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The Cooperative Desk
Dear Jim:
The storm from January 31 to February 8
was the worst ice storm EnerStar has ever
experienced. We brought in twice as many
linemen during this storm as we did in
1988, during our last big storm.
 We certainly appreciate the men you sent our way. 
There’s no help like cooperative help, and your linemen 
exemplified a true cooperative spirit. They worked long, 
hard hours and got along very well with our linemen. We 
appreciate all that they did. 
 We feel very fortunate that our Illinois cooperatives 
have such a good, mutual, working relationship. If there’s 
ever a need at your co-op, please let us know. We’ll be 
glad to provide assistance. Thank you.
Peter E. Kollinger, President and CEO
EnerStar

St. Peter Lutheran Church of Lost Prairie would like to 
thank you for the Penny Power Grant we received. This 
grant helped us toward our goal to have replacement 
windows for our church basement. Thanks to Adams 
Electric for the Penny Power Grant.
Sincerely, 
Elaine Simon, Church Treasurer
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The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!Click on our link at: www.adamselectric.coop
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Electricity School

Do	you	have	a	child	between	the	ages	of	8-18?	Sign	up	for	Electricity	School!

Wed., June 15
Bailey Park, Camp Point

Details	and	
registration	form	
on	page	11.

Congratulations, 
Tammy Blair!

Tammy was the winner of 
an Energy Efficiency Basket
from our recent crossword 
puzzle drawing.

Water Heater Credit
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The Cooperative Desk
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by Steve Fanning
Maintenance Supervisor
Over a thousand deaths 
and tens of thousands 
of injuries every year 
are caused by accidents 
involving electricity. As 
an electric cooperative, 
it is our job to provide 

resources to keep you safe. 
 Every month we publish a safety 
article, tip or checklist in the Adams 
Outlet to keep safety in the forefront of 
your mind.    
 We are a partner of Safe Electricity, 
an award-winning, public awareness 
program of the Energy Education Council. 
Safe Electricity provides life-saving 
information through radio and television 
public service announcements, news 
releases and a comprehensive website 
(safeelectricity.org).
 No matter how much information we 
give you, we cannot force you to listen or 
take it seriously. It is your job to take the 
steps necessary to prevent accidents. 
Don’t take chances. Involve your children 
in our messages. 
 Go online and visit safeelectricity.org. 
Invite your children to join you. Together, 
you’ll find videos, games, and science 
experiments. We recommend “E-Smart 
kids” and “Electric Universe”.
 For those of you who have joined the 
social media community, the Cooperative 
invites you to visit the Adams Outlet on 
Facebook. In recognition of National 
Electrical Safety Month, we will post a 
quick tip on safety every day during the 
month of May. You can access the Adams 
Outlet on Facebook by clicking the link on 
our website at: www.adamselectric.coop. 
 Many tragedies can be avoided 
with greater safety awareness. Please 
join us in our efforts and make safety 
a way of life. 

Board of Directors:
President
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy
Vice President
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Secretary
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Richard King .................. Huntsville
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
George Schneider ................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
Director
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

May is 
National Electrical 

Safety Month

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson

www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative

is committed to exceeding
the expectations

of those we serve!”

This month, Safe Electricity reminds 
you that changing seasons bring 
unsettled weather. Storms and 
flooding bring an increased risk of 
electrocution. Follow the safety tips 
below to prevent serious injury or 
death when dealing with the aftermath 
of a major storm or disaster.
•  When venturing outside after a severe 
storm, stay away from downed power 
lines and be alert to the possibility that 
tree limbs or debris may hide an electrical 
hazard. Assume that any dangling wires 
you encounter are electrical, and treat all 
downed or hanging power lines as if they 
are energized. Warn others to stay away 
and contact the electric utility.
•  If you are driving and come upon 
a downed power line, stay in your 
vehicle, warn others to stay away and 
contact emergency personnel or electric 
utility.  Also when driving, be careful at 
intersections where traffic lights may be 
out. Stop at all railroad crossings, and treat 
road intersections with traffic signals as 
a four-way stop before proceeding 
with caution.
•  Before re-entering storm-damaged 
buildings or rooms, be sure all electric 
and gas services are turned off. Never 
attempt to turn off power at the breaker 
box if you must stand in water to do so. 
If you can’t reach your breaker box safely, 
call your electric utility to shut off power 
at the meter. 
•  Never step into a flooded basement or 
other area if water is covering electrical 
outlets, appliances or cords. Be alert to 
any electrical equipment that could be 
energized and in contact with water. 
Never touch electrical appliances, cords 
or wires while you are wet or standing 
in water. 
•  Cleaning up and using water-damaged 
appliances also carry safety risks.  
Electric motors in appliances that have 
been drenched or submerged should be 
thoroughly cleaned and reconditioned 
before they are put back into service. It 
may be necessary to repair or replace 
electrical appliances or tools that have 
been in contact with water. Do not use 
any water-damaged appliance until a 
professional has checked it out.
•  When using a generator, follow all 
manufacturers’ recommendations to 
avoid tragedy. Keep the generator dry 
and never plug it into a wall outlet or 
directly into the home’s wiring. This 
could inadvertently energize the utility 
lines and injure yourself or others 
working to restore power.

Safety 
After The Storm

Adams Electric Cooperative’s office 
will be closed Monday, May 30 for:



4 • Adams Outlet • May 2011

What is Expected
of a Director?

      According to Cooperative bylaws, 
the Nominating Committee must meet 
and prepare a list of nominees at least 
60 days before the Annual Meeting. 
This year the Annual Meeting will be 
Wednesday, September 7, 2011. The 
Committee will meet at the Cooperative 
office at 700 East Wood Street in 
Camp Point at 6:00 p.m. on May 23. 
Within three working days, following 
completion of the nominating process, 
a list of nominees will be posted in the 
lobby of the Cooperative office.
     The Secretary shall be responsible for 
mailing to each Member at least 40 days 
before the date of the Annual Meeting a 
statement of the number of directors to 
be elected and the names and addresses 
of the candidates nominated in each 
district by the Nominating Committee.

      The Secretary shall be responsible 
for mailing with the notice of the 
Annual Meeting, or separately, but at 
least seven days before the date of the 
Annual Meeting, a statement of the 
number of directors to be elected and 
the names and addresses of candidates 
nominated by the Committee and 
by petition, if any. The names of 
the candidates shall be arranged 
by district.
      The Cooperative is divided into 
nine districts of representation of 
membership and each district is 
represented by one director. Directors 
serve three-year terms. Their terms in 
office are staggered so that three of the 
nine directors are elected each year. 
The director districts for this year are 
as follows:

Director candidates often ask this 
question when they consider running 
for the Board. The following is a list 
of the minimum requirements for an 
Adams Electric Cooperative Director:
1.  Directors must attend all regular monthly board 
meetings, usually beginning at 7 p.m. and adjourning 
three to five hours later.
2.  Directors must attend all special board 
meetings, committee meetings and Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s annual meeting. Directors should 
also attempt to attend one National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) meeting or 
director’s conference every year.
3.  Other meetings directors attend include one- 
and two-day educational seminars.  Directors are 
encouraged to complete their NRECA Credentialed 
Cooperative Director Certificate during their first 
term (3 years). Incumbent Directors must complete 
at least two additional continuing educational 
offerings during a three-year period ending with the 
second-year of each successive term to maintain 
eligibility as a director.
4.  Credentialed Directors receive a $175.00 per 
diem and mileage (IRS approved mileage rate) 
for attendance of Cooperative meetings. Non-
Credentialed Directors receive a $125.00 per 
diem and mileage (IRS approved mileage rate) for 
attendance of Cooperative meetings. All directors 
receive transportation, lodging and meal expenses 
when traveling on Cooperative business.
5.  Directors spend 23-35 days each year 
representing Adams Electric Cooperative.
6.  A director is expected to read and be familiar 
with information and financial reports from the 
Cooperative, and/or other state and national 
associations.
7.  A director represents all members of Adams 
Electric Cooperative, not a geographic region or 
director district.
8.  A director should work in harmony with the 
whole board. A director must also have the self-
confidence and communication skills to express his/
her opinion or disagreement with other directors.
9.  Directors and spouses are encouraged to join 
NRECA’s political action committee, Action 
Committee for Rural Electrification (ACRE). 
Regular membership is $25.00 per year and century 
club membership is $100.00 per year.
Additional details are provided in Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s Bylaws.

Nominating Committee Meeting 
Scheduled for May 23

To Be Elected in 2011
At the 2010 Annual Meeting, the following nominating committee 
members were elected to serve in 2011:

Ms. Carol Shepard
RR 3 Box 193
Mt. Sterling

Mrs. Mary Petri
RR 4 Box 128
Mt. Sterling

Mr. Randy Prather
RR 1 Box 48
La Prairie

Ms. Dorothy Morrell
RR 1 Box 37
Huntsville

Mr. Kenneth Schaffnit
1801 N 300th Ave
Plainville

Mr. Dennis Stotts
260 E 1300th St
Payson

Mr. Alvin Dempsey
5801 N 42nd St
Quincy
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On April 6, 2011, 30 area sophomores and 
juniors met in Springfield with approximately 
300 students from across Illinois for the 2011 
Illinois Electric and Telephone Cooperative 
Youth Day. Eighteen students 
represented Adams Electric 
Cooperative and twelve students 
represented Adams Telephone 
Co-Operative.
 During Youth Day, students 
met with Representative Jil Tracy 
and Senator John Sullivan at the 
State Capitol and toured the Old 
Capitol and the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Museum. At the 
end of the day, each cooperative 
group participated in an interview 
competition. Two trips were 
awarded by each cooperative for 
the 2011 Youth to Washington 
Contest. The judges were John Freitag and 
Angie Bingenheimer from the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. Winners were 
chosen based on applications and interviews.
 The winners of Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s 52nd Annual “Youth to 
Washington” contest were Alex Thompson, son 
of Mark and Lori Thompson of Augusta and 
Heather Reynolds, daughter of Debra Reynolds 
of Liberty and Mark Reynolds of Barry. 
Courtney Porter, daughter of Pam and Tony 
Porter of Payson was named Alternate.   
 This is the eighth year for Adams 
Telephone Co-Operative to participate in 
the Youth to Washington Contest. Winners 
representing Adams Telephone Co-Operative 
are Reed Bentzinger, son of Lyle and MaryAnn 

Bentzinger of Mendon and Lauren Whan, 
daughter of Merl and Kelly Whan of 
Camp Point. Emery Gronewold, son of 
Noel and Kathy Gronewold of Golden 
was named Alternate.

 Alternates are eligible to go to 
Washington, D.C. if a winner is unable to 
attend. Alternates will receive a $50 U.S. 
Savings Bond.
 Winners will join approximately 70 
other high school students representing 
Illinois electric cooperatives on June 10, 
2011 and travel to Washington, D.C. They 
will be accompanied by several chaperones 
and return to Springfield on June 17.
 During the all expense-paid week 
in Washington, D.C., winners will join 
approximately 1,450 other students from 
42 states for “Rural Electric Youth Week,” 
sponsored by the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association and electric 
cooperatives across the United States.

Reynolds & Thompson
Will Represent Adams Electric 
in Washington, D.C.

Left to right: Heather Reynolds 
and Alex Thompson, Adams 
Electric Cooperative’s 2011 
Youth Tour Winners along with 
Courtney Porter, Alternate
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On June 4, 2010, three high school stu-
dents, two brothers and a fellow classmate 
were driving home on their last day of 
school. The Illinois country road they were 
driving on became increasingly narrow.  
The narrowest part of the road was at the 
top of the hill where an oncoming car was 
approaching. In an effort to miss the car, 
the teen driver of the pickup truck swerved 
and hit a pot hole causing the driver to lose 
control and hit a tree.
 Two of the teens sustained injuries 
and had to be extricated from the vehicle.  
All three of the teens survived this hor-
rific crash because they were wearing their 
safety belts. They lived to tell their story 
because they took the extra few seconds 
needed to buckle their safety belts.  
 Unfortunately, not all crashes have 
a happy ending. In 2010, more than 900 
people were killed on Illinois roadways; 
many were traveling in rural areas. Ac-
cording to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), only 23 
percent of the United States population 
lived in rural areas in 2008 but rural fatali-
ties accounted for 56 percent of all traffic 
fatalities. Speed, alcohol impairment and 
emergency response time may all fac-
tor into the increase in fatalities in rural 
areas, but the leading factor is lower safety 
belt use in rural areas particularly among 
pickup truck occupants. In 2009, 68 per-
cent of pickup truck occupants who were 
killed in traffic crashes were not buckled 
up. Women are more likely to buckle up 
than men, especially young men. In 2009, 
66 percent of men ages 18 to 34 killed in 
passenger vehicles were not wearing their 
safety belts.

 Why are pickup truck drivers choosing 
to buckle up less than occupants of passen-
ger vehicles? Many feel pickup trucks are 
safer than passenger vehicles because they 
are larger in size. However, trucks have a 
higher center of gravity which causes them 
to roll over more frequently than smaller 
passenger vehicles. The higher rollover 
rate combined with the lower use of safety 
belts is a deadly combination resulting 
in more ejections in fatal pickup crashes.  
Safety belts offer the best protection in a 
rollover and can reduce the risk of dying 
by up to 80 percent. 
 During the month of May, the Illinois 
Department of Transportation’s Division 
of Traffic Safety (IDOT/DTS) will join 
forces with more than 450 local, county 
and state law enforcement officers for the 
Click It or Ticket campaign. During this 
campaign, law enforcement officers will 
be on the lookout for unbuckled drivers 
and passengers and will issue tickets to 
those choosing not to buckle up. Many 
agencies will focus their efforts on night-
time enforcement to combat the increas-
ing number of fatalities occurring during 
nighttime hours.
 Our goal is simply to prevent injury 
and death on Illinois roadways. The loss of 
one life affects hundreds of people- hus-
bands, wives, sons, daughters, mothers, 
fathers, neighbors, friends, co-workers 
and the list goes on. It is as simple as this.  
When you get behind the wheel, choose 
to buckle up; choose to put your child in a 
safety seat; choose to put your cell phone 
away; choose not to speed and choose not 
to drink and drive. These choices will save 
you money and could also save you the 
ultimate price – your life.
 Visit www.buckleupillinois.org today 
to learn how you can get involved in our 
Click It or Ticket campaign.  

Submitted by Jennifer Toney and Megan Eairheart – 
Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of 
Traffic Safety - Occupant Protection Program

Two teens await extrication 
from their pickup truck after 
hitting a tree in rural Illinois. 
The brothers and fellow class-
mate all survived the crash 
because they chose to buckle 
their safety belts. All three teens 
received Saved By the Safety 
Belt Awards from the Illinois 
Department of Transportation’s 
Division of Traffic Safety.

Mike DeWitt 
has been offered 
and accepted 
the position 
of Design and 
Construction 
Supervisor.   
      Mike began 
working for 

the Cooperative in May 1991 
as an Assistant Tree Trimmer/
Groundman. In 1994, he 
transferred to the Service Center. 
Mike completed the Apprentice 
Lineman’s program and became a 
Journeyman Lineman in 1998. In 
June 2000, he accepted the position 
of Line Foreman. 
 Congratulations to Mike as he 
starts another phase of his career.

DeWitt 
Becomes Design 
& Construction 

Supervisor

Knight
Becomes 

Line Foreman
Kevin Knight 
has been offered 
and accepted the 
position of Line 
Foreman serving 
Brown/Schuyler 
counties.  
      On May 6, 
1994, Kevin 

started his career at Adams Electric 
as an Assistant Tree Trimmer/
Groundman. In June 2000, he 
transferred to the Mt. Sterling 
Service Center. Kevin completed 
the Apprentice Lineman’s program 
in May 2001 and became a 
Journeyman Lineman. 
 Congratulations to Kevin on 
his new position with Adams 
Electric Cooperative.
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Appreciating about the environment is best 
accomplished when immersed in nature. 
That’s the idea behind the Peace of Earth 
Lodge & Environmental Learning Center, 
located northeast of Rushville. 
 Tim and Pat Sullivan purchased the 
30-acre property in 1978. Tim built their 
home in a style reminiscent of a Frank 
Lloyd Wright design. Tim appreciates 
Wright’s architectural style because of its 
flow with the surrounding landscape. 
 The Sullivans’ home is passive solar, 
meaning it is designed to collect, store and 
distribute heat in the winter and reject heat 
in the summer. Window placement and 

size, orientation 
of the home, and 
thermal mass are 
all important com-
ponents of con-
struction. The pas-
sive solar system 
is backed-up with 
a hot water boiler. 
    Nestled in the 
woods, the home 
was without a 
convenient source 
of water until 1995 
so the family used 
a cistern to store 
water. In order 
to use the least 
amount of water 
possible, they 
installed a com-

posting toilet. A toilet such as this uses no 
water and allows for the natural process of 
decomposition with no odor. In this case, 
peat moss assists the process. (Conven-
tional bathrooms were added to the home 
later, when rural water came to the area.)
 Being green wasn’t a marketing tactic 
for Tim and Pat Sullivan. It was simply a 
part of life. “It was just a wise use of natu-
ral resources,” said Pat.
 In 2007, the Sullivans opened their 
home as an eco-friendly bed and breakfast 
and introduced the Peace of Earth Lodge 
& Environmental Learning Center.
 The facility now includes two cabins, 
a screened-in Tree House, three rental 
rooms in the main Lodge, several decks, 
and a 1,200 square foot Nature Center and 
meeting room. Additional bathrooms will 
be completed by the end of this season. 
There are three miles of hiking trails, 
organic gardens, a Nature Playground, and 
a chicken tractor [A chicken tractor is a 
movable chicken coop (sustainable) which 
gives chickens a fresh patch of green 
plants and insects to eat every few days, as 
well as shelter while allowing vegetation 
to regrow.]
 Pat has been involved in outdoor 
environmental education for over 23 years. 
Previously working with the Girl Scouts 
of Two Rivers Council, WIU, and Atwood 
Outdoor Education Center, she now runs 
her own environmental learning center 
and serves area schools and other com-
munity youth groups for day programs. 

Above right: The Lodge 
offers two cabins 
nestled in the edge of the 
forest, each including a 
cozy cabin room with a 
queen-sized bed and a 
sitting/reading area plus 
a screened-in porch.

Below right: Inside the 
Learning Center, children 
can explore several hands-
on activities including: 
an animal tracks table, fur 
identification, bird calls, 
a fossil dig, and more.

Peace of Earth Lodge is a member of Adams Electric Cooperative.

Guests at Peace of Earth 
Lodge can reserve the 
Tree House for a 
relaxing overnight 
stay or for day-use only 
(meetings, reunions, etc.)

Below: Peace of Earth Lodge 
& Environmental Learning Center 
offers 30 acres of beautiful 
terrain to explore.
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Peace of Earth Environmental Learning 
Center strives to tailor-make the pro-
grams to meet the needs of every group 
they serve. If a classroom of students is 
studying geology or a group of students 
just finished a study on animal habitats 
or wetlands, she designs the programs 
accordingly. The center offers the perfect 
opportunity to bring lessons to life in an 
“outdoor classroom.” Pat said, “Students 
remember coming here. It leaves an 
impression, because the children are so 
engaged in the learning.”
 Peace of Earth Lodge offers six 
sleeping rooms/cabins, all offering 
breathtaking views of the surround-
ing forest. Three rooms are located in 
the main Lodge which also has some 
common areas for guests and provides a 
comfortable atmosphere. The two cabins 
offer a quiet setting each with a cozy 
bedroom and screened-in porch. The 
Tree House, located off the deck of the 
main Lodge, is a large open screened-in 
space with a porch. It can be rented as a 
bedroom or meeting room. 
 Guests are treated to a wholesome 
breakfast with farm fresh eggs and pro-
duce from the organic gardens and the 
local area. 
 The Peace of Earth’s main rental 
season is from April through November 
but guests are welcome year-round.
 Activities at Peace of Earth include 
guided or self-guided hiking, wildlife 
viewing, biking, canoeing, cross country 
skiing, star gazing, campfires, organic 
gardening workshops, green living work-
shops, and more. The Sullivans offer 
opportunities for every nature enthusiast 
and/or to anyone who just wants to 
“get away”.
 Individuals, families and other 
groups enjoy this opportunity for a local 
area “stay-cation” right in their own 
backyard, but Peace of Earth guests have 
come from as far away as Pennsylvania, 
Texas, California, and Germany. Guests 
of all ages are welcome.
 Peace of Earth is a unique place that 
offers something for everyone. Some 
visitors take advantage of the hiking or 
birding opportunities while some just 
want to relax and enjoy a good book.
 As Peace of Earth Lodge enters its 
fourth season, consider connecting with 
nature! For more information on the 
Peace of Earth Lodge & Environmental 
Learning Center, call 217-322-2865 or 
visit Peace of Earth.net.

Visit PeaceofEarth.net
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Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio program 
“Home Remedies” on WTAD every 
Saturday morning at 9:06 a.m. Doug 
Rye, a licensed architect living in Saline 
County works as a consultant for the 
Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas to 
promote energy efficiency to cooperative 
members statewide. To order Doug’s 
video or ask energy efficiency-related 
questions, call Doug at 1-501-653-7931. 
More energy-efficiency tips, as well as 
Doug’s columns, can also be found at 
www.ecark.org. Source: Rural Arkansas 
Magazine

There is a great deal of misunder-
standing about heat pumps. I know 
this for a fact, because I regularly 
receive calls about heat pumps. 
Those calls are either about comfort 
or high utility bills. Write this down. 
A properly sized and properly 
installed heat pump system, 
including ductwork, will provide 
total affordable comfort. I have 
performed an energy analysis on 
hundreds of house plans and have 
recommended that heat pumps be 
used for every single one of them. 
I have not recommended a gas 
furnace for a new house in more 
than 20 years. And, to the best of my 
knowledge, I do not have a single 
dissatisfied customer. My mother 
would say that the proof is in the 
pudding. And yes, before you even 
ask, many of them are in northern 
states. So why would some folks be 
unhappy in with their heat pumps?
 There are two types of heat 
pumps: 1) The air-to-air heat pump 
that has an outdoor unit and 2) The 
water-to-air geothermal heat pump 
that has no outdoor unit. While both 
types are excellent systems, the 
geothermal is my No. 1 choice for 
most houses. Be aware that a heat 
pump is special only in the heating 
mode. In the cooling mode it is 
just electric cooling like other air 
conditioning units. It is special in the 
heating mode because it provides heat 
at a high efficiency. An air-to-air heat 
pump uses one unit of electricity but 

gives 2.5 units of heat. That’s why 
we say that it is 250 percent efficient. 
A geothermal system can provide 
heat at 400 percent efficiency. Most 
gas furnaces are rated at 80 percent 
efficiency. I always ask you folks if 
you want 80 percent or 400 percent 
efficiency. It’s your choice. It’s none 
of my business. But my wife and 
I chose 400 percent more than 18 
years ago and she will tell you that I 
am careful with our money. In either 
case, a heat pump can nearly always 
provide heat for less money than a 
gas furnace. Well, if this is true, why 
would anyone choose not to use a heat 
pump? It is very simple. It is called 
“Horror Stories of the Past.” In the last 
30 years, I have heard them all. Let me 
see if I can teach this two-week course 
in two paragraphs. 
 1.  If the ductwork design and 
installation is correct, the air-to-air 
heat pump can provide air that is about 
20 degrees warmer than the room 
temperature. If cool 67-degree air goes 
into the heat pump, 87-degree air will 
come out. If a room is 87 degrees, it 
would be plenty warm; but 87-degree 
air blowing across your skin feels 
cool. Blow real hard on your hand. 
That is about 93-degree air, but even 
that feels cool. However, if you could 
blow enough 93-degree air into the 
room, the room would soon be too hot 
to enjoy. So 93-degree air is hot but 
it can feel cool if it is quickly moved 
across your skin. Now, let’s simply 
turn the thermostat up to 73 degrees. 
Now it is 73-degree air into the heat 
pump and 93-degree air into the room. 
Now say “aaahhh” very slowly on 
your hand. Wow, it is nice and warm. 
The supply air temperature supplied 
by a geothermal heat pump will be 
about 30 degrees warmer than the air 
going into the unit. If the thermostat 

is set on 73 degrees, the air going into 
the room will be about 103 degrees. 
Well hot diggity dog. That’s even 
better. . .and cheaper too.                                           
 2. You are already thinking that 
it will cost you more if you turn the 
thermostat to a higher setting and 
you are right. But it probably isn’t 
nearly as much as you might think. 
It is estimated by some that it will 
cost about 2.5 percent more for each 
degree that you raise the thermostat 
setting. Let’s just say that it takes $75 
average per month to heat a particular 
house. If you raise the thermostat from 
68 degrees to 73 degrees, which is 
cool to warm, you might increase the 
heating cost by $9.38 per month. For 
the cost of a pizza, you can now be 
warm and comfortable for the whole 
month. REMEMBER, IF YOU TURN 
THE THERMOSTAT  UP 3 degrees 
OR MORE AT ONCE, THE HEAT 
STRIPS MAY COME ON AND THE 
UTILITY BILL WILL BE HIGHER.
 By next month you will have 
totally forgotten about winter but you 
will have the same concerns about 
comfort and utility bills. Therefore, 
I know that you will jump for joy to 
know that I have one more article to 
write on this subject and it will include 
cooling. See you in June. 

The Truth About Heat Pumps
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,

the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”
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Taco Chicken and Beans

Taco Chicken & Beans
Chicken, cubed
Taco seasoning
1 can black beans
1 cup frozen corn
1 onion, chopped
1 green pepper, chopped
Pepper to taste
White rice
Cook chicken and add taco season-
ing. Set aside. Saute onion and 
green pepper until onion becomes 
transparent. Return chicken to pan. 
Add beans, corn and pepper to taste. 
While chicken mixture is simmering, 
prepare rice. Serve chicken mixture 
over rice.

Rocky Road Bars
Submitted by Janet Johnson

1 chocolate cake mix
1/2 cup (1 stick) oleo, melted
1 egg
Topping:
3 cups mini marshmallows
1 cup mini chocolate chips
1/2 cup nuts
Mix cake mix, oleo and egg well. 
Press into greased 9x13 pan. Bake 
at 375 degrees for 15 minutes. Add 
topping in order. Return to oven. 
Turn oven off. Remove in 2 minutes. 
Cool and cut into bars.

Easy Swiss Steak
Submitted by Kelly Gordon

6 hamburger patties
2 (15 oz.) cans stewed tomatoes
1 large yellow onion
1 cup brown sugar
In a 9x13 baking pan, arrange ham-
burger patties. Slice onion in rings 
and cover patties. Spread brown 

(Easy Swiss Steak continued)
sugar over onions. Last, pour stewed 
tomatoes over sugar. (Do not drain.) 
Bake at 350° for 1 hour. 
Hint: The thinner you slice the onions, 
the better they get done.

Sweet & Salty Popcorn
Submitted by Connie Mowen

10 cups air popped popcorn
1 Tbsp. butter
5 Tbsp. instant vanilla pudding mix
1/3 cup light corn syrup
1 tsp. vanilla extract
Dash of salt
Place popcorn in a large bowl. In a 
small microwave-safe bowl, melt but-
ter. Whisk in pudding mix, corn syrup, 
vanilla & salt until smooth. Microwave 
uncovered for 45 seconds or until bub-
bly. Pour over popcorn, toss to coat. 
Spread in a greased 15x10x1 baking 
pan. Bake at 250° for 25-30 minutes or 
until crisp, stirring once. Remove

(Sweet & Salty Popcorn continued)
popcorn from pan to waxed paper 
to cool. Break into clusters. Store in 
airtight container. Yield: 12 cups

Ham Balls
Submitted by Rhonda Buxman

1 1/2 lbs. ground ham
1 lb. ground sausage
1/2 cup tomato juice
2 eggs
2/3 cup milk
1 cup cracker crumbs (crushed)
Salt & pepper
2 tsp. dry mustard
1 cup brown sugar
1/3 cup vinegar
For sauce, combine dry mustard, 
brown sugar & vinegar. Set aside. 
Mix all remaining ingredients togeth-
er. Form into 2-inch meatballs. Place 
in 9x13 pan. Pour sauce over ham 
balls. Bake at 300° for 1 1/2 hours. 

Is your organization selling a cook-
book? We’ll feature it for free with 
space-permitting. Send details, a 
contact phone number and three 
sample recipes to:

Adams Electric Cooperative
Country Kitchen
P. O. Box 247
Camp Point, IL  62320
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www.petersheatingandair.com

Our professional service
gives you great comfort
Our professional service
gives you great comfort
Any make, any model, any time.
When you need service on your energy system, 
put over 55 years of experience to work for you.
We'll be efficient, professional, and competitively priced.

And, with federal tax credits up to $500 and rebates
from Carrier up to $1250, this is a great time to
upgrade your current energy system.

4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL  •  (217) 222-1368
1401 W. Washington • Pittsfield, IL • (217) 285-1600
1975 Keokuk St. • Hamilton, IL • (217) 847-2777
Also in Hannibal, Kirksville & Columbia, MO 
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Bridge the Gap to Health 
Run/Walk
May 14 (8am-12pm), Clat Adams 
Park. 5k run/walk, 10k run & 1/2 
marathon over bridges. Finishers 
receive medal from Jackie Joyner-
Kersee. Benefits Qcy. Catholic 
Charities MedAssist program.

Annual Pet Health Fair
May 14 (9am-1pm), Animal Medical 
Clinic, Qcy. Discounted vaccines, 
flea & tick discounts. No appt. 
necessary. (217) 222-8383

White Elephant 
Garage Sale
May 14 (9am-3pm), Mt. Sterling 
United Methodist Church. 
(217) 773-2027 x2047 

St. Peter’s Arts in the Park
May 14 (11am-3pm), Madison Park, 
Qcy. Family arts festival.

Tennis Carnival
May 15 (1-2:15pm), Reservoir Park, 
Qcy. Free tennis carnival. By Qcy. 
Park District & Qcy. Tennis Assoc. 
Call (217) 223-7703 to participate.

Family Golf Carnival
May 15 (3-5pm), Westview Golf 
Course, Qcy. Games & snacks 
provided. Free. Call (217) 223-7499 
to participate.

Camp Callahan
Golf Tournament
May 21 (8am), Arrowhead Golf 
Course, Camp Point. To register, 
call (217) 228-4459

Mendon Village Wide 
Backyard Sales
May 21 (7am), Mendon. Annual town-
wide garage sale. Call the village 
office at (217) 936-2215 to place your 
address on the garage sale list.

Babysitting Clinic
May 21 (9am-4pm), Qcy. For ages 
11+. Cost: $27 (includes lunch & first 
aid kit). Co-sponsored by American 
Red Cross. Call (217) 222-2477 
to register.

2nd Annual Strong Kids
Martial Arts Open
May 7, Mt. Sterling YMCA. Martial 
arts schools from across the state & 
beyond compete, includes sparring, 
weapon forms & grappling. All 
proceeds for Strong Kids Campaign. 

Palmyra Garage Sales
May 7, Palmyra, MO. City-wide 
garage sales. 

Heather’s Tumble-N-Tap 
Spring Recital
May 7 (7pm) & May 8 (2pm), Brown 
Co. High School auditorium, Mt. 
Sterling. $5/at door. (217) 773-4478

Cross Country Opry
May 7 (7-9pm), Unity High School, 
Mendon. A variety of genres including 
song, humor & talent. Call (217) 242-
0972 for tickets.

Antique Tractor Display
May 1 (1-5pm), Round Barn by 
Adams Co. Fairgrounds, Mendon. 
Antique tractor display, games, 
plant & seed swap and presentation 
on heirloom tomatoes. Strawberry 
shortcake. (217) 222-0412

Concert for Life
May 1 (7pm), St. Francis Church, 
Qcy. Featuring Ralph Fairchild & 
Family. Sponsored by Right to Life. 
Free. (217) 985-3833

Cooking Demonstration 
& Health Talk
May 2 (6pm), 7th Adventist Church, 
2821 Oak (basement), Qcy. Free 
recipes, no charge. (217) 224-7399

Cake-A-Palooza
May 7 (1-4pm), Quincy Mall. Live 
extreme cake competition. Cake 
auction & childrens activities. 

Calendar of Events
Photo: “Majestic Monarch” by Vickie Jackson

Expires:
5/31/11

Electricity School
June 15 (8:30-11:30), Bailey Park
Camp Point. Ages 8-18 can 
learn the basics of electricity. 
Games, workshops & safety 
demos. Free event but 
you must register by 
June 10. (217) 593-7701 
or ldotson@adams.net



This is a list of members who did not 
leave us a forwarding address. Or, in some 
cases, a trustee has not yet been identified. 
Please call Adams Electric Cooperative 
at (800) 232-4797 if you have any 
information (current address, phone 
number, etc.) for any of the following 
former members:

Do you know any of these people?
Akins, Scott
Allensworth, Michael D
Anderson, Janet K
Armbruster, Pamala J
Ballinger, Rose M Hunter
Barnett, David P
Bauer, David
Bauer, Edward E
Baxter, Bradley L
Beadles, William
Beckgerd, John
Bemis, Robert P
Bethany Church
Bose, Darlene E Kee
Bouchez, Robert E
Bower, Lucille A
Bowman, Pammie L
Brinkley, Mark
Broadview Kennels
Bronk, Michael L
Brown, Frederick L
Brown, Jackson C
Brumbaugh, Bonnie L
Bucklew, William R
Cadwallader, Billy D
Campbell, Eric 
Carlstead, Stephen E
Carson, Harold Wayne
Carter, Robert L
Cassidy, Frank L
Chatten, Stephen B
Columbus, Carol J
Columbus, Carol J Pate
Columbus Hts Well 8
Conder, Cale
Cook, James Lee
Cook, Kirk
Crawford, Audrey M Est
Creely, Russell
Crooks, Gerald L
Daniels, David
Daniels, Lily Mae
Davis, Virgil N
Deming, Patricia J
Dietrich, Kevin Lee
Dillinger, Russell L
Dodds, Eleanor
Doellman, Mark E
Dougherty, Floyd G
Duesterhaus, Agnes
Dunn, Robert L
Durk, Alberta R
Edwards, Steven D
Eftink, Kevin
Ellinger, Homer W
Emery, Charles R
Exchange Natl Bank of Chic
Farmer, Robert R
Favre, Steven A

Flynn, Michael T
Forney, Leland G
Forrest, David
Foster, Kathy
Fowler, Claude H
Fox Construction Co
Frese, Robert R
Gaebel, Marian Est
Galaxy Cablevision Inc
Garrett, Philip E
Genenbacher, Ronald J
Gilker, Judith A
Glenn, Timothy A
Gobel, Corrine
Goehl, Mary K
Gooding, Vicki
Grant, Elvie
Gray, Richard E
Gregory, Clinton
Greiner, Thomas E
H & R Engineering
Haire, Robert Est
Hall, James W
Hanson, Michael H
Hardy, Betty
Hastings, Dale R
Hester, Scott
Hill, Perry W
Hodgson, Adaline
Hood, Stephen E
House, Stephen L
Huffman, James E
Inman, Mildred
Interstate Producers
Jackson, Randolph N
Jansen, Edwin F
Jenkins, Harold K
Johnson, Bobby L
Johnson, Charles C
Johnson, Wayne
Joiner, Rebecca S
Jones, David E
Jones, Deborah K
Jones, Donald M
Jones, Gary K
Jones, Mary Lee Davis
Kamphaus, Roger J
Keith, Richard E
Keppner, Mark R
Kerker, Eugene
King, Michael
Klitz, Annette L
Knight, Steven D
Koch, Dixie L
Kuhlman, Norman
Kuhn, Margaret M
Kuhn, Terry M
Kunkel, Maurice E
Leake, Artie J

Lerch, Helen M
Lerch, Larry J
Lewis, Vicki Williams Ingra
Linnemeyer, Gilbert
Liston, Linda J
Little, Charles H
Logsdon, Charles R Sr
Lohmeyer, Richard
Longhorn Resources, Inc
Lupo, Georgann
Luthy, George S
Maas, Lawrence
Mabie, Raymond J
Malcomson, Peggy M
Mann, Richard D
Markert, Daniel L
Marold, Norma
Massingill, Troy
Mast, Theodore H
Mays, Alan M
Mayville, Karen L
McCormick David R
McDaniel Claire
McLaughlin Alan C
McLaughlin, Michael
Meehan, Howard E
Merrill, Lynch Relocation M
Mester, David D
Mewes, Richard K Sr
Midland Minerals Inc
Milner, Josephine
Minnick, Marguerite
Moore, Berniece
Moore, Curtis Lee
Morris, Lillian H
Morris Neal Fruits, Inc
Morriss, Jane
Morrow, Glenn A
Mowen, Robert L
Myers, Steven J
Neisen, Steven R
Nutt, Flossie E
Obert, Thomas E
Ohnemus, Douglas E
Oil & Gas Intl Corp
Oitker, Christina
Owen, Robert G
Palmer, Randy
Paul, Donna L
Payton, Larry W
Pentamen Corp Land & 
Devlpmt
Perry, Michael L
Phelps, Lois
Porter, Jerry A
Powell, Kathryn A
Powell, Robert T Sr
Powers, Wilma
Pruden, Teresa D

R & R Enterprises
Rankin, Joe J
Raudabaugh, Donna D
Rebman, Charles L
Richards, Thomas Duane
Rigg, Reta
Robertson, James E
Roe, Clarence L Est
Sansbury, Shelley S
Schafer, Connie L Morton
Scheufele, Ralph E
Schroll, Marilyn A
Schutte, Alan K
Schutte, Charles E
Scranton, Rosina
Selby, Dan J
Shaffer, Clarence
Shaul, Rick H
Sheffler, Monte M
Shoots, George M
Simpson, Susan K Wright
Skiles, Randy R
Sloneker, Del D
Smedly, Larry Estate
Smith, Cynthia C
Smith, Deborah Harbin
Smith, Dennis L
Snyder, Darrell D
Specht, Roseann B
Sprehe, Vernon R
Stark, David J
Steinkamp, Virgil J
Steinman, Lawrence
Stephenson, Brad
Stille, Russell A
Stirk, Stella M
Stout, Steven D
Stuffing, Lucille
Stultz, John Stephen
Sullivan, John H
Sullivan, John L
Sullivan, Verda I
Sullivan, Verda Jennings

Taber, David Kent
Tappe, Tony
Tate, Francis A
Taute, Cathy
Taylor, Richard V
Terstriep, Lee
Texas Gas & Oil Co
Triple Seven Inc-V   
 Aden Well 1
Troutman, Leon A
Tucker, Arthur R
Unger, Edwin S
Vaughn, Bryan William
Vogt, Terry A
VonderHaar Robert C
VonderHaar Roy
Wade, Larry L, Sr
Wagner, Thomas R
Wagy, J Alan
Ward, Evalyn B
Ward, J David
Warren, Donald M
Waschenbach, Stephen R
Weatherford, Burton O
Weirather, Elsie
Welch, Ellis Wayne
Welsh, Loren E
Wheelan, W Michael
Whitaker, Brian U
White, Randy A
Williams, Larry R
Winkler, M Kay
Wittler, Virgil F
Wood, Peggy D   
 Leonard
Workman, Steven L
Yeakey, Junior Dell
Young, Judy A Adkins
Zanger, Judith
Zellerman, Norbert J

Lost Members List
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I THOUGHT ALL HOMES
WERE MANUFACTURED
EQUALLY.
Apparent ly not.  Al l  I  d id was ask the r ight  quest ions,  and 
now I  have an ENERGY STAR® qual i f ied home that helps 
me keep my energy bi l ls  as low as possible.  I ’m saving 
money just  by asking a few quest ions.  What can you do? 
Find out what to look for  when buying a manufactured 
home at TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM


