for our 
young children. By providing a greater variety of musical 
instruments at a young age, we can better meet the needs 
of our children by encouraging their language, social-
emotional, and motor development.
Sincerely,
Jeris Grim, Program Director
Cheerful Home Child Care & Early Learning Center 

What are the deadlines for Penny Power grant applications?
Penny Power applications are reviewed quarterly. Grant 
applications are due the first Monday in January, April, July 
and December. The next deadline is Monday, April 2.

(Editor’s Note: A Live Line Demo was held at Vatterott 
College to teach ways to stay safe around electricity.)
I’ve heard nothing but raves about Kyle’s program; both 
from students and faculty. Thanks for the opporunity to host 
the event on our campus!
Warm Regards,
Michael Denum, Campus Director
Vatterott College
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by Jim Thompson PE, General Manager
During the fall of 2011, Adams Electric Cooperative conducted a Member 
Survey to determine member satisfaction, perception about the Cooperative’s 
performance, attitudes regarding energy efficiency and renewable energy, 
appliance and energy end-use market shares, housing characteristics, technology 
use, communications and marketing opportunities and demographics. The last 
survey members completed was in 2009.
 The American Customer Satisfaction Index (ACSI) is an indicator that 
measures satisfaction of consumers across the United States.  The index provides 

a good benchmark on how we are performing compared to other utilities. The results of the 
survey showed your Cooperative performing very well. We scored an 85 compared to the national 
average of 75 for electric utilities and an average of 79 for Illinois electric cooperatives.
 Members indicated they have a very high overall satisfaction level with the Cooperative 
with 89% being somewhat 
or very satisfied. Among 
the drivers of overall 
satisfaction, respondents 
gave the Cooperative the 
highest ratings for having 
knowledgeable employees, 
reliable electric service, 
prompt outage response and 
excellent customer service 
all of which were higher than 
the overall satisfaction level 
of 89 percent. On the graph 
at right, your Cooperative is 
identified as number nine.
 Providing good value will be a key to increasing 
member satisfaction. Members scored us lower in 
charging reasonable rates (62%) and doing all it can 
to hold down electric costs (70%). However, more 
respondents say they obtain good value for their 
money (76%). An increasing number of respondents 
now say electricity is more economical (a better 
value) than other household expenses.
 Communication with members is very 
important. Frequent readership of the Adams Outlet 
among respondents increased from 59.8% in 2007, 
75.7% in 2009 and 78.0% in 2011. On the graph 
below, your Cooperative is, again, number nine.

 The Cooperative included 
two custom questions on 
the storm that crippled our 
system on June 27, 2011. 
Our goal was to determine 
what media sources are the 
best way to keep members 
notified during major storms 
and to determine how we 
performed handling member 
outage calls. The two graphs 
at the bottom left illustrate 
members’ responses:
 We are glad to see such 
positive results from our 
members and appreciate 
you taking time to complete 
the survey. The survey 
provides us with valuable 
information on how we are 
performing and where we 
can improve to provide even 
better member service.  The 
employees of Adams Electric 
take great pride in serving 
the membership and want to 
exceed the expectations of 
those we serve.

Board of Directors:
President
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy
Vice President
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Secretary
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Richard King .................. Huntsville
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
George Schneider ................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
Director
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

Member Satisfaction
Survey Results

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson

www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative

is committed to exceeding
the expectations

of those we serve!”

Rate Wattcher

The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!

Click on our link at: 

www.adamselectric.coop

Surge Protection

Take control of your electricity 

by becoming a. . .

For more information, 

call (800) 232-4797

Facebook

One lightning strike is all it takes todamage expensive household equipment.Are you protecting your investments?Whole House Surge Protection$6.99/mo. plus installation*
Call Adams Electric at (800) 232-4797 for details.*Whole House Surge Protection protects your heating and cooling equipment and “standard white appliances” (i.e. refrigerator, freezer, washer, dryer). Point-of-use strips are recommended for items such as your television, stereo, and computer.

Rebates

Adams Electric Cooperative’s long-time rebate program for geothermal, air-to-air heat pumps, other primary electric heating systems, and electric water heatersEnds April 1, 2012.
If you are in the process of installing one of these systems, call Adams Electric before April 1.

The Cooperative will be closed
Friday, April 6
for Good Friday.



Four Local Students Will Tour 
Washington, D.C.

Four area high school sophomores or 
juniors will win an all-expense paid 
trip to Washington, D.C., June 15-22, 
2012, in an annual contest sponsored 
by Adams Electric Cooperative and 
Adams Telephone Co-Operative.
 Interested students from local 
schools completed a short answer ap-
plication. A total of 17 students will be 
attending Illinois Electric and Telephone 
Youth Day in Springfield on March 28. 
Nine students will represent Adams 
Electric Cooperative and eight students 
will represent Adams Telephone Co-Op-
erative during a visit to the state capitol, 
the old capitol building and the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Museum. 
 At the conclusion of Youth Day, 
judges from the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives will interview the 
applicants. Two winners will be selected 
for each cooperative for an 8-day all-
expense paid trip to Washington, D.C. 
in June. One alternate will be named for 
each cooperative in case one of the win-
ners is unable to attend.
 The four winners of Youth Day will 
spend one week in Washington, D.C., 
visiting places of historical interest, as 
well as members of Congress, and get-
ting a firsthand view of our government 
in action. Students will also learn more 
about the important role cooperatives 
play in our nation.
 Students invited to represent Adams 
Electric Cooperative and Adams Tele-
phone Co-Operative at the “Illinois 
Electric & Telephone Cooperative Youth 
Day” in Springfield are: Hannah Cross 
and Zach Fuqua of Brown County High 
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Photo by Jake McGuire

School, Tyler Clevenger, Stephanie 
Dearwester, Emery Gronewold, 
Anthony Holtschlag, MaKenna 
Merritt, and Kurt Schuster of 
Central High School, Kirstyn Durazzo 
of Griggsville/Perry High School, 
Montanna Neisen 
and Tyler Ormond of 
Liberty High School, 
Stephanie Nelson, 
Michael Sprague, and 
Audrey Zanger of 
Payson Seymour High 
School, Lucas Watson 
of Quincy Notre Dame 
High School, Eduardo 
Zabala of Rushville-In-
dustry High School, and 
Kassie Henry of South-
eastern High School. 
(No applications were re-
ceived from Meredosia/
Chambersburg, Quincy 
Christian, Quincy Senior 
High, Unity or Warsaw Schools.)
 This year marks the 53rd year of 
the Youth to Washington program. 
Adams Electric Cooperative has been 
sending students to Washington, D.C. 
since 1959. Adams Telephone joined the 
program in 2004. Today, approximately 
2,000 students from 42 cooperatives 
across the United States meet at our 
nation’s capital each summer. The 
2012 Youth to Washington winners will 
be announced following Youth Day in 
Springfield.
 For more information about Youth 
Tour, contact Laura Dotson at Adams 
Electric at (800) 232-4797.

Do you know a high 
school student who 
would make a good 

candidate for the 
Youth Tour contest?

Students must be a sophomore or 
junior in the fall of 2012 to be eligible 
for the 2013 Youth Tour contest. 

Send us his/her name and address to: 
Attn: Laura, Adams Electric Coopera-
tive, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, IL 
62320, by email at: ldotson@adams-
electric.coop, or include a note with 
your electric bill! We will add his/her 
name to our mailing list.

Take Control 
of How & When You Use Electricity
Adams Electric Cooperative will be implementing the 
Rate Wattcher Residential Smart Grid RTP (real time 
pricing) Pilot Program. During the 3-year study, 
enrollees will pay for electricity based on wholesale 
market day-ahead pricing. The Cooperative hopes to 
determine member reactions to this type of rate structure. 
Will members vary their usage patterns based on the 
hourly price of electricity?
 As a member of a cooperative, you are used to a rate class 
that limits exposure to the extreme variations in rates which 
can result from time of day or the season during which the 
electricity is used. The price of electricity varies from hour to 
hour based on wholesale market prices. As a participant in the 
Rate Wattcher program, the price you pay for electricity will 
depend on the time of day it is used. This price may be higher 
or lower than the rate you’re currently paying.  
 Participants in this program are still required to pay a 
monthly facility charge, a transmission and distribution charge 
in addition to the hourly price per kWh. (The transmission 
and distribution charges are ordinarily bundled in your 
standard rate.) 
 This study will begin in the fall of 2012 and is limited to 
the first 125 members who enroll. For more information on 
this program, contact the Cooperative at (800) 232-4797.
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If you have ever had to clean up a flooded basement, 
then you probably know all about sump pumps…
because you probably had one installed to ensure you 
never had to go through that again!

If you have a sump pump installed in your home, make 
sure to check it regularly to ensure that it is in proper 
working condition. To do this, remove the cover, and 
slowly pour water into the sump tank. Watch for the 
“float” to rise and trigger the pump. Once the pump 
is engaged, the water level will quickly lower and the 
float will shut off the pump. If you find you have to do 
any maintenance on the pump, make sure you unplug it 
prior to any work.

If your pump does fail and you find your basement has 
been flooded, do not wade into the basement water un-
less you are absolutely positive that no outlets or cords 
are in the water. The best bet is to have your utility 
shut the power off before venturing into the basement 
to make sure no one gets injured or killed from electric 
shock. Do not allow children or pets near the flooded 
basement, and remember that the flooded area will be 
slippery, even after the water recedes. 

Checking Your
Sump Pump

Adams Electric Cooperative’s 
Director Continues Education 
Adams Electric Cooperative Director 
Becky Barlow of Clayton attended the 
2012 Directors’ Conference. 
 This year’s conference cov-
ered changing technologies, the role of 

insurance, rate designs, board self-evaluations, social 
media, among several other topics. Director Barlow 
received continuing education credit for her atten-
dance. 
 Adams Electric Cooperative is a member of 
Touchstone Energy® — an alliance of more than 700 
local, consumer-owned electric utilities around the 
country. Adams Electric Cooperative is committed to 
providing superior service based on four core prin-
ciples: integrity, accountability, innovation and com-
mitment to community. For more information visit 
www.adamselectric.coop. 

Be Alert in Work Zones
Sometimes utilities must put trucks and personnel in 
roadways to make repairs or install new equipment to 
keep power on at your home and business. Workers in 
these situations might already be facing the hazards 
of dealing with high voltage, and they increase their 
risk when establishing a work zone in the roadway. 
No matter how big the work zone, it requires drivers 
to pay attention to avoid a crash.
 The National Work Zone Safety Information 
Clearing House has developed a list of ways to 
stay safe in work zones:
 • Never use a cell phone or text 
  while driving.
     • Stay alert. Expect the unexpected.
   • Slow down.
     • Don’t tailgate.
   • Pay attention to the signs.
  • Obey the flaggers.
   • Be patient and stay calm.
     • Know the road rules for work zones.
 Keeping a safe distance between your 
car and the construction workers and equipment, 
driving the posted work zone speed limit, and using 
your four-way flashers when stopping or traveling 
slowly can help reduce accidents in work zones.
 When you are making travel plans, keep in mind 
that many states also provide road construction infor-
mation on their respective department of transporta-
tion websites that can be consulted before starting a 
trip. If you know that you are going to be traveling 
through a work zone, giving yourself a little extra 
time to get to your destination can also help.
 For more information, visit SafeElectricity.org.N
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  Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 
in Carthage and Adams Electric Coop-
erative in Camp Point have initiated a 
consolidation study.
 With the announcement of Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop. Manager Paul 
Dion’s retirement in 2013, both Boards 
are evaluating the challenges and the 
benefits of consolidation. Initial dis-
cussions would have Jim Thompson, 
General Manager of Adams Electric 
Cooperative serving as interim 
manager with the goal of moving 
towards consolidation.
 The study will determine how 
combining the cooperatives would 

financially benefit both memberships 
and provide a higher quality of 
service. Both Adams Electric 

Cooperative and Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop. are dedicated to 

improving the quality of life in west-
ern Illinois by providing reliable and 

affordable electricity to their members. 
Both Cooperatives have an excellent 
member service reputation. 
 “The goal will be to take two good 
cooperatives and make one great coop-
erative,” said Paul Dion, Manager of 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop.
 The two cooperatives have been 
sharing technical knowledge with meter-
ing equipment and began joint purchas-
ing in 2012. “We have found many 
opportunities to work together for cost 
savings. We currently share expensive 
inventory items and line construction 

equipment plus share knowledge of 
metering equipment,” ex-

plained Jim Thompson, 
General Manager of 
Adams Electric Cooper-

ative. “It all saves money 
for our membership.”

 “We look for every way we can 
to be as efficient as possible,” said 
Paul Dion. “Costs are rising, and it is 
the management and board’s duty to 
plan for the future and keep rates as low 
as possible.”
 The Board of Directors from both coop-
eratives will consider many topics including: 
finances, board governance (size, timing, 
elections), human resources (staffing levels 
and benefits), services and technological 
opportunities. There are many issues to 
resolve in order to develop a consolidation 
plan that is beneficial to the members of 
both cooperatives. 
 No employees will lose their jobs as a 
result of the consolidation as changes will 
be made through attrition. Both Boards see 
consolidation as an opportunity for employees 
in terms of growth and professional 
development. 
 The Boards also agree that it is crucial 
to keep both cooperative offices open for the 
convenience of their members.
 “We want to be confident such a consoli-
dation will improve the level of service and 
commitment to our members,” said Robert 
Gronewold, President of Western Illinois 
Electrical Coop.’s Board of Directors.
 For the consolidation to be approved, each 
cooperative must gain approval from two-
thirds of the members voting. If consolidation 
occurs, any capital credits and member equity 
earned will not be lost.
 “Adams Electric Cooperative and West-
ern Illinois Electrical Coop. share common 
borders in Adams and Hancock counties,” 
said Jim Thompson. “It just makes sense for 
us to look at this in order to save money and 
improve service for our members.”
 Western Illinois and Adams Electric are 
among 25 electric distribution cooperatives 
in Illinois. Adams Electric has 34 employees 
who serve 8,516 members in Adams, Brown, 
Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, McDonough, and 
Fulton counties on 2,226 miles of line. West-
ern Illinois has 15 employees who serve 3,600 
members in Adams, Hancock, Henderson and 
McDonough counties on 1,209 miles of line. 
Both cooperatives are members of Touch-
stone Energy – an alliance of more than 700 
consumer-owned electric utilities around the 
country.
 “One thing that won’t change is your 
voice as a member-owner of your electric co-
operative,” said Jim Benz, President of Adams 
Electric Cooperative’s Board of Directors. 
 Both cooperatives will provide monthly 
updates in their member newsletters regarding 
the consolidation study progress.
 

Adams Electric & Western Illinois 
Study Benefits of 

Combining Cooperatives

The two 
not-for-profit 
cooperatives 
plan to study 

the benefits 
of combining forces 

to improve service 
and efficiency 

for members

We are looking out for you.
Your Cooperative
As you may know, a cooperative is a business that 
belongs to, and is controlled by, the people who use its 
services. That’s why we refer to you as “members” 
rather than “customers”. 

A cooperative is as a group of people organized to provide 
themselves a service under a plan that eliminates entrepre-
neur profit. Your cooperative, like other cooperatives, oper-
ates on a not-for-profit or cost basis. 

These are Your Cooperative’s Principles
1) Voluntary and open membership
Cooperatives are open to all persons able to use their servic-
es and willing to accept the responsibilities of membership.

2) Democratic member control
Cooperatives are controlled by their members, who actively 
participate in setting their policies and making decisions. 
The Board of Directors are your elected representatives who 
help make decisions on your behalf. Members have equal 
voting rights – one member, one vote.

3) Members’ economic participation
Members contribute equally to the capital of their coop-
erative. Members earn capital credits in proportion to the 
amount of electricity they purchase. After these funds are 
used to sustain the Cooperative through any losses, capital 
credits are returned to members.

4) Autonomy and independence
Cooperatives are self-help organizations controlled by their 
members. If they enter into agreements with other organiza-
tions, including governments, or raise capital from external 
sources, they do so on terms that ensure democratic control 
by their members and maintain their cooperative indepen-
dence.

5) Education, training and information
Cooperatives provide education and training for their mem-
bers, elected representatives, managers and employees so 
they can contribute effectively to the development of their 
cooperatives. They inform the general public – particularly 
young people and opinion leaders – about the nature and 
benefits of cooperation.

6) Cooperation among cooperatives
Cooperatives serve their members most effectively 
and strengthen the cooperative movement by working 
together through local, national, regional, and 
international structures.

7) Concern for community
While focusing on member needs, cooperatives should 
work for the sustainable development of their communities 
through policies accepted by their members.
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Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio program “Home 
Remedies” on WTAD every Saturday morning at 
9:06 a.m. Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in 
Saline County works as a consultant for the Electric 
Cooperatives of Arkansas to promote energy efficiency 
to cooperative members statewide. To order Doug’s 
video or ask energy efficiency-related questions, call 
Doug at 1-501-653-7931. More energy-efficiency tips, 
as well as Doug’s columns, can also be found at www.
ecark.org. Source: Rural Arkansas Magazine

 As I mentioned last month, several 
things have happened to convince me 
that I should dedicate several articles to 
the very basics of energy efficiency. I 
have pondered this a lot and even wake 
up during the night thinking about it.
 I have discussed some of these 
thoughts with young students, middle-
aged adults and some senior adults. 
They all agree that we need to know 
more basics about energy efficiency. 
Just last week, while conducting a 
meeting at a high school auditorium, I 
asked the question, “As we know it, all 
energy comes from where?”
 There were 75 people in attendance 
including students and adults. No one 
answered the question, so I asked 
it again. Finally an adult answered, 
“from the sun.” That is the correct 
answer and I, like many of you, had 
learned that in a science class many 
years ago. I’m sure that some others 
thought, after they heard the correct 
answer, “oh yeah, I knew that too.” But 
I am convinced that many in the room 
did not know that all energy comes 
from the sun. Wow, that’s a really big 
statement, so let’s look at some of the 
ways that the sun relates to the energy 
usage of our home.

1.  If there had been no sun a long time 
 ago, there would be no coal for the  
 generation of electricity today.
2.  If there had been no sun in the past,  
 there would be no natural gas for
 house heating or electricity   
 generation today. This also applies  
 to propane gas.
3.  If there were no sun, there would be  
 no wood to help heat a house.
4.  If there were no sun, there would  
 be no wind to turn a turbine to  
 generate electricity.
5.  If there were no sun, there would be  
 no rain and, therefore, no water in  
 the lake to generate electricity.
6.  If there were no sun, biomass would  
 not even be considered as a possible 
 future source for generating   
 electricity.
7.  And last, and most obvious, if there  
 were no sun, you could not have  
 any solar generation. 
 Isn’t it interesting to note that 
just about all of this has to do with 
the generation of electricity? Why is 
this the case? It is because just about 
everything in the house, except the 
dog and the furniture, needs electricity. 
Even a gas furnace and a gas clothes 
dryer need electric fan motors to operate 
properly. And a gas cooktop in the 
kitchen probably uses electricity for the 
clock and timers. For the last several 
years, electronic items have been the 
No. 1 gifts at Christmas and, yes, all 
electronics use electricity. 
 Well, I think that we would all 
agree that the need for electricity is 
not going away and that the demand is 
most likely to increase. With that said, 
it is imperative that we use electricity 
wisely. That is exactly why this column 

is placed in this publication. Your 
electric co-op’s mission is to provide 
you with adequate and affordable 
electricity. Folks, I am not an employee 
of any electric co-op, but I know for 
a fact that they all work hard to fulfill 
their mission to you, the member, 
in spite of difficult governmental 
regulations. Although you and I have 
no control whatsoever over utility rates, 
we do have control over usage. Simply 
put, that is called conservation and 
energy efficiency. Think with me for 
a minute. Just look at a tube of caulk. 
Energy was required to manufacture, 
package and ship the tube. Let’s say that 
it took 50 cents to put the tube on the 
shelf. Now, let’s suppose that 10 cents 
of the 50 cents was for electricity for 
the manufacturing. If you pay $2 for 
the tube and caulk places in your house, 
you will then save 10 cents per month 
on your electric bill. The 10 cents of 
electricity that was used in producing 
the one tube of caulk would likely 
save hundreds of dollars of electricity 
over the life of the house. What if 
each household in America would use 
one tube? Wow, that would be huge! 
What if each household used 10 tubes? 
That total savings in the generation of 
electricity would be unbelievable. It is 
not important that my dollar figures be 
exactly correct. But it is important that 
we use energy wisely today to help have 
adequate affordable energy in the future.  
We can do our part and we can make a 
difference. Of course, without the sun, it 
wouldn’t even matter.
 See you next month when the sun 
will make the dogwood trees really 
beautiful.

It’s All About The Sun
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,

the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk” Trees
can save you 

Money!
Trees on the east and west sides of your 
home provide shade—and reduce your 
cooling costs—during hot summer months.  
Shade for your air conditioner can save 10 percent of your cooling 
costs. And by adding vegetation to the north side of your home, 
you can reduce winter winds that trigger  higher heating costs. 

Find more ways to save at:

Source: Touchstone Energy ® Cooperatives

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM



Deviled Chicken Thighs
Submitted by Paul Vincent

3 Tbsp. coarse-grained mustard
1 Tbsp. all-purpose flour
1 Tbsp. honey
2 tsp. cider vinegar
4 boneless skinless chicken thighs
1/2 cup plain breadcrumbs, dry
1/2 tsp. dried thyme
1/4 tsp. cayenne pepper
2 Tbsp. vegetable oil
Fresh parsley for garnish
In a bowl, combine mustard, flour, 
honey and vinegar; brush on thighs. 
On a plate, combine bread crumbs, 
thyme, cayenne pepper; roll chicken 
in mixture to coat.
 In a large, non-stick skillet, heat 
oil over medium heat. Add chicken. 
Cook for about 6 minutes per side, 
turning once, until well-browned and 
cooked through. Transfer to plates 
and sprinkle with parsley. 

Quick, Easy & Delicious
Honey Muffins

Submitted by Jerry Neumann
2 cups flour
1/2 cup sugar
3 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
1 egg
1 cup milk
1/4 cup butter, melted
1/4 cup honey

Combine flour, sugar, baking powder 
and salt. In another bowl, whisk the 
egg, milk, butter and honey; stir into 
dry ingredients just until moistened. 
 Fill paper-lined muffin cups 3/4 
full. Bake at 400 degrees for 15-18 
minutes or until a toothpick comes out 
clean. 
 Remove from pan to wire rack. 
Serve warm. Yield: 1 dozen

Chicken Lo Mein
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Chicken Lo Mein
Submitted by Laura Dotson

1/2 lb. spaghetti, cooked
1/4 cup Asian Toasted Sesame dressing
1 lb. boneless, skinless chicken breasts,   
 cut into strips
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 pkg. (16 oz.) frozen bell pepper and   
 onion strips, thawed, drained
1/2 cup chicken broth
1 Tbsp. creamy peanut butter
1/4 cup soy sauce
2 Tbsp. chopped peanuts
Heat dressing in a large skillet on medium 
heat. Add chicken and garlic. Stir fry until 
chicken is no longer pink. Add vegetables, 
broth and peanut butter. Stir fry 3-4 min-
utes or until chicken is done. Add cooked 
spaghetti. Mix lightly. Spoon onto platter. 
Top with peanuts.

Enchilada Casserole
Submitted by Beth Donley

2 lbs. ground beef
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 can enchilada sauce
1 small can chopped green chilies
3 cups shredded cheddar cheese
1 pkg.(8-10) tortillas
Brown ground beef; drain fat. Add soups, 
sauce and chilies. Tear tortillas into pieces 
& layer 1/3 on bottom of 9x13” pan. Top 
tortillas with 1 cup cheese & 1/2 of meat 
mixture. Repeat tortillas, cheese and 
remaining meat mixture. Finish off with 
layer of tortillas and last cup of cheese. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes.

Cheerio Snack Mix
Submitted by Linda Strong

6 cups Cheerios
1-2 cups peanuts
1 cup raisins
1 cup M&M’s
Coating:
1 stick margarine
1 cup brown sugar
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 cup white Karo syrup
1/2 tsp. baking soda
Combine margarine, brown sugar, salt and 
syrup. Bring to a rolling boil. Remove 
from heat. Add baking soda. Stir well & 
pour over dry ingredients. Bake in 250 de-
gree oven on a well-greased cookie sheet 
for 15 minutes. Cool, loosen edges, break 
apart, and store or serve.

Service All Brands Free Estimates on ReplacementsResidential & Commercial

Quincy, IL

217-221-1600 AireServ.com/Quincy
Locally owned & operated by David and Janet Arns     

7 Days a Week 
24 Hours a Day

Why Call Us First... Our Services...

• Never an overtime charge
• You know the price, before we start
• Clean professional technicians
• Work always guaranteed
• Extended warranty programs

• Furnace & air handlers
• Air conditioners & heat pumps
• Geothermal
• Comprehensive maintenance
• Indoor air quality specialists
• Always clean up after our work
• Boilers
• Comfort Air & Heating Cooling products

Geothermal 
Heating & 

Cooling Products

Is your organization selling a cookbook? We’ll feature it for 
free with space-permitting. Send details, a contact phone number 
   and three sample recipes to:
   Adams Electric Cooperative, Attn: Laura, 
   P. O. Box 247, Camp Point, IL  62320
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Brown Co. 
High School Play
Apr. 20-22 (Fri. & Sat. at 7pm, Sun. 
at 2pm), Brown Co. High School 
Auditorium. (217) 773-3345

Under One Roof 
Garage Sale
Apr. 21 (8am-12pm), Southeastern 
Elementary School, Bowen. 
25 booths, free admission. 
(309) 333-3583

Bark for Life
Apr. 21 (9-11am), Rushville Square. 
Dogs must be current on vaccinations 
and social. Prizes for loudest bark, 
largest dog, smallest dog & best 
costume. Registration fee. Hosted by 
American Cancer Society Relay for 
Life Committee for a Cure.

Jenna Edwards Benefit
Apr. 22 (12-6pm), Payson Seymour 
High School. Volleyball tournament, 
bake sale, basket raffle, silent auction, 
carnival, food & fun. 
(217) 242-3849

Crossroad Country Opry
Apr. 7 (7pm), Unity High School, 
Mendon. $7.50 in advance & $8 
at the door. (217) 242-0972

Spring Book Sale
Apr. 9-14 (normal library hours), 
Brown Co. Public Library, Mt. Sterling. 
(217) 773-2013

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
Apr. 14 (4-6pm), Versailles 
Community Building. Freewill 
donation. Proceeds for Brown Co. 
Children’s Activity Group. 
(217) 225-9021

Easter Egg Hunt
Apr. 1 (2-4pm), 2259 E. 1100th St., 
Mendon. Games and snacks. Easter 
Bunny available for pictures. 

Herbal Education: 
Wild & Free
Apr. 3 (1-2pm), Quincy Public Library. 
Explore wild, edible plants in your 
area. Learn how to identify the 
best edibles and how to use them. 
Reservations requested. 
(217) 223-1309

Egg-stra Special Storytime
Apr. 4 (10-10:45am), Quincy Public 
Library. Egg-citing books, crafts, and 
music for children ages 3 & up. Free 
event. To sign up, call (217) 223-1309

Battle of Shiloh: 
‘Horribal’ Beyond Belief
Starts Apr. 6, 7, 10-14, 17-21, 24-28 
(10am-2pm), The History Museum, 
425 S. 12th, Quincy. Exhibit focuses 
on Quincy participants of the 50th 
Illinois Infantry. Dozens of artifacts 
from this first major Civil War battle. 

Versailles Easter Egg Hunt
Apr. 7 (1pm), Versailles Park. Free 
Easter egg hunt for children up to 8th 
grade. (217) 225-3237

Easter 
Egg Hunt
Apr. 7 (2pm), 
700 SE Cross, 
Mt. Sterling. 
Free Easter egg 
hunt for children 0-9 years old. 
Sponsored by Mental Health Centers 
of Western Illinois. (217) 773-3325

Calendar of Events

Photo: “Pretty in Pink” by Kerensa Webel

Buy 1 
Regular Shake 

or Malt
Get 1 Free

of equal or lesser value

Buy 1 
Regular Shake 

or Malt
Get 1 Free

of equal or lesser value

One-Room Schools 
of Adams County
Apr. 22 (2-4pm), Visitors Center, 
Historical Society of Quincy & 
Adams Co., 425 S. 12th, Quincy. 
Retired teachers, Paul & Jane 
Moody, present the story of more 
than 200 one-room schools in 
Adams Co. and “show & tell” 
numerous artifacts. Free but 
reservations required. 
(217) 222-1835

Man to Man
Cancer Support Group
Apr. 24 (5:30-7pm), Blessing 
Cancer Center. Support group 
faciilitated by Blessing Cancer 
Center and supported by 
American Cancer Society. Open 
to all men free of charge. Contact 
Rosie at (217) 223-8400 for 
more information.

Enchanted April
Apr. 26-29, May 3-6, Quincy 
Community Theatre. A play taking 
place in the Roaring Twenties. 
Housewives rent a villa in Italy for a 
holiday from their bleak marriages. 
They rediscover themselves in ways 
they could never expect. For tickets, 
call (217) 222-3209

YMCA Healthy Kids Day
Apr. 28 (9-11:30am), Mt. Sterling 
YMCA. Activities for families to learn 
how to provide a healthy lifestyle for 
themselves & children. Free event.
(217) 773-2230

Strikeout for Breast 
Cancer Bowling Event
Apr. 28 (12:30pm), Tangerine Bowl, 
Quincy. Proceeds for Blessing 
Breast Center Financial Assistance 
Program. (217) 222-8262

Leonore Suppan-Gehrich 
& Larry Finley
4-Hand Piano
Apr. 29 (4pm), Congregational 
Church, 12th & Maine, Quincy. 
Part of a Sunday Music Series. No 
charge to attend but donations are 
accepted. 



GOOD HABITS START YOUNG.

Saving energy is a learned behavior. Find out how your local electric 

cooperative can help you lead by example at TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM


