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Thank you for the Live Line Presentation! The 
members of Project C.A.R.S. (Caring About 
Riding Safely) just wanted to take the time 
to express our gratitude for all of the help 
we received this year. We received second 
place in our region this year and would like 
to thank you for your part in our success!
Sincerely, 
QHS Project C.A.R.S.

Editor’s Note: Manager of Marketing/Member Services 
Bill Stalder and Lead Technician Randy Rigg gave 
presentations at the Brown County Wind Turbine to 
Central Elementary 2nd graders. Below are a couple of 
notes of appreciation from the students:
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Facebook

Credits

On behalf of the 6th Annual Earth Day Planning Committee, thank you 
for your time and expertise that you donated to this year’s Earth Day 
events. This year’s event was a great success, serving over 500 students 
from 29 classes. Over half of the participating teachers have responded 
to our online survey and the responses are all overwhelmingly positive 
about the program and the quality of the presentations offered at Earth 
Day 2012. We cannot get these results without your generous help. 
Thank you!
Sincerely, 
Jennifer Sousa, John Wood Community Education Specialist

We wish to thank Brad for coming out on such a windy and rainy night 
to check our electrical problem. 
Thanks again,
Willis & Carolyn Altenhein

The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!

Click on our link at: 

www.adamselectric.coop

Summer Hours

   Due to the hot weather,    Engineering and    Operations line crews will    be working from 6:00 a.m.-    2:30 p.m. from July 2      through August 31. The     Adams Electric Cooperative Office will be open as usual from 7:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday.

Do you have a central air 

conditioning unit and/or 

an electric water heater but 

not electric heat? You could 

qualify for a credit on your 

electric bill. Call for details: 

1-800-232-4797
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by Jim Thompson PE
General Manager

Over the past 
few months, 
members have been 
informed about 
the consolidation 
discussions between 
Adams Electric 

Cooperative (AEC) and Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop. (WIEC).  
The first step was for both co-ops to 
submit their financial data to National 
Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance 
Corporation (CFC) to analyze the 
information and make an independent 
assessment of the information.  
 A joint meeting was held between 
both cooperatives’ board of directors 
at the end of May. A representative 
from CFC was there to explain 
how CFC made their analysis.  
CFC created financial models for 
each co-op’s future expenditures, 
looking at operations, maintenance, 
administrative and other costs five 
and ten years in the future. Finally, 
a model was made for the same 
time periods showing the costs and 
projected savings by combining the 
two cooperatives. CFC’s analysis 
indicates the combined cooperatives 
could save $401,074 in the base year 
and $5,238,059 over a ten year period 
at a 2% inflation rate and $6,138,941 
at a 5.0% inflation rate.
 During the meeting, both boards 
had the opportunity to speak with 
Randy Price, CEO of Carroll-White 

REMC in Indiana which finalized a 
consolidation of two cooperatives 
on January 1, 2012. Our boards had 
the opportunity to ask questions on 
their consolidation process. Randy 
indicated that their cooperatives also 
had an analysis prepared by CFC and, 
so far, their savings looks to be more 
significant than indicated.
 With the information exchanged 
at the joint meeting, both boards felt 
good about the discussions. Both 
boards take their responsibility to their 
members seriously with the long term 
goal of keeping electricity reliable and 
affordable.  
 In June, WIEC will hold their 
annual meeting for WIEC members 
to learn more about the consolidation 
process. Committees are being formed 
that will focus on issues such as bylaw 
development, wages and benefits 
for employees, integrating financial 
statements, and rate consolidation. 
A Gantt chart (timeline) has been 
established to keep both cooperatives 
on task. A special committee has also 
been formed that will continue to keep 
employees and members informed of 
the consolidation process.

Board of Directors:
President
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy
Vice President
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Secretary
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Richard King .................. Huntsville
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
George Schneider ................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
Director
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

Consolidation 
Update

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson

www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”

Adams Electric Cooperative
will be closed July 4 to celebrate 

Independence Day.
If the event of an outage,

please contact us at (800) 232-4797.

*Bill credit must be claimed by July 31, 2012.
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Notification:  Assignment of 2011 Margins
 Assignments of 2011 margins to members doing business with Adams Electric Cooperative have been calculated.  A total 
of $1,062,795 of margins has been allocated as capital credits for the year 2011.  The Cooperative has calculated each mem-
ber’s share of the margins and credited that amount to your capital credit account.
 Allocation notices will be sent to each member who received service during 2011.  These notices will inform you of your 
share of the capital credits.  This amount is only an accounting credit.  It cannot be claimed at the present time nor can it be 
applied against your current electric bill.
 The board of directors reviews the financial condition of the Cooperative before determining when and how much capital 
credits can be returned to the members.  The Cooperative has paid capital credits through 1982 and a portion of 1983, so it 
will be some time before we will pay 2011 capital credits.
 Please remember, you must be a member and have service in your name to have capital credits assigned.  If you are re-
ceiving electric service in someone else’s membership or the service is in the name of a deceased person, you will not receive 
capital credits.  The capital credit check will always be issued in the name of the person on the membership or the estate of a 
deceased member.
 If you ever move off Cooperative lines, please provide us with your new address so we can send your future capital credit 
checks.  Please contact Steve Jennings, Manager of Finance, if you have any questions.

By and large, we don’t get to choose 
who provides our electric service. Folks 
on opposite sides of the road may be 
served by different electric providers, 
some by an investor-owned utility, 
others a city-owned municipal electric 

system and some by an electric cooperative. Adams 
Electric is a not-for-profit electric cooperative owned by 
you and your fellow members.
      But there’s one major difference between these enti-
ties. Every home or business that receives power from 
an electric cooperative–18 million in 47 states–owns a 
portion of the utility. As a result, anyone who receives 
cooperative electric service becomes a member and con-
sumer, not a customer. Across the nation, electric co-ops 
serve more than 42 million people on 2.5 million miles 
of some of the most difficult and rural distribution lines.
      Being a member matters. Adams Electric Coopera-
tive doesn’t exist to make profits for distant investors on 
Wall Street. We exist to provide you with safe, reli-
able, and affordable electric service–and doing so in a 
way that raises the quality of life in our communities. 
Because electric co-ops operate on a not-for-profit basis, 
they have no need to increase revenues above what it 
takes to run the business in a financially sound man-
ner. This structure helps keep your electric bill afford-
able. Investor owned utilities typically have 35 or more 
customers per mile of line. At Adams, there are approxi-
mately 3.5 members per mile of line. A lower customer 
density results in a much higher capital investment per 
customer. Although faced with much higher capital 
costs per consumer, Adams constantly utilizes the latest 
in technology to help maintain competitive rates.   
      Membership also matters because electric co-ops 

care about improving the quality of life in the areas they 
serve. From putting up lights at the high school football 
stadium to taking donations for the local food bank, 
Adams Electric invests in the local community where 
you live and work. In just the past few years Adams has 
donated almost $230,000 to local communities through 
its Penny Power program. 
      Membership matters because it entitles you to cer-
tain benefits like energy advice to help you find ways 
to lower your electricity use, or college scholarships for 
your children. You receive this Adams Outlet newsletter 
because you’re a member of an electric cooperative that 
wants you to stay abreast of important co-op news and 
events. 
      Membership matters because you have a voice and a 
vote in how your co-op is governed. Through democrat-
ic control, members like you elected me and others from 
our co-op to serve on the board of directors. Control 
stays in local hands. Your board of directors, along with 
those who work for your co-op, are among your friends 
and neighbors.
      Membership matters because you receive returns on 
your investment in your co-op. Electric co-ops aim to 
operate at-cost, so any excess revenues, or margins, are 
returned to members in the form of capital credits, based 
on their electric use.
 Membership matters because outstanding customer 
service is critically important. Adams service, as mea-
sured by American Customer Satisfaction Index (ACSI), 
consistently receives far higher ratings than other elec-
tric providers. Members receive quick, courteous, and 
meaningful responses to their inquiries or requests. 
      The bottom line: Membership matters because you 
are a key part of your electric cooperative.

Membership Matters
By Jim Benz, President of Adams Electric Cooperative’s Board of Directors
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48 x 56 x 14  
Gray & Charcoal

40 x 48 x 15
Stone & Burnished Slate

We also o�er building 
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.
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Every year, Adams Electric Cooperative, Amer-
enCIPS and University of Illinois Extension join 
forces to teach local students about electricity. 
They not only learn how it works and how to use 
it safely, but also how to use it efficiently. This 
year’s event was held June 6 at Bailey Park in 
Camp Point. 
    Although the event was originally intended to 
specifically help 4-H members prepare for the fair, 
today, attendees are both 4-H members and non-
members. Some students’ parents are members of 
the Co-op while others are customers of Amer-
enCIPS. Any student, age 8-18, within traveling 
distance is welcome to attend. 
    This year’s school consisted of an Energy Use 
game, a Power Town safety demonstration, and 
five workshops.
    During the Energy Use game, every student was 
given a dime. Students were asked questions and 
chose the answer that would save the most energy. 
When students chose an incorrect answer, they 
paid the piggy bank, representing their charge for 
extra energy use. Dimes were collected as students 
were eliminated from the competition. The winner, 
Harley Street, answered every question correctly. 
Harley received the piggy bank full of dimes as 
his prize for saving the most energy. Harley is the 
son of Kraig Street, Forester at Adams Electric.
    Next, students watched a Power Town safety 

demonstration. The Power 
Town model was used to 
illustrate several hazardous 
situations. Then students were 
taught how to handle each 
situation safely. 
    After the safety 
demonstration, students were 
divided into five groups 
based on their skill level and 
previous attendance.
    First year students made 
their own extension cords. 
Beginners learned the basics 
of electricity and were able to 
take their cords home.
    Second year students picked 
their favorite soda can and 
learned how to make their very 
own lamp.  

Harley Street, 
above, won the 
Energy Use game 
for answering all 
of the questions 
correctly. 
Congratulations, 
Harley!
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    Third year students 
learned the basics of 
house wiring in the cir-
cuits and switches class. 
    Fourth year students 
toured the Pigeon Creek 
Wind Turbine. 
    The final class allowed 
students to see how the 
Cooperative uses its 
mapping system to locate 
members, maintain 
equipment and restore 
power during outages. 
    Instructors this year 
were: Tafi Walker and 
Christina Hugenberg of AmerenCIPS; Christine Morey, Sharon 
Knorr, Sheri Merry, Whitney Harris, Jamie Ellerbrock and Siera 
Thompson of University of Illinois Extension; Larry Long, Deb 
Rhea, Peggy Koetters, Mike Olson, Kraig Street, Kevin Knight, 
Randy Rigg, Bill Stalder, Tim Brecht and Joyce Bockhold of 
Adams Electric Cooperative; Carolyn Roberts, a parent; and, Da-
kota Cantrell, a 4-H Federation member.

For more information about Electricity School or to be added to our mailing list for next year’s event, contact 
Laura Dotson at Adams Electric Cooperative at (800) 232-4797 or Christine Morey at University of Illinois 
Extension at (217) 223-8380. You may also visit Adams Electric’s website at: www.adamselectric.coop or 
University of Illinois Extension’s website at: http://web.extension.illinois.edu/abhps/

Join us in 2013
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A Member-OWNER
 First of all, as a member, you have a say in how your Coopera-
tive operates. You, along with all of our members, own Adams Elec-
tric Cooperative. Your opinions matter and are reflected in the way 
we do business. 

Decisions Made by Members
 You elect a board of directors who help make decisions on your 
behalf. These directors, members just like you, are trained on current 
issues facing cooperatives. They must stay informed on cooperative 
operations, rate structures, legislation, environmental concerns, future 
power supply, advancing technology, nearly every facet that may 
have an impact on the utility industry. The board of directors speak 
on your behalf and have your best interest at heart. Their education 
and commitment to your Cooperative, help make Adams Electric 
a success. 

Your Annual Meeting
 For your voice to be heard, it is important that you attend your 
annual meeting. An annual meeting is where policy is proposed and 
voted on by members. It is also where you elect your directors. Every 
member-owner has one vote. 

You are not only a member of 
Adams Electric but a member-owner. 

That means a lot when it comes 
to buying electricity. 
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Electric Service At Cost
 Your Cooperative is a private, inde-
pendent, not-for-profit electric utility. It 
was established to serve a need -- that 
is to provide affordable electricity to its 
members. Your Cooperative is not in 
business to make a profit for investors or 
stockholders. 430885-001-1 We provide 
your electricity at cost. The amount you 
pay reflects the cost of electricity, day-to-
day operations and the cost to sustain the 
Co-op through any losses.

All Profits Are Yours
 Each year, operating margins are 
allocated to a member’s account based 
on how much electricity was purchased. 
Once the funds have been used to sustain 
the Cooperative through any losses, 
profits are returned to members. We call 
these profits “capital credits”. The Coop-
erative has been returning capital credits 
to members for the last several years 
based on a target 25-30 year rotation. In 
2010, the Cooperative returned approxi-
mately $412,000 to members who had 
service in 1982 and 1983. Unfortunately, 
due to the June 2011 storm, a major 
loss for the Cooperative, the board of 
directors voted against returning capital 
credits in 2011. 

State and National 
Representation
 Your Cooperative is a member of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Coopera-
tives. Statewide associations provide 
a unified voice and offer commonly 
desired services. 
 There are 840 distribution coop-
eratives nationally, including Adams 
Electric, that are part of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA). These cooperatives serve 
an estimated 42 million members in 47 
states. The NRECA represents the na-
tional interests of cooperatives providing 
legislative, legal and regulatory represen-
tation. The NRECA provides financial 
services, education and training programs, 
and helps support environmental research.

A Touchstone Energy 
Cooperative
 Touchstone Energy, the national 
brand of electric cooperatives, provides 
resources that allow local cooperatives to 
take advantage of economies of scale and 
enhance our relationship with members. 

Through Touchstone Energy, 
we are able to combine 

resources with other co-

operatives 
to develop 
programs 
that benefit 
all electric 
cooperative members. Your Cooperative 
is able to offer tools to help you save 
energy such as the TogetherWeSave pro-
gram available at togetherwesave.com. 
Touchstone Energy has also developed 
programs to help us educate students 
about safety and the environment.  
Commitment to Community
 Electric cooperatives take a leadership 
role by investing in community and eco-
nomic development projects. We educate 
members about safety and energy effi-
ciency. We put time, money and expertise 
to work building the local economy. 
 Your Cooperative is making a differ-
ence in the local area through its Penny 
Power program. In this program, mem-
bers have their bills rounded to the near-
est dollar. The money raised is awarded 
through grants to groups and organizations 
in or near Adams’ service territory. Since 
the first grant in 2005, the program has 
awarded nearly $230,000 to benefit worthy 
projects all over our service territory.
 Adams Electric participates in the 
REDLG program through the USDA. 
REDLG is a zero interest loan pro-
gram to help fund local business 
projects that will create or retain 
jobs in rural areas. The Co-op 
also has a revolving loan fund 
that it uses to provide loans 
to local businesses.
Member Services 
 As a member of 
Adams Electric, you can 
take advantage of several 
benefits. 
 The Cooperative 
offers a load control 
program to help curtail 
costs during times of 
high electric demand. 
Members can receive a 
lower rate or credit by 
meeting criteria defined 
by each controlled rate 
class. 
 Members looking to 
save energy can borrow 
money from the Coopera-
tive at a low interest rate to 
pay for energy efficiency 
upgrades, such as a heating 
and cooling system or insula-
tion. The Cooperative also loans 

a Kill-A-Watt meter to interested members 
to help members track the usage of indi-
vidual pieces of equipment (i.e. a garage 
refrigerator).
 Air Evac, a life-flight service, allows 
members of the Cooperative to pay for 
an Air Evac membership conveniently 
on their monthly electric bill or directly 
through Air Evac at a discounted 
annual price. 
Our Mission
 Adams Electric Cooperative’s mission 
is to strive to exceed our members’ ex-
pectations by providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a cooperative 
and environmentally responsible manner. 
Our Vision
 Adams Electric Cooperative’s vision 
is to be the area’s preferred electricity 
provider by utilizing the latest resources 
and technology to provide exceptional and 
affordable service to our members.
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Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio program “Home Remedies” 
on WTAD every Saturday morning at 9:06 a.m. Doug Rye, a 
licensed architect living in Saline County works as a consultant 
for the Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas to promote energy 
efficiency to cooperative members statewide. To ask energy 
efficiency-related questions, call Doug at 1-501-653-7931. More 
energy-efficiency tips, as well as Doug’s columns, can also be 
found at www.ecark.org. Source: Rural Arkansas Magazine

I am writing this column at 5:45 a.m. 
as I watch the beautiful sun rise. Yes, 
the amazing sun. As you may recall, 
we have discussed previously how all 
energy comes from the sun and how 
heat travels by three methods. We 
have already discussed conduction and 
convection, and will now discuss what I 
consider to be the most interesting form 
of heat transfer of the three, radiation. 
 Webster’s dictionary defines 
radiation as, “the process in which 
energy in the form of rays of light, 
heat, etc., is sent out from atoms and 
molecules as they undergo internal 
change.” Radiation is the only 
mechanism of heat transfer that can 
transmit energy across empty space. 
Radiation from the sun travels to earth 
by the visible spectrum, such as white 
light, which we can see, and by the 
invisible spectrum, which we can’t 
see, as in the form of radio waves, 
microwaves, infrared waves, ultraviolet 
waves, X-rays, gamma rays, and who 
knows what other waves or rays that 
might be discovered in the future. This 
form of heat transfer can actually affect 
our mood, attitude and happiness.
 Suppose that it has been really cold 
and we haven’t seen the sun in days. 
Suddenly, the sun comes out and we all, 
including our pets, hurry outside or to a 

window to absorb the sun’s marvelous 
heat rays. If we live in a northern state, 
we may dream of heading to the Gulf 
Coast to bathe in the sun. Of course, 
those same marvelous rays can ruin that 
trip and be very painful if we absorb too 
many of them.
 Do you sometimes dream, as I 
do, about being in a log cabin in the 
mountains on a snowy day with a big 
fire burning in a stone fireplace? Can 
anything be better than backing up to 
that fire and feeling that heat on your 

backside? Of course, your front side 
is cold while the backside may be 
overheating so you turn around fairly 
often. Less I be misunderstood, as 
much as one might enjoy this event, a 
wood-burning fireplace is almost never 
an efficient way to heat one’s entire 
house. I can almost see some of you 
wanting to argue with me right now, 
but we will save that for another time. 
But remember that the wood you are 
burning is stored energy from the sun, 
which made rain, warm soil, and green 
leaves possible. 
 As mentioned before, examples 
of all three types of heat transfer 

may be present at the same location. 
In the fireplace, the fire heats the air 
[convection], the stone absorbs the 
radiant rays [radiation], and anything 
that touches the stone or hot coals gets 
burned [conduction].
 Well, I could write many pages 
about conduction, convection and 
radiation. And I would enjoy doing 
so. But our goal is to help us all better 
understand how heat transfer relates 
to energy efficiency and energy usage, 
which relates to comfort and utility 

bills, which is what we most care about 
anyway, right? Probably so, but you 
must admit that it is neat to be able to 
better understand anything relating to 
energy efficiency. 
 As I have enjoyed writing these 
three columns, I have thought of so 
many examples that I want to share with 
you. And that is exactly what we plan 
do in the future columns. But you know, 
one should not be surprised at so many 
possibilities since ALL energy comes 
from only ONE really big object, the 
sun, which I am now watching set in the 
western sky. See you next month.  

The Science of Radiation
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,

the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”

Energy & Safety Tip: 
A little dryer maintenance can keep your family 
safe and help your dryer run more efficiently. 
Clean your lint filter after every load. Make sure 
the dryer vent is tightly connected and that the 
hose is not clogged or kinked.
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Director 
Nominations 
By Petition

The bylaws of Adams 
Electric Cooperative provide 
that nominations can be made 
by petition of 25 Cooperative 
Members. Blank petitions 
are available at the 
Cooperative office.  

The names of the nominees by 
petition will be listed on the 
official ballot to be voted on at 
the September 5, 2012 Annual 
Meeting. Petitions must be 
returned to the office by 5 p.m., 
Monday, July 23, 2012.

Nominating Committee Report

Nominating Committee pictured (l-r): Glen Koch, Steve Vonholt, Clark Knight, 
Charlotte Krueger, Jerry Daggett, Barb Speckhart, and Albert Peter

Pursuant to the Cooperative’s 
Bylaws, the Nominating Committee 
met at the office of Adams Electric 
Cooperative in Camp Point, Illinois 
on Wednesday, May 16, 2012 at 6:00 
p.m. DST to nominate candidates for 
election of directors of Adams Electric 
Cooperative.  
 The following Nominating 
Committee Members were present: 
Jerry Daggett and Albert Peter 
representing District 7; Clark Knight 
and Glen Koch, representing District 
8; Charlotte Krueger and Steve 
Vonholt, representing District 9; and 
Barb Speckhart, member-at-large. 
 Jim Thompson, General 
Manager, was present at the opening 
of the meeting and presented each 
Committee Member a copy of the 
Bylaws and called their attention to 
the qualifications of directors and the 
nominating procedure. At the consent 
of the Committee Members, Manager 
Thompson served as Chairman Pro 
Tem until a Chairman had been 
elected.  
 Manager Thompson opened the 
floor to nominations for Committee 
Chairman. Clark Knight nominated 
Glen Koch; seconded by Jerry 

Daggett, the motion carried. There 
being no other nominations, a motion 
was made, seconded and carried to close 
the nominations and cast a unanimous 
ballot for Glen Koch as chairman. 
 Manager Thompson opened the 
floor to nominations for Committee 
Secretary. Glen Koch nominated Steve 
Vonholt; seconded by Barb Speckhart, 
the motion carried. There being no 
other nominations, a motion was 
made, seconded and carried to close 
the nominations and cast a unanimous 
ballot for Steve Vonholt as secretary.
 Manager Thompson excused 
himself from the meeting.
 Chairman Koch opened the floor to 
nominations for director-candidate(s) 
of District 7 representing Lima, Ursa, 
Mendon, Riverside, and Ellington 
Townships of Adams County; and 
Rocky Run and Walker Townships 
of Hancock County. Jerry Daggett 
nominated Jim Benz. A motion was 
made, seconded and carried to close 
nominations.
 Chairman Koch opened the floor to 
nominations for director-candidate(s) 
of District 8 representing Pea Ridge, 
Missouri, Lee, and Buckhorn Townships 
of Brown County. Clark Knight 

nominated Roger Busen. A motion was 
made, seconded and carried to close 
nominations.
 Chairman Koch opened the floor to 
nominations for director-candidate(s) 
of District 9 representing Honey Creek, 
Camp Point, Clayton, Concord, and 
McKee Townships of Adams County. 
Charlotte Krueger nominated Becky 
Barlow. A motion was made, seconded 
and carried to close nominations.
 There being no further business to 
come before the Committee, the meeting 
was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. DST 
following a motion by Clark Knight; 
seconded by Albert Peter, the motion 
carried.

___________________________ 
Glen Koch, Chairman

_____________________________
Steve Vonholt, Secretary
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Recipe

Chicken with Mushrooms 
& Artichokes

Submitted by Susie Jones
4 skinless, boneless chicken breast  
 halves
2 cups chicken broth
2 cloves garlic, crushed
1/2 small onion, finely chopped
1 cup dry white wine
1 (8 oz.) pkg. sliced fresh mushrooms
1 (10 oz.) can artichoke hearts, drained
1 cup heavy cream
Salt and freshly ground pepper to taste
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Place 
chicken in a lightly buttered 9x13 bak-
ing dish. Bake for 25-30 minutes, or un-
til chicken is no longer pink and juices 
run clear. While chicken is baking, 
combine chicken broth, garlic and onion 
in a medium saucepan. Bring to a boil, 
and cook until liquid is reduced to half. 
Add wine, and continue to cook until 
reduced and slightly thickened. Stir in 
mushrooms and artichokes. Reduce heat 
and simmer until mushrooms are tender. 
Stir in heavy cream, and cook, stirring 
occasionally, until thickened. Season 
with salt and pepper. Serve over baked 
chicken. 

Asparagus Salad
Submitted by Mary Aden

1 lb. fresh asparagus, trimmed
2 Tbsp. water
4 cups mixed salad greens
1/4 cup slivered almonds
Raspberry vinaigrette dressing
Place almonds on a cookie sheet. Toast 
in 350 degree oven for 2-3 minutes. 
Place asparagus in microwave-safe 
11x7 baking dish with 2 Tbsp. water. 
Cover and microwave on high for 2-3 
minutes or until crisp and tender. Drain 
immediately and place asparagus in ice 
water for about a minute. Drain and 
pat dry. Place salad greens on serving 
platter. Top with asparagus. Drizzle 
dressing over salad. Top with toasted 
almonds.

Peach Jello Salad
Submitted by Becky Barlow

1 lg. can sliced peaches
3 cups water
1 box vanilla instant pudding
2 boxes peach jello
2 cups marshmallows
Pour peaches with juice into 9x13 dish. 
Bring 3 cups water to a boil. Add instant 
pudding, 2 boxes jello and marshmallows. 
Pour over peaches. Add a few marshmal-
lows on top if desired. Refrigerate.

Chili-Orange Grilled Ribs
Submitted by Carolyn Niekamp

4 lbs. country-style pork ribs
1 1/2 cups orange or apple juice
1/2 cup chili sauce
2 Tbsp. hoisin sauce
1 Tbsp. grated orange rind
1 Tbsp. (or to taste) sriracha sauce (red  
 chili sauce)
2 tsp. firmly packed brown sugar

Place ribs in a 4-5 quart Dutch oven. 
Add orange juice and cover. Marinate 
30-60 minutes. Combine chili sauce, 
hoisin sauce, orange rind, sriracha sauce 
and brown sugar in a small bowl. Pre-
pare a medium fire in charcoal grill or 
preheat one side of gas grill to medium. 
Remove ribs from the Dutch oven and 
pat dry. Discard marinade. Place ribs on 
grill and grill about 1 1/2 to 2 hours or 
until tender, brushing with sauce several 
times during last 20 minutes of grilling. 

 Send us your recipes to: 
 Attn: Laura Dotson
 Adams Electric Cooperative
 P.O. Box 247
 Camp Point, IL 62320
 

Ham & Dill Slices
Submitted by Laura Dotson

Sliced ham
Cream cheese
Dill pickles

Slice each dill pickle in half lengthwise. 
Set aside. Spread cream cheese on a 
slice of ham. Sit pickle slice on edge 
of ham and roll up. Secure ham with 
toothpicks. Slice rolled ham between 
toothpicks into bit-size portions. Repeat 
for each slice of ham. Keep refrigerated 
until ready to serve.
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GFCIs Keep You Safe 
While Doing 
Outdoor Chores

Summer is the perfect 
time for outdoor chores. 
Unfortunately, the 
outdoors can hold many 
dangers. One of those is 
mixing damp conditions 
and electricity. If you 
plan on using electrical 
equipment while you 
work outside, it is im-
portant that your equip-

ment is plugged into a ground fault circuit 
interrupter (GFCI).
 A GFCI monitors the flow of electric-
ity in a circuit. If there is an irregularity, 
even a very small one, the flow of electric-
ity is shut off, preventing an electric shock. 
GFCIs are recommended anywhere where 
water and electricity may meet—such as 
bathrooms, kitchens, laundry rooms, base-
ments, garages, and outdoor receptacles. 
 GFCIs come in several varieties. One 
type is a circuit breaker with a built-in 
GFCI that a qualified electrician can install in a home’s 
panel box to add protection to the circuits it supplies. 
Others come in the form of a receptacle that fits into a 
standard outlet box. For outdoor chores it is important 
to also be aware of the portable GFCI. A portable GFCI 
is a specialized extension cord with GFCI abilities that 
can be plugged into an outlet and used to power your 
electrical equipment, such as hedge trimmers, edgers, 
drills, and saws. 
 “Fortunately staying safe is as simple as plugging 
in an extension cord,” says Molly Hall, Safe Electricity 
program director “Portable GFCIs are available at most 

hardware stores and are a worthwhile investment.”
 Although a GFCI can protect you from dangerous 
conditions when water and electricity meet, there is no 
reason to push your luck. If it is raining or still damp 
outside from raining, postpone your outdoor chores that 
involve electricity. If there is standing water in your 
workplace, wipe it up before you begin working.
 If you have receptacle or portable ground fault cir-
cuit interrupters, you should test them after installation, 
after power failures, and on a monthly basis. They will 
have test and reset buttons for this purpose.  
 For more information on electrical safety both in-
doors and out, visit SafeElectricity.org.
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Heritage Days 
July 14 & 15 (Sat. 6:30-10:30pm 
& Sun. 9:30am-4pm), Prairie Mills 
Windmill, Golden. Concessions, 
karaoke & open mic nite. Church 
service, entertainment, children’s 
carnival, sweet corn dinner, baby, 
little Mr. & Miss & Jr. Miss Contests. 
(217) 696-4859

Homemade 
Ice Cream Social
July 15 (Serving starts at 4pm) St. 
Peter Lutheran Church, Coatsburg. 
Homemade ice cream, maidrites, 
hot dogs, chili dogs, chicken 
salad sandwiches, desserts, tea, 
lemonade & coffee. Free-will 
offering. Serving outdoors with 
additional seating in Fellowship Hall.

Mt. Sterling Ecumenical 
Vacation Bible School
July 16-20 (6-6:30pm meal, 6:30-8pm 
Bible school), First Baptist Church, 
140 E. Main St. Free meal, music, 
games, crafts, fellowship and fun. 
(217) 440-0987

Hancock Co. Fair
July 18-22, Hancock County 
Fairgrounds, Augusta. Special 
events, variety of foods, 4-H, 
livestock, and agricultural exhibits.
(217) 392-2524

151st Anniversary 
Ice Cream Social
July 19 (4-7pm), St. Peter’s of Lost 
Prairie Church, 5 mi. from 104 east 
on Kellerville blacktop. Famous 
homemade ice cream, desserts, 
maidrites & more. Freewill offering. 
(217) 316-9022 

St. Anthony Picnic
July 21 (5pm-midnight), St. Anthony 
Church, 2223 St. Anthony Rd., Qcy. 
Food, raffles, live music, kiddie land 
w/crafts, games & rides, live auction, 
air-cond. bingo. (217) 222-5996

Rushville Community 
Band Concert
July 22 (7pm), Rushville’s Historic 
Central Park. Bring a lawn chair and 
enjoy the music. Free admission. 
(217) 322-2066

Adams Co. Fair
July 26-Aug. 1, Adams Co. 
Fairgrounds, Mendon. 4-H show, 
Little Mr. & Miss contest, queen 
pageant, bull riding, “Chris Cagel” 
concert, tractor pulls, bronc busting, 
demo derby, and horse arena events. 
(217) 936-2230

Brown Co. Fair
July 31-Aug. 4, Brown Co. 
Fairgrounds, Mt. Sterling. (217) 773-
3939 www.browncofair.com

Outdoor Movie Night
July 13 (9pm), East side of Mt. 
Sterling YMCA. Bring your blankets, 
lawn chairs & snacks. Enjoy a family 
movie under the stars. In case of 
inclement weather, the movie will 
be shown in the YMCA gym. Free 
event. (217) 773-2230

Pleasant Grove Methodist 
Church Ice Cream Social
July 14 (3:30-7:30pm), Pleasant 
Grove Methodist Church, east of 
airport & 1 mi. south on Plainville 
blacktop. Homemade ice cream, 
pies, cakes, maidrites, hot dogs, 
strawberries. Freewill offering. 
Carryouts available. Air-conditioned 
& handicapped accessible.

Schuyler Co. Fair
June 29-July 4, Schuyler Co. 
Fairgrounds, Rushville. Harness 
racing, queen pageant, little Mr./Miss 
& talent shows. 

River Power Days
June 30 & July 1 (10am-4pm), Lock 
#19 & AmerenUE power house, 
Keokuk. A celebration of the 1912 
construction work including the 
historic building & colossal structures. 
For the first time this century, the 
public can cross over the Keokuk 
Lock into the AmerenUE power 
house. 

Camp Point 4th of July 
Celebration
July 4 (8am-10pm), Bailey Park, 
Camp Point.

4th of July Celebration
July 7, Mt. Sterling Lake. Firework 
display sponsored by Brown Co. Fire 
District & City of Mt. Sterling

Car Wash
July 7 (2-4pm), Farmers State Bank 
Parking Lot, Versailles. Proceeds 
benefit Brown Co. Children’s Activity 
Group. (217) 225-9021

Kid’s Day
July 8 (1-5pm), Round Barn, Hwy. 
336 by Adams County Fairgrounds. 
Petting zoo, games, kettle corn, rope 
making & more. (217) 936-2162

St. Joseph Ice Cream Social
July 8 (4-9pm), St. Joseph Church, 
1435 E. 1500th St. (intersection 
of Columbus Rd. & Ellington Rd.). 
Homemade ice cream, toppings, 
sandwiches, games, fellowship & fun 
for all. Carryouts & ice cream by the 
gallon available. (217) 434-8442 

United Pullers of America 
Truck & Tractor Pull
July 13 & 19 (6:30pm), July 13 at 
Pike Co. Fair, Pleasant Hill & July 19 
(6pm), Hancock Co. Fair, Augusta. 
www.unitedpullers.org

Calendar of Events

Photo:  “The Lemonade Tree” by Colleen Settles
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First Time
Homeowner Safety
If you are the proud owner of a brand new home, your to-
do list is probably pretty long. One item you might con-
sider moving a little closer to the top of that list is making 
sure your brand new investment is electrically sound.  
 Your home’s electrical system is one of its most crucial 
elements and can be one of its biggest hazards if it isn’t 
in proper working order. Getting the proper permits is a 
critical step in maintaining a safe home and work environ-
ment. When it comes to getting your new home’s electrical 
system checked out, it is a good idea to get an electrical 
inspection.
While it is recommended to get a qualified electrician to 
thoroughly check the system and make sure it is safe, there 
are some things that you can do yourself to make your 
home safer:

• Check for outlets that have loose-fitting plugs, which  
 can overheat and lead to fires. 
• Replace any missing or broken wall plates.
• Make sure extension cords aren’t being used as 
 “permanent” wiring solutions.
• Be sure there are no cords stapled to the wall, 
 baseboard, or other surface.
• Make sure there are ground fault circuit interrupters   
 (GFCIs) in the proper locations—kitchen, bathrooms,  
 garage, laundry room, outdoors—and that they work  
 properly. If not, have a qualified electrician install or  
 replace them.
• Check to see that the wattage of all bulbs in light
 fixtures is the correct wattage for the size of the
 fixture—and that the bulbs are screwed in tightly.   
 Loose bulbs can overheat.
• Be sure that appliance cords are not cracked or frayed,  
 are placed out of high traffic areas, and do not run   
 underneath carpets or rugs.

Help make your new home safe and enjoyable by keeping 
its electrical system in good shape. For more information 
on electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.



It seems obvious in retrospect, but there was a time 
when getting electricity outside of the city limits 
wasn’t a given. Today, the spirit of community that 
co-ops were built upon continues to thrive. And as 
members we can all lend a hand by saving energy. 
Learn how at TogetherWeSave.com.

ELECTRIC CO-OPS WERE
                   CONSTRUCTED
                   WITH LINES,
                    POLES AND
THE FOOLHARDY NOTION
THAT WE ALL PROSPER
BY HELPING EACH OTHER.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM


