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Find your 
account #
One account # is hidden 
inside this issue. If it’s yours, 
call us and you’ll receive a

 $10 bill credit.
* Credit must be claimed 
   by August 31, 2014.



Thank you for the Penny Power grant awarded
to replace our 11-year-old printer. Not only 
will the grant help with that purchase, it 
also meets criteria for a match to support 
our operations!
 It was impressive to note how much has been 
distributed ($298,407.69) since Penny Power began. 
Thank you and congratulations on your decision to support 
charitable needs and opportunities in the region. 
Best wishes,
Jill Blickhan, Community Foundation 
Serving West Central Illinois & Northeast Missouri

Dear Laura,
I want to thank you for doing 
everything you could to help me explore 
Washington, D.C. The experiences I 
have had will stay with me for the rest of 
my life. I have met amazing people that 

I will have a relationship with for a long time. I really wish I 
could just do the trip all over again. 
Thank you,
Trevor Maiers, 2014 Youth Tour Winner

Dear Laura,
Thank you so much for taking me to Youth Day in 
Springfield and allowing me the opportunity to tour 
Washington, D.C.! I was able to run for and gain the 
position of manager of the Chip-N-Pop Co-op. This 
experience has been very eye-opening to exactly how 
beneficial co-ops can be to their members. The sites were 
so amazing, it doesn’t seem real! I’ll be sure to continue 
advocating for electrical co-ops and send more great 
students your way next year!
Sincerely,
Connor Klingele

My children always enjoy coming to Electricity School. 
Thank you so much for offering it each year! 
The Scheuermann’s
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Outages

The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!Click on our link at: www.adamselectric.coopWhen you’re out of power during major outages, we’ll keep you posted!

The Board of Directors and the Staff of 
the Quincy Museum would like to take 
this opportunity to thank you for the 
award of $250 for our 2014 Summer 
Programming. Our classes are filling 
up quickly and we thank you for making 
that possible. 
     Thank you again for the generous 
support of programs and activities of 
the Quincy Museum.
Barbara Wilkinson-Fletcher

Thank you so much for your generous donation of $500 to the 
Schuyler County Food Basket. The volunteers of the Schuyler 
County Food Basket, along with the help of many charitable 
people like you, serve approximately 230 less fortunate families 
every month throughout the Schuyler County area. Donations 
such as yours will allow this service to continue. Thank you 
again for your generosity.
Sincerely,
Ronald Herr, Schuyler County Food Basket President

Save the Date!

The 75th Annual Meeting will be the evening of 

Wednesday, September 3.

• Door Prizes • Attendance Gift • Kid’s Activities 

• Free Meal • Capital Credit Distribution 

• 1938 Aerial Photography • Entertainment

Learn more about your Cooperative and 

what it means to be a member!
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by Jim Thompson PE
General Manager

At this year’s 
Annual Meeting, 
September 3, the 
Cooperative will be 
retiring $750,000 
in Capital Credits 

to its members. Since it is our 75th 
Annual Meeting, we wanted to do 
something special. What better way 
to make it special than to return 
$750,000! Ordinarily, Capital Credits 
are returned on a 25-30 year cycle; 
however, to make sure most of our 
members receive some money, we 
are retiring both the remainder of 
the 1984 Capital Credits and the 
majority of the 2013 Capital Credits.  
This unique retirement of Capital 
Credits will allow the majority of 
current members to celebrate and 
recognize the benefit of Cooperative 
membership. The Cooperative will 
not be retiring any of the Capital 
Credits allocated to us from our power 
supplier. Those Capital Credits will 
be retired at some future year when 
retired back to the Cooperative.
 Members will be able to pick 
up their Capital Credit check at the 
Annual Meeting. If a member is 
unable to pick it up at the Annual 
Meeting, the check will be mailed 
after the meeting. Past members will 
be sent a check in the mail.    
 As many of you are aware, 
Cooperatives have a unique 

distinction from other electric 
providers. Since we are a Cooperative, 
we are owned by you, our members. 
We are also not-for-profit so when 
revenues exceed the cost of operating 
the Cooperative, we generate margins. 
These margins are allocated back to the 
members based upon their contribution 
to the margins.  Hopefully, this return 
of Capital Credits will help forge a 
strong identity among consumers that 
they are indeed member-owners of the 
Cooperative.  
 We thank you for your loyalty and 
want you to know on behalf of the 
Board of Directors, management, and 
employees just how delighted we are to 
have the opportunity to return Capital 
Credits to you. We look forward to 
serving you and to returning even more 
Capital Credits in the future.
 Please come to our Annual 
Meeting, pick up your Capital Credit 
check, and celebrate with us!

$750,000 in Capital Credits 
to be Returned 

at 75th Annual Meeting!

Board of Directors:
President
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Vice President
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Secretary
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
Director
Richard King .................. Huntsville
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy 
Director
Laura Meyer ........................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson

www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”

Adams Electric Cooperative’s 
office will be closed 
September 1, 2014 

to celebrate Labor Day.

If you have an outage, 
call (800) 232-4797.
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 In August 1939, the Board of Directors 
of Adams Electric gave an update on line 
extensions stating that Ellington Town-
ship had been completed and energized. 
Melrose, Ursa, Kellerville, and Plainville 
extensions were not ready for energiza-
tion. Several telephone lines were yet to be 
moved, needed right-of-way clearance and 
REA’s authorization for energizing.
 After interviews and discussions, 
George Simpson was selected as the en-
gineer for the “B” section. His name was 
submitted to REA for approval. 

Our story continues. . .

Adams Electric 
Cooperative 
Held 75th 
Anniversary 
Open House
On June 17, Adams Electric 
held an Open House at their of-
fice in Camp Point to celebrate 
75 years of dedicated service to 
its members. Members, neigh-
bors and friends of the Coop-
erative were invited. Visitors 
enjoyed refreshments, tours of 
the headquarters, and a dis-
play of historical photos lining 
the hallway. The Cooperative 
awarded a flat screen television, 
a Samsung Galaxy Tab 4 and a 
$250 electric bill credit to three 
lucky attendees. 
 Seventy-five years ago, 
Adams Electric brought elec-
tricity to rural residents in 
Adams County. For the first 
time, rural families in this area 
would begin to experience the 
conveniences of electricity like 
so many citizens in the more 
populated areas across the 
United States. Today, Adams 
Electric distributes electric-
ity to over 7,300 members 
(over 8,600 meters) in Adams, 
Brown, Schuyler, Hancock, 
McDonough, Pike and Fulton 
counties.  

Open House
Door Prize
Winners:
Philips Flat Screen TV - 
Lyle Forsythe

$250 Electric Bill Credit - 
Charles & Connie Marsh

Samsung Galaxy Tab 4 - 
Penny Padgett

Don’t miss the

75th 
Annual 
Meeting
Wednesday, 

September 3
Bailey Park
Camp Point

We’re returning 
$750,000 

in Capital Credits!
Learn more on page 3.
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As I am serving my second term as Direc-
tor for District 9, I have come to really 
appreciate all the hard work, long hours and huge efforts 
made to bring rural electrification to our own area. In 
reading the “throwback” articles, what foresight and 
planning took place!
 As I grew up living south of Clayton, I remember 
my dad, Maurice Roy, telling me many times of what it 
was like the day the “lights came on”. He was always 
very happy in reliving that memory. He said it “was the 
best thing that ever happened”! Now I am very fortunate 
to live in the same house where my dad was born and 
raised so whenever I go down to the “red barn”, I always 
think of how it would be if I couldn’t flip a switch and 
light it up when it is dark. How many times have we 
looked up at night and how dark the countryside would 
be without electricity.
 Cooperatives are a wonderful thing! I am very proud 
to be a member of Adams Electric and also very honored 
to serve as your Director. The dedication and teamwork 
that is displayed every day by the staff and employees of 
the Co-op is outstanding! This is proven again and again 
by our surveys and ratings we receive. When attending 
meetings, whether it be local or statewide or even to 
Washington, D.C., Adams Electric is very well known. 
This makes me very proud. Through strategic planning 
and our tools that we use like Advisory Committees, 
etc., we stay on the cutting edge of technology and 
always are looking ahead for what can be done to benefit 
the members!
 One of the things that I enjoy most is meeting other 
directors from other cooperatives. This is a very good 
tool to help us also! We compare notes of our opera-
tions and discuss many topics concerning the future of 
electricity. The neat thing I notice about the directors is 
that they are common folk just like you and me! They 
are always very interested in what Adams Electric 
is up to. 
 In going forward, I think it is very important to 
remember where we came from and to be very aware of 
where we are going! Now that I am older, the younger 
generation probably doesn’t think much about electric-
ity. It is taken for granted. This is where we have to keep 
up the grassroots efforts and keep telling 
our story! And you know me – I love to 
tell a story! Thanks for listening!

with
Director

Becky Barlow

A Director’s 
Perspective
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What is the PCA charge
on my electric bill?
The PCA (Power Cost Adjustment) has been used to help offset higher 
than budgeted wholesale power costs which includes transmission 
expense. Wholesale power costs have been higher than budget over 
the first five months of the year, running at 67.9% of our revenue. We 
budgeted for 64%. The PCA is used to minimize risk. Over the first six 
months, electric usage of our members has been higher than budgeted 
with more energy being purchased from the market at a higher price. 
Prairie State Generation facility has also been running at a lower than 
budgeted capacity factor requiring more replacement power to be 
purchased at a higher energy cost than Prairie State. Using the PCA to 
collect these higher costs is preferable over a fixed rate increase because 
more risk would have to 
be factored in a fixed rate 
increase. With the PCA, we 
only need to pass along the 
cost to meet our financial 
obligations. We use a 
diverse power portfolio 
that includes owned assets 
to help minimize exposure 
to the market over the long 
haul, along with contracted 
and market purchases.  Since 
last October, the PCA has 
ranged from $0.0035/kWh 
(Feb. usage) to $0.0079/
kWh (June usage), less than 
one cent per kilowatt hour. 

Adams Electric Cooperative
Director Candidates for Districts 4, 5, & 6
Pursuant to the Cooperative’s Bylaws, any 25 or more members 
acting together may make nominations by petition ninety days prior 
to the date of the Annual Meeting. At the 2014 Annual Meeting 
to be held on Wednesday, September 3, directors for District #4, 
District #5, and District #6 will be elected. The following members 
submitted petitions for candidacy:

 Bob Willis of Mt. Sterling - District #4 Representing 
 Mt. Sterling, Elkhorn, Ripley, Cooperstown and Versailles   
 Townships of Brown County.
 Kris Farwell of Plymouth – District #5 Representing 
 St. Mary Township of Hancock County; Bethel and LaMoine  
 Townships of McDonough County; Birmingham, Camden,   
 Huntsville and Brooklyn Townships of Schuyler County.
 John Kestner of Payson – District #6 Representing Melrose,  
 Fall Creek, Payson, Richfield and Beverly Townships of Adams  
 County; Kinderhook, Barry, Fairmont and Hadley Townships of  
 Pike County.

The qualifications of each director candidate were reviewed and 
approved at the June 26, 2014 board meeting. 

Alan Acheson, Board President  Roger Busen, Board Secretary
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hours adding intricate details to her 
special pieces and needed a place to 
spread out. 
 The smaller of the two barns was 
an old scale house. The barn had 
only one window which didn’t allow 
for much light, a major dilema for 
an art studio. Years of labor made its 
mark on the floor boards with knicks 
and paint splatters. There was no 
insulation and, of course, no heating 
or cooling system. But, the barn had 
potential. It could make a sufficient 
work space with a little love and 
some hard work. (907774-001)
 The Rasches appreciated the 
aged barn look and didn’t want 
to stray from its character. They 
needed more light to start. Unfor-
tunately, though, the middle nailer 

support was in the way for suitable 
window placement. So, Jeff, pains-
takingly removed all the planks, 
lowered the support and located 
some old multi-pane windows out 
of a barn in Bloomington. He would 
have to build casings for all of them 
but they would match the style of 
their larger barn perfectly. In addi-
tion, they would add 17 of Shelly’s 
own stained glass windows, giving 
the structure an exquisite personal 
touch. 
 Most of the floor boards were 
flipped upside down, revealing a 
smoother, cleaner, usable surface. 
Boards that were too damaged to 
flip were replaced with planks from 
other barns. 
 Working many hours in the barn, 
it became cold very quickly with 
some of the planks still missing and 
no heat. But, before they could add 
heat, insulation was a priority. Insu-
lation was blown in between interior 
and exterior planks. The roof was 
not insulated either but they wanted 
to be able to see the old roof from 
the inside. Therefore, they built 
another roof eight inches above the 
existing roof and filled it with more 
blown-in insulation. Finally, they 
could heat and cool their new space. 
 A small loft was located on the 
north side of the barn. After gather-
ing more barn siding, the Rasches 
added stairs and extended the loft. A 
reclaimed railing from their former 
church in Decatur decorates the 
stairs and second level. 
 Below the loft are two smaller 
rooms, one of which made an ideal 
bathroom. Drywall was installed 
in a few key areas to brighten the 
open area. The Rasches decorated 
the barn in a country theme, hanging 
several pieces of Shelly’s artwork 
along with white lights and seasonal 
decorations for the holidays. The 
barn was picturesque. All the strenu-
ous hours invested had finally 
paid off. 

Seven years of hard work and 
the final result was nothing like 
they had planned. Jeff and Shelly 
Rasche began remodeling the old 
scale house on their property to give 
Shelly a place for her studio. What 
they ended up with was much more 
than just a work space.
 Twelve years ago, the Rasches 
purchased three acres in the middle 
of a beautiful country setting. The 
site had a farm house and a couple 
of old barns, one of which seemed 
like the perfect place for Shelly to 
do her work.
 Shelly has spent years build-
ing up her business as an artist. Her 
work can be found on fabric, greet-
ing cards, puzzles and many collect-
ibles all over the world. She spends 
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 About that time, Jeff and 
Shelly’s middle son, Zachary, was 
getting married. He wanted to have 
his rehearsal dinner in the new barn. 
What better place could offer the 
space and the atmosphere for his 
special occasion? 
 The event went off beautifully -- 
so beautifully that others suggested 

the Rasches use the space for other 
events, maybe even rent it out. 
 That’s where it all began. Since 
then, the old scale house was named 
“Windsong Acres” and has hosted 
numerous private events such as 
receptions, baby and bridal showers, 
rehearsal and anniversary dinners, 
vow renewals, and even small wed-

dings. Some have used the space 
for wedding photos only. Ice cream 
socials, a magic show, business 
retreats and dinners have brought 
in visitors from all over. Nursing 
homes, church groups, historic 
groups, artists, quilters, business 
leaders, and even guests from other 
countries have made use of the barn. 
The space holds about 60 to 70 
people and up to 200 if a tent is set 
up outside. 
 A large room was built on to the 
back side of their barn for Shelly’s 
office. The addition gives her plenty 
of room and is more efficient to heat 
and cool. 
 Jeff and Shelly continue to add 
special touches like a player piano 
and a fireplace. A multi-level koi 
pond with elegant waterlilies is 
nestled near their home providing a 
quiet place for relaxation. Plans are 
to build a gazebo next to the pond 
for picture-taking opportunities.
 The Rasches plan Christmas 
and Valentine’s dinners open to the 
public. The events are catered and 
guests can make reservations for 
two to twenty people per table. 
 The couple now offers stained 
glass classes. Classes are open to 
beginners and advanced artists. 
Each class meets once per week for 
four weeks. All tools are supplied 
and can be purchased at a very rea-
sonable price. 
 Windsong Acres is located just 
north of Camp Point. To receive 
more information on Windsong 
Acres for a public or private event 
or to learn more about stained 
glass classes, contact the Rasches 
at: jeffr@adams.net or call 
(217) 257-9940. 
 

Jeff and Shelly Rasche are members 
of Adams Electric Cooperative. 



Every day we rely on electricity. We 
depend on the refrigerator to keep 
our food fresh, air conditioning and 
heating to keep us comfortable and, of 
course, lights on a daily basis. We also 
depend on electricity to re-charge our 
electronics. Whether it’s a phone to 
keep in touch with relatives, a tablet for 
students’ homework or the laptop on 
which we stream movies, 
these devices all have 
become integral to our 
daily routine.
 At work, we rely on 
electricity to power our 
computers, phones, lights 
and productivity. Without 
this consistent, reliable 
and affordable power 
source, businesses would 
relocate, jobs would be 
lost and prices of goods 
and services would 
increase.
 That’s why Adams 
Electric Cooperative 
is concerned about the 
proposed regulations on 
existing power plants 
from the Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(EPA). This round of 
rules impacts the power 
plants on which we rely 
every day. 
 Cooperatives are different from 
other electric utilities. We are owned 
by our members. When we look at our 
power options, we are not driven to 
make a profit. We strive to provide the 
most affordable and reliable electricity 
possible to our members. That’s why we 
invested in Prairie State, a state-of-the-
art coal-fired power plant to keep costs 
affordable over the long haul.
 These new regulations could 
endanger this supply of affordable 

electric power. The way the new rules 
are written, we might have to limit coal 
as a resource.  
 The EPA has drafted a regulation 
that adversely and disproportionately 
affects electric cooperatives. That’s 
why we are telling the EPA that this 
regulation simply does not work for us.
When the EPA drafted regulations 

limiting greenhouse gases from new 
power plants, the agency received more 
than five hundred thousand emails 
opposing the regulation. Today we ask 
you once again, please join us. Visit 
www.Action.coop again and tell the 
EPA you cannot afford these new 
regulations. 
 Your voice was heard last time. The 
EPA took note of electric cooperatives, 
and our collective voice showed that co-
op members were engaged.
 That’s why we’re asking you to 
take action again. The EPA needs 

to understand the impact that these 
regulations have on the people at 
the end of the power lines. Electric 
cooperative members are uniquely 
situated to help the EPA understand that 
these regulations will cost Americans 
more money. 
 These regulations also will cost 
Americans jobs. These regulations will 

not work for rural Americans.
 Please, also ask your friends and 
neighbors to join us. Ask them to visit 
www.action.coop and tell the EPA co-
op members cannot afford regulation. 
We can balance environmental needs 
with affordability and reliability 
through a diverse supply of generation 
resources  which includes coal, natural 
gas, and wind. America needs a healthy 
economy. America needs jobs. America 
needs manufacturing. And affordable, 
reliable electricity is the linchpin to 
these vital assets.

Please join us in taking action –
Keep electricity affordable
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48 x 56 x 14  
Gray & Charcoal

40 x 48 x 15
Stone & Burnished Slate

We also o�er building 
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.
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Buffalo Chicken Wrap
Submitted by Laura Dotson

2 Tbsp. hot pepper sauce
3 Tbsp. white vinegar, divided
1/4 tsp. cayenne pepper
Olive oil
1 lb. chicken tenders
2 eggs
1/4 cup milk
2 cups flour
2 Tbsp. mayonnaise
2 Tbsp. yogurt
Ground pepper to taste
1/4 cup crumbled blue cheese
4 8-inch whole wheat tortillas
1 cup shredded romaine lettuce
1 cup celery, chopped

Beat eggs and add milk. Dip chicken in 
egg mixture and dredge in flour. (Tip: If 
time allows, put them in the refrigerator 
for about 20 minutes to help the coating 
stick to the chicken.) Heat oil in a large 
skillet over medium-high heat. Once 
oil is hot, fry tenders in small batches 
until cooked through and no longer pink 
in the middle. Drain on paper towels. 
Whisk hot pepper sauce, 2 Tbsp. vin-
egar and cayenne pepper in a medium 
bowl. Toss chicken with hot sauce; coat 
well. Whisk mayonnaise, yogurt, pep-
per and remaining 1 Tbsp. vinegar in a 
small bowl. Stir in blue cheese.  
 To assemble wraps, lay a tortilla on 
a plate. Spread with 2 Tbsp. blue cheese 
sauce. Top with chicken, lettuce and 
celery. Roll into a wrap. Repeat with 
remaining tortillas. 

Imitation 
Lemon Cheese Cake

Submitted by Kay Little
1 pkg. lemonade Kool-Aid
1 can sweetened condensed milk
1 (8 oz.) carton cool whip
1 prepared graham cracker pie crust

Mix lemonade koolaid mix and sweet-
ened condensed milk. Stir in cool whip. 
Pour into pie crust. Refrigerate to chill.

Busy Day 
Microwave Casserole
Submitted by Marilyn Eidson

1 lb. hamburger
1 cup water
1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese
1 (15 oz.) jar spaghetti sauce
1 1/2 cups elbow macaroni, uncooked

Crumble hamburger into 3 quart cas-
serole and cook in microwave (covered) 
on high for 5 minutes, stirring often. 
Drain. Mix in sauce, water, macaroni. 
Cook on high for 12-15 minutes, stir-
ring halfway through. Sprinkle cheese 
on top and let stand 4-6 minutes. 

Buffalo Chicken Wrap

Bring a copy of your favorite recipe to the Annual Meeting 
and you could win a gift basket of kitchen items!
Watch for details in the September Annual Report!
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Klingele, 
Maiers 

& Taylor
Return from 

Washington,  D.C.
Connor Klingele of Liberty and Trevor 
Maiers of Payson, and Miranda Taylor 
of Rushville represented Adams Electric 
during the annual “Youth to Washington” 
Tour, June 13-20. Randallynn Smith of 
Augusta and Annika Lewis and Kylie Hull 
of Mendon represented Adams Telephone 
Co-Operative. This event, sponsored by the 
electric and telephone cooperatives began 
54 years ago to introduce rural youth to 
cooperatives and our democratic form 
of government. 
 Miranda and Kylie traveled as Willie 
Wiredhand students, paying their own way. 
Miranda was sponsored by area businesses 
and was very appreciative of their support. 
 The students met with Congressman 
Aaron Schock and were among 65 rural Il-
linois youth leaders on the trip. The Illinois 
students joined approximately 2,000 young 
leaders from 45 states. In addition to the 

Interested in Youth Tour?
Students must be a sophomore or 
junior in the fall of 2014 to be eligible 
for the 2015 Youth Tour contest. 
 Send his/her name and address to: 
Attn: Laura, Adams Electric Coopera-
tive, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, IL 
62320, by email at: ldotson@adam-
selectric.coop, or include a note with 
your electric bill! We will add his/her 
name to our mailing list.

U.S. Capitol, they also visited Arlington 
National Cemetery, Washington National 
Cathedral, several Smithsonian Museums, 
Supreme Court, and a number of other 
historical sites.
 Connor said his favorite part of the 
trip was the flight simulator at the Air & 
Space Museum. Tyler said he was im-
pressed by all of it. 
 The Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives has a Facebook page called 
“Illinois Youth to Washington Tour” where 
they tracked the students’ tour and posted 
photos and videos throughout the tour.

Left to right: Randallynn Smith, Kylie Hull, Connor Klingele, Congress-
man Aaron Schock, Trevor Maiers, Miranda Taylor and Annika Lewis.
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Chicken Fry
Aug. 24 (11am-2pm), KC Hall, Mt. 
Sterling. Eat in or carry out meal, 
kids games, silent auction, raffle & 
entertainment. Proceeds benefit St. 
Mary School. (217) 773-2825

Hunter’s Safety Course
Aug. 25, 26 & 28 (6-9:30pm), 
KC Hall, Mt. Sterling. Teaching & 
discussions on hunting safety. Open 
to all ages (young children should 
be accompanied by an adult). 
Must attend all three classes to be 
certified. (217) 430-8877

Adams Electric’s 
75th Annual Meeting
Sept. 3 (Meal 4:30-6:45pm, Meeting 
7pm), Bailey Park, Camp Point. Free 
dinner, vendors, bounce house, 
door prizes, attendance gift, capital 
credit distribution, 1938 aerial 
photography, entertainment, election 
of directors and more! 

Mini Fair
Sept. 7 (11am-1pm), North Adams 
Home, Mendon. Fried chicken 
dinner, Little Mr. & Miss contests.
(217) 936-2137

Whistle Stop Depot 
Museum & Restored 
Ferguson School 
Open House
Sept. 7, 21 & 27 (1-4pm), Brown Co. 
Fairgrounds. Sponsored by Brown 
County Historical Society. (217) 
289-3480

Free Family Movie Night
Sept. 9 (7pm), Mt. Sterling Marley 
Park/Little League Diamond. If 
unsuitable weather, then event will be 
held at Brown Co. High School. 

Versailles Fall Festival
Sept. 13 (Parade starts at 11am, 
events all day), Versailles. Fried 
chicken dinner following parade at 
the Community  Building. Activities in 
the park. Free games for kids.  (217) 
653-6684

Round Barn 
One-Room School Day
Sept. 14 (1-5pm), Round Barn, 
Adams Co. Fairgrounds, Mendon. 
Video on one-room schools of Adams 
County & free drive-by maps. School 
memoriabilia. Serving apple cake & 
Cool Whip. (217) 653-1918

Mt. Sterling Fall Festival
Sept. 27 & 28, Around the Brown 
County Courthouse. Kids games, 
vendors, food, uptown historical walk, 
quilt show, car/bike show, cruise 
night, and more! Contact: karla.
metz@tracyfoundation.org

Mt. Sterling United 
Methodist Church Lunch
Sept. 27 (11am-2pm), Mt. Sterling 
United Methodist Church, fellowship 
hall. (217) 773-2047

St. Mary’s School 
150th Anniversary
Sept. 28, St. Mary’s School. 
Celebratory mass with a reception at 
the school featuring tours/slidshows. 
Contact: vyingling@dotfoods or 
school at (217) 773-2825

Jenny Doan Days
Aug. 8 & 9 (1pm), Sullivan 
Auctioneers Facility, Hamilton, IL. 
Workshops: Friday - 1pm 
Disappearing Pinwheel; 6:30pm 
Trunk Show. Saturday - 9am 
Serendipity Workshop; 1pm 
Garden Party. Food available. 
Workshops: $40/ea. Trunk Show: 
$15. Reservations required at 
quilthamilton2014@gmail.com or 
call (217) 248-5802 

146th Adams/Brown Co. 
Old Settlers
Aug. 8-10, Clayton. Oldest 
celebration in the state. Food 
vendors, Little Miss contest, parade, 
craft show, talent show, kids games, 
greased pig contest, antique tractor 
pull, lawn mower derby, 
pancake breakfast, church 
service, bingo & cake walk. 
Crazy Horse performs. For more 
info, call (217) 440-6533 or (217) 
257-5170

Round Barn 
Log Cabin Day
Aug. 10 (1-5pm), Round Barn, 
Adams Co. Fairgrounds, Mendon. 
Displays & demonstrations in the 
Log Cabin. Video presentation of 
Quincy postcards (1890-1950) & 
other exhibits. Homemade cookies 
& lemonade. (217) 430-4434 

Centennial Ebenezer 
Ice Cream Social
Aug. 16 (4-?), Centennial Ebenezer 
Methodist Church, Rt. 61, E. 
of Loraine. Vanilla, chocolate, 
pineapple & banana ice cream, 
sandwiches, cake & drink. (217) 
938-2441

Cowboy Mounted Shooting
Aug. 16 & 17 (10am & 2pm), 
Adams Co. Fairgrounds, Mendon, 
IL. During Ethan’s Rodeo event. 
brokenspokemountedposse.com
(217) 242-5696

Brown Co. 
United Way Kickoff
Aug. 22 (6:30pm), Brown Co. High 
School Football Field. Food, drinks, 
kids activities. browncountyuw.org

Hogback Party
Aug. 23 (11am-4pm), Hogback 
Island. Sponsored by Quinsippi 
Yacht Club. quinsippi.com 

Mendon Boy Scouts 
Aluminum Collection
Aug. 2 (8am-12pm), Mendon Park. 
Bring your aluminum cans to recycle 
and help support the new Mendon 
Troop #43. Pick up of cans also 
available upon request. (217) 430-
1169

First Saturday 
Walking Tours
Aug. 2 (10am), Starting at 425 S. 
12th in gift shop. Features Dick 
Brewing Co., Dick Family homes & 
neighborhood. $10/person or $6/
member of Historical Society. Call 
(217) 222-1835 for reservations.

Poker Run by Boat
Aug. 2 (12-4pm), Begins at Art Keller 
Marina Gas Docks or Quincy Boat 
Club. quinsippi.com

Payson Old Settlers
Chicken Supper
Aug. 2 (Serving starts at 4pm), 
Payson South Park Shelter House. 
Carryouts available. Sponsored by 
Payson United Methodist Church. 

Cruising Camp Point
Aug. 2 & Sept. 6 (5pm-dusk), Camp 
Point Assembly of God Church 
grounds, Rt. 24, across from Casey’s. 
First Sat. of every month thru Sept. 
6. All cars, trucks, motorcycles 
& tractors invited. Great times & 
fellowship. “Show off” your special 
toys. Special awards. For more info, 
contact Ray at: rbh414@aol.com

Summer Concert Series
Aug. 3 & Sept. 7 (6pm), First 
Christian Church, 117 West 
Washington, Mt. Sterling. In August, 
Two By Two Quartet performs. In 
September, The Goulds perform. 
Freewill offering. (217) 773-3247

Elizabeth Newcomb-
Stillwell’s Classes 
for Young Ladies
Aug. 4-8 (10am-12pm), Quincy 
Museum. Featuring Marie-Grace and 
Cecile, fun in New Orleans. Open to 
girls age 8 and up. Foods & crafts. 
Cost per week: $40/members, $50/
non-members. Call (217) 224-7669 
to register.

Little Master/Miss & Tiny 
Master/Miss Loraine Gala
Aug. 8 & 9, Loraine. In conjuction 
with the Loraine Lions Club Annual 
Festival. (217) 936-2137

Calendar of Events
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Light 
Shopping
By B. Denise Hawkins

Bulbs, brands, lumens, and labels—
oh my! If you have been gradually 
making the switch to the new energy 
efficient lighting choices, you’ve 
noticed that more changes have come 
to the light bulb aisle. Remember 
when the odd looking corkscrew 
compact fluorescent (CFL) bulb was 
introduced to consumers a few years 
ago? It’s still there and so are most of 
the classic pear-shaped incandescent 
bulbs. But today’s lighting choices 
have expanded and gotten serious 
makeovers—their packaging labels 
and lingo included. There are LEDs, 
CFLs, halogen, lumens, CRI, and 
more, and there is a host of lighting 
brands. But in recent years, the focus 
has been on making all bulbs more energy 
efficient and cost effective. 

End of an Era
We’ve basked in the golden glow of 
Thomas Edison’s incandescent bulb since 
the 1800s, but this January marked the 
end of its run. That’s when the federal 
government finalized its mandated phase 
out of selected general-purpose light bulbs 
and Edison’s less energy efficient incan-
descent ones. While you still may find 
100- and 75-watt bulbs on store shelves, 
manufacturers in the U.S. stopped produc-
ing them. The old 40- and 60-watt bulbs, 
which represented over half the market, 
are following suit. What brought about the 
lighting change? In 2007, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy estimated that home and 
commercial lighting was consuming more 
electricity annually—about 300 billion 
kilowatt-hours of lighting or the equiva-

lent of about 100 power 
plants—but most of it 
was wasted. Old-fash-
ioned incandescent 
bulbs used plenty of 
energy to produce only 
10 percent light, with 
90 percent of the en-
ergy given off as heat. 
In comparison, today’s 
more energy-saving 
incandescent light 

bulbs use 25 percent less energy to do 
the job of lighting the same spaces in 
your home.

Look on the Bright Side
Prime replacements for the traditional 
incandescent light bulb are the higher-
efficiency CFL and LED or light emit-
ting diode bulbs. But be prepared to 
pay more upfront for some of the bulbs 
you choose. Lighting experts say that 
LEDs are the best choice for energy ef-
ficiency and if price is not a concern—
they can last for up to two decades, 
save you 75 percent or more in energy 
costs, and offer superior color and 
brightness. However, they can cost an 
estimated $10 to $60 per bulb.
The Energy Department assures 
consumers that there is a bright side—
lower electricity bills over the longer 
term. These are their estimates: using 
a traditional incandescent bulb adds 
about $4.80 per year to the average 
household electric bill, but a CFL bulb 
adds just $1.20 a year and an LED 
about $1 per year. That means that a 
typical household could potentially 
save about $50 per year by replacing 
15 old incandescent bulbs. 

Lighting the Way
Since lighting accounts for nearly 20 
percent of the average home’s electric-

ity use, don’t stay in the dark when 
shopping for new bulbs that save on 
energy and your electric bill. 

Things to know before you go:
• Lumens are the new watts. It’s 
all about the lumens or the amount of 
light a light bulb emits. Remember this 
formula: The higher the lumens, the 
brighter the light—to replace a 100-
watt incandescent bulb, choose a bulb 
that offers about 1,600 lumens. There 
are handy charts at www.energystar.
gov/ that help you compare the old 
measure of watts to lumens.  
• Three-steps to your new bulbs. 
STEP 1: Choose the amount of lu-
mens you need based on how bright 
you want a room; STEP 2: Determine 
which bulb has the lowest estimated 
energy cost per year. This will save you 
the most money; and STEP 3: Choose 
bulbs based on your needs—how long 
it will last and light appearance. 
• Read the label. Always check the 
package, making sure that it carries the 
U.S. Department of Energy’s ENER-
GY STAR® logo. New Lighting Facts 
labels on boxes will also help consum-
ers understand what they are purchas-
ing—amount of lumens, estimated 
annual operating cost, and light color.
Sources: U.S. Department of Energy, Natural 
Resources Defense Council




