
July 2011
Vol. 60, No. 7

News for Members of Adams Electric Cooperative, Camp Point, Illinois

A Closer Look at 
Tankless

Water
Heaters

Page 11

Story on Pages 8 & 9

Adams Electric leads the way with Smart Grid technology.

Slow-Baked
Mac & 

Cheese
Page 12

You Could 
Win A $500

Electric Bill Credit
Page 15



The Cooperative Desk
Dear Adams Electric Cooperative
& Penny Power Participants,
Community for Christ Assistance 
Center is so blessed to have your support!
Thank you for your willingness to share
with us financially. We sincerely appreciate the recent 
grant monies we have been given to assist our food 
pantry and also for the purchase of tables for our 
school fair.
 This generous contribution will help in continuing 
the mission of serving the Lord while helping individuals 
and families in their time of need. Thank you and may 
God bless.
Sincerely, 
Jessica Barnes, Director
Community for Christ Assistance Center

Thank you so much for your donation of $400.00 for the 
purchase of a pottery wheel. It is the generosity of people 
such as Adams Electric that enables us to continue to 
update our ceramics studio, therefore serving students in 
the community in art education.
Sincerely,
Julie D. Nelson, Director/Curator
Quincy Art Center

I am writing on the behalf of the Quincy Symphony 
Orchestra Association to thank you for your generous 
Penny Power grant of $600 for QSOA’s chime project. 
The instrument will be enjoyed by students and musicians 
for many years to come. 
 The Association looks ahead to serving the 
community on a continuing basis by providing live music 
to people of all ages and backgrounds. We hope that you 
have been able to enjoy our recent performances, taking 
pride in the knowledge that your contribution helps make 
it possible. 
Thank you again.
Sincerely, 
David Oakley, Board President
Quincy Symphony Orchestra Association
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Are you on Adams

Electric’s Load 

Control Program?

Consider visiting the

 “Adams Outlet” on Facebook!

Click on “Like” to receive automatic updates 

when the Cooperative is controlling water heaters 

and/or air conditioners.

Summer Hours

   Due to the hot weather,    Engineering and    Operations line crews will    be working from 6:00 a.m.-    2:30 p.m. from July 5      through September 2. The     Adams Electric Cooperative Office will be open as usual from 7:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday.

Load Control

Energy Scams

We’re a member-owned Cooperative and we 

want you to save energy but please be cautious. 

Recent scams include power correction devices, 

refrigeration oil additives, space heaters, or other

equipment that all promise to drastically reduce 

your energy bill. If something seems too good 

to be true, it probably is. If you question some-

thing you’re hearing, call Adams Electric 

BEFORE you buy. 

Sign up for Automatic Bank Draftingby August 21
and you could win a

$500 
electric bill credit!

Details on pages 4 & 5

Bank Drafting

Adams Electric 
Cooperative

will be closed July 4
for Independence Day.



The Cooperative Desk
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by Timothy Brecht PE
Manager of Engineering 
& Operations
Each year the AEC 
Board approves 
a capital budget 
and construction 
work plan budget. 
The capital 
budget is used to 

purchase the replacement vehicles and 
equipment the Cooperative employees 
use to perform their work throughout 
the year. The construction work 
plan budget is used to fund system 
improvements across the AEC 
territory. 

 The construction budget is based 
on a multi-year work plan, usually 
covering a five year period, that 
specifies what improvements should 
be made to the electrical system. The 
study is done using an engineering 
analysis program called Milsoft. This 
program models all of our substations, 
feeders, and single phase lines across 
our system. The loads for each 
member are determined during a peak 
load time and input into the program. 
The program then analyzes the data 
to see where lines should be rebuilt 
with larger wire. This allows for 
future growth, reduces voltage drop 
on the system and eliminates the need 
for voltage regulators (devices that 
automatically boost voltage as 
loads increase). 

       These new 
lines that are being 
constructed will 
improve system 
performance and 
increase reliability. 
The increased 
capacity of the new 
wire reduces the 
resistance of the wire 
and lowers line losses 
on the system (higher 
resistance in smaller 
wires means more 
loss of power just 
traveling through the 
lines). This allows us 

to deliver the same amount of power 
to our members without having to 
purchase as much from our power 
supplier, Prairie Power, Inc. (PPI), 
thereby saving money on our 
wholesale power bill. 
 The main areas of activity this 
year are on the Big Neck substation, 
north of Coatsburg and at the Adams 
substation, east of Payson. 
 Prairie Power, Inc. and Adams 
Electric are rebuilding transmission 
and distribution lines between the 
Adams and Quincy substations. 
This project will greatly increase the 
reliability and capacity of the system 
serving the southern half of our 
service territory in Adams and 
Brown Counties.

Board of Directors:
President
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy
Vice President
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Secretary
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Richard King .................. Huntsville
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
George Schneider ................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
Director
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

An Investment in Construction

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson

www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative

is committed to exceeding
the expectations

of those we serve!”



Director 
Nominations 
By Petition

The bylaws of Adams 
Electric Cooperative provide 
that nominations can be made 
by petition of 25 Cooperative 
Members. Blank petitions 
are available at the 
Cooperative office.  

The names of the nominees by 
petition will be listed on the 
official ballot to be voted on at 
the September 7, 2011 Annual 
Meeting. Petitions must be 
returned to the office by 5 p.m., 
Friday, July 22, 2011.

Nominating Committee Report

(l-r): Dennis Stotts, Mary Petri, Kenneth Schaffnit, Carol Shepard, 
Alvin Dempsey, Dorothy Morrell, and Randy Prather

Pursuant to the Cooperative’s 
Bylaws, the Nominating Committee 
met at the office of Adams Electric 
Cooperative in Camp Point, Illinois 
on Monday, May 23, 2011 at 6:00 
p.m. DST to nominate candidates 
for election of directors of Adams 
Electric Cooperative.  
 The following Nominating 
Committee Members were present: 
Carol Shepard and Mary Petri 
representing District 4; Randy 
Prather and Dorothy Morrell, 
representing District 5; Kenneth 
Schaffnit and Dennis Stotts, 
representing District 6; and Alvin 
Dempsey, member-at-large. 
 Jim Thompson, General 
Manager, was present at the opening 
of the meeting and presented each 
Committee Member a copy of the 
Bylaws and called their attention to 
the qualifications of directors and 
the nominating procedure. At the 
consent of the Committee Members, 
Manager Thompson served as 
Chairman Pro Tem until a Chairman 
was elected.  
 Manager Thompson opened the 
floor to nominations for Committee 
Chairman. Kenneth Schaffnit 
nominated Alvin Dempsey.  Randy 
Prather made a motion to close 
nominations and to cast a unanimous 
ballot to elect Alvin Dempsey as 
Chairman; seconded by Mary Petri, 
the motion carried.

 Manager Thompson opened the 
floor to nominations for Committee 
Secretary.  Randy Prather nominated 
Dorothy Morrell.  Kenneth Schaffnit 
made a motion to close nominations 
and to cast a unanimous ballot to 
elect Dorothy Morrell as Secretary; 
seconded by Carol Shepard, the 
motion carried. 
 Manager Thompson excused 
himself from the meeting.
 Chairman Dempsey opened 
the floor to nominations for 
director-candidate(s) of District 4 
representing Mt. Sterling, Elkhorn, 
Ripley, Cooperstown and Versailles 
Townships of Brown County.  Carol 
Shepard nominated Bob Willis.  
Mary Petri made a motion to close 
nominations; seconded by Kenneth 
Schaffnit, the motion carried.
 Chairman Dempsey opened the 
floor to nominations for director-
candidate(s) of District 5 representing 
St. Mary Township of Hancock 
County; Bethel and LaMoine 
Townships of McDonough County; 
Birmingham, Camden, Huntsville 
and Brooklyn Townships of Schuyler 
County. Randy Prather nominated 
Rick King. Kenneth Schaffnit made 
a motion to close nominations; 
seconded by Mary Petri, the motion 
carried.
 Chairman Dempsey opened the 
floor to nominations for director-
candidate(s) of District 6 representing 

Melrose, Fall Creek, Payson, Richfield 
and Beverly Townships of Adams 
County; Kinderhook, Barry, Fairmount 
and Hadley Townships of Pike County.    
Dennis Stotts nominated John Kestner. 
Alvin Dempsey nominated Margaret 
Hayes.  Mary Petri made a motion 
to close nominations; seconded by 
Dorothy Morrell, the motion carried.
 There being no further business 
to come before the Committee, the 
meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 
DST following a motion by Carol 
Shepard; seconded by Randy Prather, 
the motion carried.

____________________________
Alvin Dempsey, Chairman  
    

____________________________
Dorothy Morrell, Secretary
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Notification: 
Assignment of 2010 Margins
 Assignments of 2010 margins to members doing busi-
ness with Adams Electric Cooperative have been calculated.  
A total of $676,118 of margins has been allocated as capital 
credits for the year 2010. The Cooperative has calculated 
each member’s share of the margins and credited that 
amount to your capital credit account.
 Allocation notices will be sent to each member who 
received service during 2010. These notices will inform you 
of your share of the capital credits. This amount is only an 
accounting credit. It cannot be claimed at the present time 
nor can it be applied against your current electric bill.
 The board of directors reviews the financial condition 
of the Cooperative before determining when and how much 
capital credits can be returned to the members. The Coop-
erative has paid capital credits through 1982 and a portion 
of 1983, so it will be some time before we will pay 2010 
capital credits.
 Please remember, you must be a member and have ser-
vice in your name to have capital credits assigned. If you are 
receiving electric service in someone else’s membership or 
the service is in the name of a deceased person, you will not 
receive capital credits. The capital credit check will always 
be issued in the name of the person on the membership or 
the estate of a deceased member.
 If you ever move off Cooperative lines, please provide 
us with your new address so we can send your future capital 
credit checks. Please contact Steve Jennings, Manager of 
Finance, if you have any questions.  



$8,350 
in Penny Power 
Grants Awarded

A Penny Power Grant reception was held 
at Adams Electric Cooperative on Thurs-
day, May 19. A total of $8,350.00 was 
awarded to the following groups/organiza-
tions: 
• Liberty Jr./Sr. High School-$200 for an 
accelerated reading program
• Camp Point Co-op 4-H Club-$200 for 
landscaping/beautification at Camp Point 
Public Library
• Adams County Firecrackers 4-H Club-
$100 for a “Meating the Need” project to 
benefit Community for Christ Assistance 
Center
• T.T.T. Society-$500 to purchase books 
for low income students
• Payson-Fall Creek Fire Department-
$800 for a gas monitor/CO2 detector
• Payson and Liberty School Cross-
Categorical Special Education Class-
room-$1,000 for a SMART Board
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• Greater West Central 
Public Library 
District-$750 for 
computer tables and 
chairs, headsets, and 
other technology 
training supplies
• St. Dominic 
School-$1,000 for a 
SMART Board
• Ellington Elementa-
ry School-$1,000 for 
an interactive white 
board system
• Two Rivers 
Resource Conservation and Develop-
ment-$500 for improvements to Longlett 
Park in Camp Point
• Community for Christ Assistance Cen-
ter-$300 for portable tables
• Central Middle School-$1,000 for online 
subscriptions to a writing program
• Quincy Symphony Orchestra Associa-
tion-$600 to purchase new chimes 
• Quincy Art Center-$400 for a 
pottery wheel 

 Penny Power Grants are made pos-
sible by participating members of Adams 
Electric Cooperative who have their 
electric bills rounded up to the nearest 
dollar each month. Penny Power dollars 
have impacted communities across Adams 
Electric Cooperative’s service area.
 The next deadline to apply for a grant 
is July 5, 2011. For more information 
about the program or to request a grant 
application, contact Bill Stalder at (217) 
593-7701 or toll-free at (800) 232-4797.

If summer weather is sprouting thoughts 
of home improvement projects, you are 
not alone. Rising temperatures tradition-
ally give rise to more remodeling, repairs, 
maintenance, landscaping and construction 
projects both inside and outside 
the home.
 In an effort to make sure the growth 
in home improvement projects and main-
tenance work doesn’t result in increased 
injuries, Safe Electricity urges all do-it-
yourselfers to take precautions, especially 
when working around electrical equipment 
and overhead power lines.
 Safety tips to keep in mind include:
 Look up and around you. Always be 
aware of the location of power lines, par-
ticularly when using long metal tools like 
ladders, pool skimmers and pruning poles, 
or when installing rooftop antennas and 
satellite dishes or doing roof repair work.
 Be especially careful when working 
near power lines attached to your house. 
Keep equipment and yourself at least 
10 feet from lines. Never trim trees near 
power lines – leave that to the profession-
als. Never use water or blower extensions 

to clean gutters near electric lines. Contact 
a professional maintenance contractor.
 If your projects include digging, like 
building a deck or planting a tree, call your 
local underground utility locator before 
you begin. Never assume the location or 
depth of underground utility lines. This 
service is free, prevents the inconvenience 
of having utilities interrupted, and can help 
you avoid serious injury.

Home Project Safety Give Your 
Energy Bill A Break
 The greatest demand for 
electricity will probably be in July 
or August as members escape the 
summer heat and increase the load 
on air conditioners. There are ways 
to keep cool while using less energy.
 To prevent hot attic air from fil-
tering into your home, upgrade your 
attic with insulation and ventilation.  
Install a clean air filter in your air 
conditioner unit. And, don’t forget 
to turn up the thermostat when you 
plan to leave for vacation.
 Keep windows closed on hot 
days to retain cooler air in the house 
and prevent the exchange with hot 
air. Reduce your trips in and out of 
the house to reduce the number of 
times your door is opened and close 
blinds and shades during the hottest 
part of the day.
 Minor activities such as these 
can save significant dollars on your 
energy bill.
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Dotson Wins 
Spotlight 
on Excellence
Award for Adams Outlet
Adams Electric Cooperative recently 
received recognition in the 2011 
“Spotlight on Excellence” national 
awards program, sponsored by the 
Council of Rural Electric Communicators 
and the National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association. Adams Electric Cooper-
ative Communications Coordinator Laura 
Dotson received an Award of Excellence 
in the Best External Newspaper/Magazine 
Category for the Adams Outlet. Laura 
Dotson is the editor and graphic artist of 
the award-winning newsletter.
 “The judges noted that electric 
cooperatives are being challenged to 
communicate to the people they serve 
in more ways than ever before,” said 
Maggie Tilley, administrator of Spotlight 
on Excellence. “Printed newsletters, 
news releases, websites, social media, 
videos, and information in bills are all 
more important than ever to keep 
members updated.”
 A special luncheon honored the 
award recipients during the Connect 

2011 Conference held on May 11. 
Winning entries were displayed during 
the event.
 The annual Spotlight awards 
competition recognizes the top-rated 
communication and marketing efforts 
by electric cooperatives and related 
organizations. Participants in the awards 
competition competed with electric 
cooperatives of similar sizes in 19 
categories. Electric cooperative com-
municators and marketing profession-
als submitted almost 800 entries in the 
Spotlight on Excellence program, now 
in its 23rd year. Faculty members from 
the University of Missouri – Columbia, 
University of South Carolina and the 
University of North Carolina – Chapel 
Hill judged the entries.
 The Council of Rural Electric Com-
municators was organized in 1982 and 
seeks to advance the recognition, educa-
tion, and professionalism of electric 
cooperative communicators and their 
affiliated organizations. It is a volunteer 
association working on behalf of more 
than 4,000 electric cooperative commu-
nicators across the United States. 
 The National Rural Electric Coop-
erative Association, the service organi-
zation representing the national interests 

of cooperative electric utilities, coor-
dinates the Council’s activities. Other 
national organizations supporting the 
work of the Council are the National 
Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance 
Corporation, the National Cooperative 
Services Corporation, the National 
Rural Telecommunications Coop-
erative, and Federated Rural Electric 
Insurance Exchange.

Open Forum 
with the Board
On May 16, Adams Electric’s 
Advisory Committee met at the Coop-
erative headquarters for an Open Forum 
with the Board of Directors. 
 Directors answered several questions 
about the Prairie State Energy Campus 

under construction in Southern Illinois. 
Directors discussed the facility’s clean 
coal technology and the construction 
schedule. The first of two generators is 
expected to come online in December 
2011 with the second in June 2012.
 Members asked what the Coop-
erative was doing to keep rates as low 
as possible. Directors responded with 

several items 
including 
investments 
in coal gen-
eration and 
renewables, 
lowering the 
number of 
employees 
through at-
trition, and 
identifying 
bill pay-
ing options 
(such as 
bank draft-
ing) that
lower 
payment 
transaction 
costs. 

 Directors discussed the Co-op’s 
involvement in NRECA’s International 
Foundation, a charitable organization to 
provide developing nations with access 
to safe, reliable, and affordable elec-
tricity. Illinois cooperatives including 
Adams Electric have been asked to help 
train utility personnel and management. 
(Watch for details in a future Adams 
Outlet.) 
 Another topic included the Penny 
Power grant selection process. Penny 
Power grants are evaluated quarterly by 
a committee comprised of three staff 
members and three current or former 
Advisory Committee members.
 The Advisory Committee is made 
up of two members/couples, selected by 
directors, to represent each director 
district. Couples serve two-year stag-
gered terms and act as a sounding board 
to offer opinions and advice on various 
Cooperative programs.
 If you have a question or concern 
for your board of directors, you are 
always welcome to contact any one 
of the directors personally. A list of 
directors can be found on page 3 of 
the Adams Outlet.
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In 2010, seventeen electric co-
operatives across the United 
States including Adams Electric, 
were chosen to join the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative As-
sociation’s Cooperative Research 
Network (CRN) in a smart grid 
research project. CRN was award-
ed $33.9 million from the U.S. 
Department of Energy for the 
study. Cooperatives involved will 
match funding to develop and test 
the next generation of smart grid 
technology.
 Two Illinois electric coopera-
tives are participating in the dem-
onstration grant, your Cooperative 
and Menard Electric Cooperative 
in Petersburg.
 In 2000, Adams Electric took 
steps toward this technology 
by installing automatic meters 
(AMR) and devices at substations 
to monitor and control power 
remotely with a SCADA system.
 Adams Electric’s smart grid 
project is divided into two parts: 
distribution automation and real 
time pricing. 
 Distribution automation 
involves adding switches on our 
electric lines that communicate 
with each other, acting as a back-
up when a power failure occurs. 
 In other words, let’s say a 
member is receiving power from 
Feeder #1 off of our St. An-
thony substation. A storm comes 
through and a section of line 
coming from feeder #1 goes down 
and the power goes out. In most 
cases, there would be an outage 
and the member would have to 
wait until crews could repair the 
line and restore power. This repair 
could take a minimum of 30-45 
minutes. With distribution auto-
mation, the member is in luck! 
An automatic switch would be 
installed on the line coming from 

Feeder #1. A 
second line from 
Feeder #2 would 
also have an au-
tomatic switch. 
Switch #1 notic-
es a problem and 
communicates 
with Switch 
#2 indicating 
that a power 
failure occurred. In seconds, switch 
#1 opens isolating the problem and 
switch #2 closes restoring power to 
the member. The member may ex-
perience a momentary outage rather 
than an extended outage. 
 Switches are very beneficial for 
commercial members or in heav-
ily populated areas. In this study, 
Adams Electric is adding switches 
to commercial members on the east 
side of Quincy. The switches will 
serve Walmart, the strip malls on the 
east and west side of Walmart, Gem 
City Ford, Holiday Inn, and the Tri-
Township Fire Department.
 Fortunately, Adams Electric is 
already familiar with the benefits 
of distribution automation. In 2008, 
switches were added to lines serving 
the Quincy Regional Airport. These 
switches have been very successful. 
 Switches will be monitored re-
motely using our SCADA system. 
The Cooperative will use histori-
cal data and data collected through 
the outage management system and 
SCADA to determine the impact of 
the program. 
 The Cooperative wants to gain 
more knowledge on integrating 
distribution switches with SCADA, 
switch automation, and peer-to-peer 
communication.
 The Cooperative has ordered 
switches and communication equip-
ment. Construction will begin in the 
fall. These distribution switches will 
be permanent. 

 Distribution automation switches 
are easily expandable the to rest of 
the distribution system. 
 The goal of implementing dis-
tribution automation is to assess the 
effectiveness of adding automation 
switches to the distribution system 
to increase reliability, reduce outage 
restoration time, and to quantify the 
benefit-cost ratio of adding switches 
in other areas of our cooperative ter-
ritory. 
 The second part of Adams Elec-
tric Cooperative’s smart grid project 
is real time pricing (RTP). 
 Electric rates fluctuate every day, 
hour by hour. The energy charges 
you pay are a very simplified ver-
sion of the expenses your Coop-
erative incurs. Rates are set based 
on historical data and estimates of 
future usage, wholesale power costs, 
etc. Adjustments are made as neces-
sary.
 Real time pricing would allow 
a member to see the actual cost 
of electricity in almost real time. 
Members on RTP will receive price 
information from MidwestISO 
(MISO) on a day-ahead basis via a 
website or through a smart phone. 
Price information will be available 
around 4:00 p.m. for the next day. 
Prices may be different each hour of 
the following day. The price could 
be lower or higher than the Coopera-
tive’s standard rates. However, by 
knowing ahead of time, members 

Adams Electric leads the way 
with Smart Grid technology.
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have the ability to choose when to 
use their power based on the price. 
 The cost on your electric bill 
contains three main parts: 1) genera-
tion – the cost to produce electricity, 
2) transmission – the cost of bring-
ing electricity from the generation 
facility to the distribution system, 
and 3) distribution – the cost of 
bringing electricity from the 
distribution substation to the mem-
ber. Members involved in the real 
time pricing study will replace only 
part #1 (generation) with the price 
from MISO. Members will continue 
to pay the transmission and 
distribution charges.
 The Cooperative’s research 
project will include three groups of 

members: 100 members who volun-
tarily choose to participate in RTP 
and two control groups. The control 
groups will consist of 100 members 
on the CHC (controlled heating and 
cooling) rate and 100 members on 
Rate A. The control groups will be 
chosen based on historical usage 
data and will not be known to the 
members. No load control will be 
performed for members on RTP 
during the study so members will 
have to control their usage based 
on the price alone.
 One of the benefits of this 
project is the launch of a web portal 
where members will be able to view 
their cumulative bill at anytime dur-
ing the billing cycle. This website 

will be available to all members 
not just those in the study. 
 The real time pricing project 
will begin in July 2012 and run 
through December 2015. At the 
end of the study, members on 
RTP will transfer back to the 
standard rates available at 
that time.
 The goal is to assess the 
effectiveness of RTP as a demand 
response tool. The Cooperative 
will also assess the members’ 
acceptance and understanding 
of RTP.
 Smart grid technology is 
the future. The Cooperative 
is fortunate to be a part of this 
exciting research project. 

       Members who are 
interested in volunteer-
ing for the real time 
pricing study should 
contact Bill Stalder, 
Manager of Marketing/
Member Services. Your 
name will be added to a 
list of interested members. 
As details are defined, 
you will be given the 
opportunity to review 
the program and rules 
before officially agreeing 
to participate.
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Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio program “Home 
Remedies” on WTAD every Saturday morning at 9:06 a.m. 
Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in Saline County 
works as a consultant for the Electric Cooperatives of 
Arkansas to promote energy efficiency to cooperative 
members statewide. To order Doug’s video or ask energy 
efficiency-related questions, call Doug at 1-501-653-7931. 
More energy-efficiency tips, as well as Doug’s columns, 
can also be found at www.ecark.org. Source: Rural 
Arkansas Magazine

A lot has happened since my last 
article. Record numbers of tornadoes 
have occurred in several states, 
resulting in massive destruction and 
loss of lives. Probably few, if any, 
lives were lost to those who planned 
ahead and installed a safe room. For 
many years, I have recommended 
that folks include a safe room as 
part of their new house construction. 
Planning is important. 
 Record flooding has also occurred, 
resulting in similar destruction and 
additional loss of lives. Although 
the flood plain maps will no doubt 
be revised, those who planned ahead 
and built above the existing flood 
plain received less damage than those 
who did not. When I built my wife’s 
new house, I used the 500-year flood 
map. I had seen way too many houses 
flooded that were located in the 100-
year flood plain zone. Twice in the 
last eight years, I have been glad 

that I used the 500-year map. Again, 
planning is important. 
 And now, adding to our problems, 
there are record prices at the gasoline 
pump. Because of this and other 
things, we are seeing cost increases 
in practically every item that we buy. 
What are we going to do? Well, I hate 
problems, but I enjoy trying to solve 
them. I have learned that most can 
be solved if common sense prevails. 
Common sense tells me that if there is 
a shortage of funds, I must spend less 
or make more money. Some of you 
are already thinking – here comes his 
energy efficiency stuff again. And you 
are right.
 I have a friend who has lived in 
his 1,800-square-foot Doug Rye house 
for 25 years. He spent an extra $2,000 
to build his house to my specifications, 
which included a geothermal heat 
pump. As best we can determine, he 
has saved his family about $10,600 in 
utility bills by doing so. And consider 
this – he is still saving money every 
month for as long as he lives in the 
house. When someone else lives 
in the house, he or she will receive 
the benefits. Remember the famous 
Doug Rye saying, “Energy efficiency 
costs nothing, it makes you money”? 
Think of this. If he had not used my 
techniques in his new house, he would 

have sent that $10,600 to the utility 
company by now. 
 Actually, he included the $2,000 
in his 30-year loan, which increased 
his house payment by $12 per month. 
That saved him $25 per month on his 
utility bill, which means he spent none 
of his own money and had a positive 
cash flow from day one. That was 
super smart planning. 
 We are at the beginning of the 
summer season. If your utility bills are 
high, why not make a plan now that 
will help you lower those bills? It’s a 
little difficult for me to tell you exactly 
what you need to do at your house, 
but if you have read, and continue 
to read, these monthly columns, you 
should be able to develop a good plan. 
With the 30 percent federal tax credit, 
geothermal is more feasible now than 
ever, so you might want to make it a 
part of your plan. 
 I just returned from conducting 
seminars in Florida and Alabama 
where the electric rate is almost a 
third higher than in Arkansas. Every 
indication is that electric rates will 
increase in the near future. You can 
either make and implement your plan 
or find a way to increase your income. 
Planning is important, but it is up to 
you. Feel free to call me and I will 
help you.

Planning Is Important
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,

the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”
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Tankless water heaters (also known as on-
demand water heaters) are said to have four 
advantages over a traditional tank-type water 
heater.
1)   Smaller unit
2)  Unlimited supply of hot water
3)  Instantaneous hot water if installed at  
  the point-of-use
4)  Reduced water
  heating costs
But, let’s take a 
closer look. 
#1  Smaller Unit - It is 
true that tankless water 
heaters do not require a 
lot of space. Many are 
wall-mounted. A larger 
unit typically requires 
an area no larger than 
24-inches square and 
extends from the wall 
about eight to ten inches. 
#2  Unlimited Supply 
of Hot Water - If the 
user demands too much 
hot water, the largest 
whole house tankless 
water heater may not 
meet the demand. A 
combination of showers 
or a shower, dishwasher 

and sink in use simultaneously may cause 
the water temperature to drop. Also, a 
minimum rate of flow on most units is 
required to power up the unit. 
#3 Instantaneous Hot Water - It is true 
your hot water is available “instantaneously” 
if the unit is installed near the point-of-use. 

If not installed in close 
proximity or within a 
few feet away, it will 
take a few seconds to 
a few minutes for hot 
water to get to the faucet. 
This situation is similar 
to a conventional water 
heating system.
#4 Reduced Water-
Heating Costs - Most 
vendors claim a savings 
of 15-20%. On-demand 
water heaters can save 
money but not by heating 
the water more efficiently. 
The savings stem mostly 
from the reduction of 
standby heat losses 
associated with tank-type 
heaters. Heat losses on 
a tank-type water heater 
can be reduced by the use 
of tank insulation. 

A Closer Look at Tankless Water Heaters
Things to consider:
• Is your service size large enough 
to handle the added load which is 
required? 
• Dimming lights and low voltage 
concerns may occur with the 
tankless due to the sudden current 
draw required by the unit. 
• If maintenance is required, is a 
qualified service technician readily 
available? 
•  Will replacement parts be 
available locally or need to be 
ordered which may cause repair 
delays?
 Temperature setbacks, insulating 
piping, and low-flow showerheads 
can all save on costs and may be 
more practical and less expensive 
than a tankless water heater.
 A practical application for a 
tankless water heater might be 
installing one in a half bath where 
water demand is low and location is 
away from your conventional water 
heater. A shop restroom is another 
good example.

Heating 
elements

Hot water out
Cold water in

Source: U.S. Department of Energy

Unlike a traditional water heater, a wall-mounted
tankless model does not store hot water. It heats 
water only as it is used with heating elements 
inside the water heater that are activated when a 
hot water faucet or valve is opened. Consumers 
can generally save more on energy costs by using 
ttraditional water heaters (with a tank) efficiently. 

A tankless water heater at work

www.petersheatingandair.com

Our professional service
gives you great comfort
Our professional service
gives you great comfort
Any make, any model, any time.
When you need service on your energy system, 
put over 55 years of experience to work for you.
We'll be efficient, professional, and competitively priced.

And, with federal tax credits up to $500 and rebates
from Carrier up to $1250, this is a great time to
upgrade your current energy system.

4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL  •  (217) 222-1368
1401 W. Washington • Pittsfield, IL • (217) 285-1600
1975 Keokuk St. • Hamilton, IL • (217) 847-2777
Also in Hannibal, Kirksville & Columbia, MO 
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Slow-Baked Mac & Cheese

Slow-Baked Mac & Cheese
Submitted by Laura Dotson

1 1/2 cups milk
12 oz. fat-free evaporated milk
1/4 cup unsalted butter, melted (cooled to 
 room temperature)
3 large eggs
1/2 tsp. salt
12 oz. shredded cheese (Italian blend or Fontina)
1/2 lb. elbow macaroni, par cooked (6-7 minutes)  
 & drained
1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese
Black pepper to taste

Spray the inside of your slow cooker with cook-
ing spray. Combine milk, evaporated milk, eggs, 
butter, and salt in slow cooker and whisk until 
smooth. Add shredded cheese (not Parmesan) and 
macaroni, sprinkle with black pepper. Stir gently 
to coat evenly. Sprinkle Parmesan cheese on top. 
Cover and cook on high for 30 minutes. After 30 
minutes, reduce temperature to low and cook for 
2 1/2 hours, until custard is set in the center and 
pasta is tender. The macaroni and cheese may sit 
in the cooker on the warm setting for 30 minutes 
before serving.

Zucchini Cookies
Submitted by Joanna Bruns

1 cup grated zucchini 1 tsp. baking soda
1 cup sugar  1/2 cup margarine
1 egg (beat in)  2 cups all-purpose flour
1 tsp. cinnamon  1/2 tsp. cloves
1/2 tsp. salt  1 cup chopped nuts

Thoroughly combine zucchini, soda, sugar, and 
margarine. Add egg. Add dry ingredients. Chill 
dough at least 2 hours. Drop by teaspoonsful onto 
greased cookie sheet. Bake at 375 degrees for 12-
15 minutes. Makes about 3 dozen.

Creamy 
Chicken Enchiladas

Submitted by Charlotte Green
1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese
2 Tbsp. water
2 tsp. onion powder
2 tsp. cumin
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. pepper
5 cups diced and cooked chicken
2 cans (10.5 oz.) cream of 
 chicken soup, undiluted
2 cups sour cream
1 cup milk
2 (4.5 oz.) cans green chilies
2 cups cheese
Flour tortilla shells

In a large bowl, beat the cream 
cheese, water, onion powder, 
cumin, salt, and pepper until 
smooth. Stir in chicken. Place 
chicken mixture down center of 
shell, roll up, and place seam 
side down in baking dish. In a 
bowl, combine the soup, sour 
cream, milk, and chilies. Pour 
over chicken. Bake uncovered at 
350 degrees for 30-40 minutes. 
Sprinkle with cheese and bake 5 
minutes longer until cheese 
is melted. 

Is your organization selling a cookbook? 
We’ll feature it for free with space-permit-
ting. Send details, a contact phone number 
and three sample recipes to:
  Adams Electric Cooperative
  Country Kitchen
  P. O. Box 247
  Camp Point, IL  62320

Green Goddess Dip
Submitted by Tasha Voga

2 medium tomatoes, chopped
2 green peppers, chopped
1 bunch green onions, chopped
1 can (6 oz.) black olives, chopped
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese
2 cups shredded mozzarella   
 cheese
1 bottle (16 oz.) Green Goddess   
 dressing
Mix all ingredients together. 
Refrigerate for several hours. 
Great with tortilla chips.

Fruit Salad
Submitted by Marilyn Heinie

3 cups water
2 pkgs. vanilla tapioca pudding
1 pkg. orange jello
1 can (11 oz.) mandarin 
 oranges, drained
1 can (8 oz.) pineapple tidbits,   
 drained
1 container (8 oz.) cool whip

Boil 3 cups water. Add tapioca 
mixes and orange jello mix. Cook 
until slightly thickened. Let cool 
slightly. Add oranges and pine-
apple. Stir in cool whip.

Correction: Zucchini Bread from June 
2011 - All items listed as Tbsp. should be 
tsp. Please note that “T.” means “table-
spoon” when submitting recipes. We 
apologize for the error.
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Comical Improv
July 14 (6-10pm), State Room, 
8th & State, Qcy. Build-your-own 
pasta dinner & comical improv. $20/
person. Proceeds benefit Cheerful 
Home Childcare’s summer program. 
(217) 228-0654

St. Anthony Picnic
July 16 (5pm-midnight), St. Anthony 
Church, 2223 St. Anthony Rd., Qcy. 
Food, raffle, live music, kiddie land 
w/crafts, games & rides, silent 
auction, air-cond. bingo & country 
store. (217) 222-5996

Early Tin Dusters Car 
Cruise
July 16 (6-10pm), HyVee, 1400 
Harrison, Qcy. Cruise every third 
Saturday through September. All 
vehicles welcome. 50/50 drawing 
to raise money for Camp Callahan. 
Music, food & fellowship.

Aesop’s Fables
July 17 (9:30-10:15am & 10:30-
11:15am), Quincy Public Library, 
Large Meeting Room. Presented by 
the Quincy Community Theatre. Call 
(217) 223-1309 for reservations.

Ridge View Winery 
Sweet Corn Festival
July 17 (12-5pm), Ridge View 
Winery, Mt. Sterling. Band from 
2-5pm (217) 289-3300

Hancock Co. Fair
July 20-24, Augusta. Queen & Little 
Miss pageant, I.F.P.A. sanctioned 
tractor pull, FFA shows, mud 
bog, barrel race, demo derby, 
Cheeseburgers performance 
& antique tractor pull. 

150th Anniversary 
Ice Cream Social
July 21 (4-7pm), St. Peter’s of 
Lost Prairie Church, 5 mi. from 
104 east on Kellerville blacktop. 
Famous homemade ice cream, 
desserts, maidrites & more. 
Freewill offering. (217) 316-9022

Germanfest
July 22 & 23 (5-10pm), 
South Park, Qcy. Celebration 
of Quincy’s rich German 
heritage. Food, refreshments & 
entertainment. Benefits Arthritis 
Foundation. (217) 228-1193

Quincy Volunteer 
Emergency Corps 
Fundraiser
July 24 (starts at noon), Stub’s 
Tavern, 3rd & Locust, Qcy. Live 
auction at 1pm, live music, food 
& gun raffle. (217) 440-8226

Family Fun in the Sun
July 26 (6pm), Madison Park, 
Qcy. Wet and Wild Adventure. If 
inclement weather, event moved 
to Emerson Community Center. 
Program by Quincy Park District.

Adams Co. Fair
July 28-Aug. 3, Adams Co. 
Fairgrounds, Mendon. 4-H show, 
Little Mr. & Miss contest, queen 
pageant, bull riding, “Diamond 
Rio” concert, tractor pulls, quad 
races, demo derby, and horse 
arena events. (217) 936-2230

Cowboy Mounted 
Shooting
July 31 (7pm), Adams Co. 
Fairgrounds, Mendon. (217) 
242-5696

Add It Up for Addi
July 9 (5-11:55pm), Machinists Hall, 
2929 S. 5th, Qcy. 4-yr.-old Addison 
Knuffman of Liberty is battling extreme 
complications of Neurofibromatosis, 
Type 1. Benefit to help defray medical & 
travel expenses. Food, scavenger hunt, 
silent auction, raffles & music. For more 
info, call Renee at (217) 228-0673.

Heritage Days
July 9-10, Golden. Demonstrations 
and exhibits showing life in the 1800s. 
Entertainment and flea market. Sweet 
corn dinner w/ Windmill Pork Chops, 
brats, etc. (217) 696-4859

Round Barn
July 10 (1-5pm), Round Barn, next to 
Adams Co. Fairgrounds. Pony rides, 
petting zoo, free kettle korn, antique toys 
on display. (217) 222-0412

St. Joseph Ice Cream Social
July 10 (4-9pm), St. Joseph Church, 
1435 E. 1500th St. (intersection 
of Columbus Rd. & Ellington Rd.). 
Homemade ice cream, toppings, 
sandwiches, games, fellowship & fun for 
all. Carryouts & ice cream by the gallon 
available. (217) 434-8442 

Community Band Concert
July 10 & 24 (7pm), Central Park, 
Rushville. Music & refreshments.

Schuyler Co. Fair
June 29-July 4, Schuyler Co. 
Fairgrounds, Rushville. Harness 
racing, queen pageant, little Mr./Miss 
& talent shows. 

4th of July Celebration
July 4, Mt. Sterling Lake. Mud 
volleyball, fireworks and more 
sponsored by Brown Co. Fire District.

4th of July Fireworks
July 4 (7:30pm w/fireworks at 
dusk), Illinois Veterans Home, Qcy. 
In celebration of Illinois Veterans 
Home’s 125th Anniversary. Pre-show 
entertainment by Quincy Park Band.

St. Dominic Card Party
July 7 (11am-3pm), St. Dominic 
School, Qcy. $4 lunch, 50/50 drawing, 
prizes. Call Margie at (217) 434-8306 
for reservations.

Pleasant Grove
Ice Cream Social
July 9 (3:30-7:30pm), Pleasant Grove 
United Methodist Church, South of 
Qcy. Regional Airport on Plainville 
blacktop. Homemade ice cream, 
pies & cakes. Maidrites & hot dogs. 
Strawberries. Free will offering. 
Carryouts available.

Calendar of Events

Photo: 
“Queen Anne’s Lace” 

by Hila Tieman
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Sign up for Automatic Bank Drafting by August 21
and you could win a $500 Electric BillCredit

Automatic Bank Draft Authorization Form 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________
(As it appears on your electric bill) 

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _______________________________________ STATE:________ ZIP:_________________ 

DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO: (______)_________________________________________________ 

ADAMS ELECTRIC ACCOUNT NO(s):_________________________________________________
(As it appears on your electric bill(s). If you have more than one account, include all account numbers you wish to register for Electronic Bank Drafting) 

NAME CHECKING ACCOUNT IS IN:__________________________________________________ 

NAME OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTION:________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTION:______________________________________________ 

CITY: _______________________________________ STATE:_________ZIP:__________________ 

I (We), authorize Adams Electric Cooperative to draw monthly bank drafts on my (our) bank, savings and loan, or credit 
union checking account for the payment of my (our) monthly electric bill(s) on the due date as printed on the monthly 
bill(s). I (we) agree to a one year term, after which,  I (we) may discontinue participation in the plan by notifying an 
Adams Electric representative at least two weeks in advance by calling (217)593-7701 or toll-free 1-800-232-4797.  I 
understand that Adams Electric reserves the right to limit participation in Electronic Bank Drafting to members whose 
accounts are in good standing. If there are insufficient funds to cover the monthly bank draft, Adams Electric will assess a 
$25.00 charge, remove the account from the plan, and mail a notice of amount due. 

Signature:_______________________________________________Date:_______________________

Spouse Signature:_________________________________________Date:_______________________ 

ATTACH VOIDED CHECK: 
Please bring this form and voided check to our office or mail both to: Adams Electric Cooperative 
Attention: Accounting, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, IL 62320-0247. After you are enrolled, you will continue to receive a 
bill.  Your bill will show the amount to be automatically drafted from your account on the 21st of each month or the 
business day before if the 21st falls on a holiday or weekend.  

Who referred you to the program?____________________________________(Only one referral name allowed.) 

Automatic Bank Drafting Form
* All Adams Electric Coopera-
tive members who sign up for 
bank drafting by August 21 will 
receive a chance to win a $500 
electric bill credit at the annual 
meeting. You do not have to be 
present to win. New enrollees 
must sign a 1-year commitment 
to use bank drafting. Current 
bank drafting members must be 
active in bank drafting through 
the drawing time frame. All 
bank drafting members must 
remain an active member of 
Adams Electric and the bank 
account must have sufficient 
funds. 

Refer-A-Friend 
& earn extra 

chances in the 
drawing!

Any member who has a current 
or new bank drafting account 
can refer-a-friend. If the friend 
lists an established bank draft-
ing member, the established 
member will receive an extra 
chance in the drawing for the 
$500 electric bill credit. It is 
your responsibility to make 
sure your friend lists your name 
on their application under the 
referral section. Members may 
refer as many members as 
they wish and receive an extra 
chance for every member who is 
successfully signed up for bank 
drafting.

For more 
information, call 

Adams Electric at:
(800) 232-4797



I DON’T LEAVE THE TV ON
FOR THE COFFEE TABLE. 
WHY COOL AN EMPTY HOUSE?

It only makes sense. My house shouldn’t have to work so hard when I’m 
taking it easy on vacation. So now I adjust my thermostat, turn off my 
water heater and unplug as much as I can before I pull away, and those 
simple acts save me some serious money. Money I can spend on things 
like vacations. What can you do? Find out how the little changes add up 
at TogetherWeSave.com. TOGETHERWESAVE.COM


