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Welcome
This issue is designed to make your home building
or remodeling projects a little easier. We know you’ll
have a lot of decisions to make:
• What’s the name of a good builder?
• What type of heating and cooling
should I choose and who should
install the system?
• Who do I turn to for concrete,
insulation, cabinets, flooring . . . ?
• Does Adams Electric offer any
incentive rates or loans for
electric heat?
The list goes on and we’ve asked some of our
members, who have recently built new homes, those
same questions. We hope their testimonials will provide some advice. (95847-001)
Keep in mind, the Cooperative cannot recommend
one contractor over another. The homes in this issue
represent only a handful of the many reputable contractors in this area. We’d like to thank these members
for their time and for providing valuable feedback.
Congratulations to all of our
new home owners!
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Promoting Energy Efficiency

by Jim
can find information on energy
Thompson PE,
efficiency on our website www.
General Manager adamselectric.coop. Click on
Community Services > Energy
Please enjoy one Efficiency For All to find a link
to a Home Energy Audit and
of my favorite
learn more about Energy StarAdams Outlets,
rated appliances. By clicking
the New Home
on Member Services > Energy
Issue. This
Efficiency For Members, you’ll
issue shows the beautiful homes
being built in our service territory. find programs available to
members only. Learn more about
We are fortunate to have quality
our load control program and
builders and heating, ventilation,
EnergyWyse loans as I mentioned
and air conditioning (HVAC)
contractors in our service territory. above. We offer Kill-A-Watt
Usage Monitors to track the usage
The Cooperative’s energy saving
programs provide us an opportunity of your appliances. You will also
find links to the Together We
to engage with members to help
Save website and the Touchstone
improve their quality of life.
The Cooperative encourages the Energy Kids Zone.
We also established an electric
use of energy efficient construction.
car
charging
rate. If you have
We offer special incentives
purchased an electric car and
including rates, credits and low
interest loans for use of geothermal, are interested in this program,
please contact Bill Stalder in our
air-to-air heat pumps, and energy
Member Service department.
efficient upgrades.
The EnergyWyse Loan program The Cooperative embraces
this technology and is excited
was expanded to provide more
about its potential. With the
opportunity and flexibility for
Cooperative’s current metering
our members. The loan amounts
technology and distribution
were increased, interest rates
system, we are well positioned
were lowered, and terms became
to help members take advantage
more flexible depending on the
of electric cars. We have the
amount of the loan. The program
potential to help grow this
offers loans for heating and air
technology similar to the success
conditioning, insulation, windows
and doors and standby, portable and of geothermal.
We appreciate having the
PTO-style generators.
opportunity
to serve you and hope
Energy efficiency and
you enjoy the New Home Issue as
conservation are important to
much as we do.
us and we want our members
to use electricity wisely. The
Cooperative provides an article
each month in the Adams Outlet
on energy efficiency and offers
a publication on energy efficient
One account # is hidden
building standards. Members
inside this issue. If it’s yours,

Find your
account #

call us and you’ll receive a

Adams Electric Cooperative’s
office will be closed
January 1 for the New Year’s Day holiday.
To report an outage, call (800) 232-4797.

10 bill credit.

$

* Credit must be claimed
by January 31, 2016.

(Your account number on the
back cover does not count.)
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Homeowners:
Daniel & Shari Volk
Occupations: Retired
Move-In Date: August 2014
Square Footage: 1,500 sq. ft. plus full basement
Builder: Davidson Home Improvement, Inc.
HVAC Contractor: Scranton Heating & Cooling
Heating System: Geothermal with vertical loop system
Other recommended contractors:
Building supplier: Kassing Lumber, Mt. Sterling
Handcrafted cabinets: Andy Dugan, Griggsville
Carpet: T&G Carpet Sales (Jeff Green), Camp Point

Volk

When building a new home, use
contractors you are comfortable with
and who also have enough experience
to make the construction process and
decision-making as easy as possible.
Tim Davidson, of Davidson Home Improvement
offered many suggestions. He was good and very fast.
We chose Scranton Heating & Cooling from previous experience
and we knew them personally. Casey designed a system specifically for our
new home and made the decision-making easy. The guys are friendly and did
a great job. We liked the total (geothermal) system being inside the basement
with no outside unit. We were looking for a very efficient and quiet system and
we really like it.

Load Control: What is it and how does it work?
Many Adams Electric members
participate in a load control program.
The program allows the Cooperative to
reduce the total amount of electricity
used by its members (as a whole) during
times of high electric demand, such as
the hottest days of the summer. The
load control program runs year round
(typically May through October for air
conditioners).
Members who choose to participate
in the program allow the Cooperative
to control their central air-conditioning
units and electric water heaters. In
return, these members receive a reduced
rate or monthly credit for their electric
heating, cooling and water heating.
During load control, all central air
conditioner compressors are cycled
a maximum of 15 minutes “on” and
a maximum of 15 minutes “off,” but
the fan is allowed to run at all times.
Electric water heaters are turned “off”
for the entire interruption.
In order to perform load control,
the Cooperative installs a load control
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receiver (also referred to as a “switch”)
at the member’s home. If you are unsure
whether you are participating in load
control, look for a receiver similar to the
example shown at right located near the
condensing unit, the main meter or by
the water heater.
Load control can take place at any
time year round. Nearly 40% of Adams
Electric members participate in load
control making it impossible to notify
everyone when an interruption
will occur.
However, if you participate in any
of our load control programs (CHC,
LM-CAC or LM-CWH), you can
determine when we are controlling by
looking at your receiver. A red or amber
(yellow) light(s) means the Cooperative
is performing a load control. A green
light means we are only testing the
receiver. No light is normal and means
we are not interrupting. This information
should help answer your questions
during load control periods.
If your breaker is turned off and

To identify
an interruption, look
for a red
or amber
light(s) in
this area.
A green
light means
we are only
testing the
receiver.
No light
is normal
and means
there is no
interruption
taking place.

then back on due to an outage or home
repairs, the red light on your control
switch will remain on for 15 minutes.
If the light does not go out after 15
minutes, contact the Cooperative.
If you have additional questions,
please feel free to call the Cooperative
and we’d be happy to assist you. Call
Adams Electric Cooperative at (217)
593-7701 or (800) 232-4797.
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Homeowners: Mark & Willette Vest
Occupations: Retired
Move-In Date: November 2014
Square Footage: 1,528 sq. ft.
Builder: Pruden Construction
HVAC Contractor: Peters Heating
& Air Conditioning
Heating System: Geothermal
Other recommended contractors:
Plumbing & Septic: Lindsey-Childers
Cabinets: Gem City Cabinets
Appliances: Quincy Appliance Center

Vest

We moved here from Florida to be near family
as we age. We plan on living in this house for
the rest of our lives, so we tried to make it as
senior-friendly as we could.
The best advice is to be flexible and go
with the flow. Also, start with a budget, but plan
on going over. We moved in with our daughter and
her family while the house was being built and were
able to see it all go up. We would visit the house each evening
to check on the progress.
We really enjoyed working with Gary Pruden and his crew. They were meticulous on details and were easy to talk to.
They were also flexible and would change things if we decided to do something different. Gary Pruden was wonderful to
work with and this was his last house. He recently retired.
We were very pleased with Peters’ workers. If needed, they would come out right away to deal with an issue. We knew
several family members who recommended geothermal. So far, we are happy with it. Monthly bills are very reasonable.

How do I pay for it?

Low Interest Loans Available
Some rates as low as 2.5%

Adams Electric offers loans for geothermal heat pumps, air-to-air heat
pumps, energy-efficient windows, doors, insulation, and even back-up generators. Rates are very reasonable. Call (800) 232-4797 for more details.

An incentive!

The benefit of having an all-electric home
Members with electric heating systems may choose to participate in the Cooperative’s load control program and
receive a reduced rate of 7¢/kWh for all their electric heating, cooling and water heating usage. Contact Adams
Electric for more information at (800) 232-4797.

Download our
outage app
for your
smart phone
or tablet!
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Download our new app to help
fight debit card fraud 24/7!
www.fblbank.com
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Homeowners: Andy Holler
Occupation: Andy works for the
State of Illinois
Move-In Date: May 2015
Square Footage: 1,982
Builder: Harold Thomas Construction
HVAC Contractor: Peters Heating
& Air Conditioning
Heating System: Geothermal
Other recommended contractors:
Concrete (basement): Kirk Rawlins
Insulation: Best System Builders
Cabinets: Dugan Designs
Materials: Kassing Lumber
Plans: Custom Design Services

Holler
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Plan! Plan! Plan! Get ideas and recommendations from others, do research and ask
questions and have a game plan before you
start. Get bids and quotes and hire qualified
professionals. 		
Harold (Thomas) has a great reputation
as a builder and was very easy to work with.
Peters was recommended by a friend.
They were knowledgeable and helpful and
did an excellent job.
I chose geothermal for the energy efficiency. So far, I have been very happy with
my choice.
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Find all of our creative
entries online at:
adamselectric.coop
by Scott Norton, age 9
My dream house is made in a tree and has an elevator
going up to the house. On one side of the tree there is a
branch with a bird house and the bird lives in it and on
the other side there is a opossum hanging upside down on
a branch. On the left side of my tree house, there is a soccer field and on the right there is a football field (home of
the Seahawks). Inside my tree house there is a couch on
the far right. Diagonal of the couch there is a TV. Above
the couch there is a food machine that spits out whatever
food you say. In the middle of the room there is a racing
track with remote control cars to race. On the back right
there is a skating rink. On the bottom right there is a door
and if you go inside it there is a bunch of pet animals.
There is a lizard, a crocodile, a snake, a turtle, and a scorpion. That is my dream house!

For this year’s New Home Issue, we asked kids, ages
5-14, to draw their dream house. A written description was required but parents were allowed to help
the little ones put their thoughts on paper. Employees
of Adams Electric judged the contest. We are showcasing the top four winners in no particular order.
Winners received a goodie bag of surprises! Congratulations to our winners! Enjoy! All of our entries
can be found on our website at: adamselectric.coop.
We had several really creative kids with some very
unique entries so be sure to check it out!

by Laverne Lee Troyer, age 11
My dream house consists of a log cabin built beside
the woods. Inside of the cabin is a spacious area to
relax and recline, and also a small kitchen. I can sit
and look out the big window and watch as wildlife
comes into the lawn and nibbles. I would love the
peaceful woods and the cozy log cabin right in the
middle. Behind the cabin, I would have a fireplace
that I could relax by and warm myself up when the
evenings start to get chilly.

by Melanie Norton, age 11
This is a log cabin in the middle of nowhere! It has a swimming pool in back, a garden with corn, strawberries, onions
(and more that you can’t see). Inside there is a stairway
on the side -- when you first walk in. In further, there are
couches and chairs there for the living room. On the side of
the living room there is the kitchen with a big table in the
middle and counters and lots of space! In the livingroom,
there’s a bathroom on the side of it with a bigger shower that you can take showers and baths in it. Then upstairs there is a hall that has three
doors on each side. One of them is my room, the first one on the right. The second one by mine is the bathroom with a huge jacuzzi and lots of
bubble bath on the side! The next one down from the bathroom is the mini kitchen for coffee and a little snack if you ever get hungry at night!
The first door on the left is a guest room and so is the second one. The third one on the left is an arcade game room with lots of arcades. All the
way down the hall you step into a big den with computers and couches, etc. That’s all the stuff in my big house. Hope you like it!
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by Brigitte Schaller, age 14
Hello there, this is my dream house. Well duh you probably
already knew that, but anyway this is my dream house which
is on a beautiful hill way out in the countryside. My dream
house is two stories high. When you first walk in there is this
huge grand staircase leading to the second level. On your
left on the first level is the hallway that leads to the library. I
LOVE to read. In the library there are bookshelves on every
wall, and the bookshelves are jam packed with lots of books
to read. In the library, there is a secret door that leads to the
stunning dining room. The secret door looks like an actual
bookshelf, but it isn’t an actual bookshelf. Then the dining room is connected to the kitchen, so there is no door to
obstruct your path to the kitchen into the dining room. Back
at the grand staircase, if you go to the right, there is my craft
room. I also love to make cute little knickknacks. One door
down from my craft room there is the laundry room. From
the laundry room, there is the bathroom. Then from the bathroom, the next room is the living room. This is one of my favorite rooms, because this
is the room where my family makes memories. If you walk up the grand staircase to the second level on the right is my bedroom. One door down
from my room is the master bathroom with a huge shower and a huge jacuzzi. On the left when you first get to the landing from walking up the
grand staircase there is the spare bedroom for any guests. Then one door down from the spare bedroom there is my extravagant home theater. My
home theater has surround sound with a huge movie screen. The chairs are all reclining chairs with a cup holder in every one. Then on the outside
of my dream house you can see the beautiful pond. I also have a nice swing set. There is this absolutely gorgeous tall oak tree that I LOVE. Then
also I have the setting sun, and the dirt road that goes over the hill and disappears. HOME SWEET HOME.
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Homeowners: Josh & Jill Venvertloh
Pictured: Jill, Josie & Josh
Occupations: Josh is a farmer and business
owner at Corrigan Farms. Jill is a 3rd grade
teacher at St. Peter Catholic School.
Move-In Date: March 2015
Square Footage: 2,100
Builder: Shaffer Brothers Construction
(Dan Shaffer)
HVAC Contractor: Dan Roberts
Heating System: Heat pump with
gas backup

Venvertloh

Make a plan and budget ahead of time.
Stick as closely as you can to it throughout
the process.
We chose Shaffer Construction because
they were local contractors that we trust.
Dan Roberts is a local contractor and
family member. He guided us through to
explain which (HVAC) system would
work best for our family. So far, we like
the system. It was an affordable way
to get an efficient system.
Adams was very informative and
when it came to get our service put in,
they were very timely.

Homeowners: Leon & Linda Urven
Occupations: Retired
Move-In Date: August 2015
Square Footage: 1,600
Builder: Dave Weese Construction
HVAC Contractor: Rob’s Refrigeration
Heating System: Heat Pump

Urven

Other recommended contractors:
Plumbing: Burnett Plumbing Co.
Drywall & Painting: Entrup Drywall and Painting
Insulation: Insulation Systems
Cabinets & Building Supplies: Alexander Lumber
Septic: Greer Port-A-Potty and Septic Systems
Gutters: Mixer Seamless Gutters
Garage Doors: Overhead Door
Appliances: Trone Appliance Center

32 x 36 x 11
Bright White & Red

24 x 30 with 6’ Porch
Gallery Blue & Gray

We also offer building
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.

Track your usage online!
Visit our website at: adamselectric.coop.
Click on “My Account”. After setting up
your account, you’ll be able to track your
usage by the hour, view your billing history,
compare monthly usage with average
temperatures and more!

									
		
Dave Weese was recommended to us 		
		
by a couple whose home they’d built a couple
		
of years ago. Dave and his crew (brothers) did
		
an outstanding job. He worked with a great 		
		
group of contractors and the completion was 		
		
timely! Dave, having years of experience, 		
		
made several good suggestions that we
		
followed through with.
		
We knew we wanted a maintenance-free home; therefore, we went
			
with metal siding and roof. Also, we made it handicap accessible, for we
never know what the future holds. We went all-electric with a heat pump for efficiency. So far we are pleased with the system.
Everyone was a true professional, very knowledgeable and performed their jobs quickly. They were all easy and enjoyable to
work with. We’d recommend them. We’re pleased with the way the home turned out. We are enjoying our new home in the country.
We also thank Adams Electric Cooperative for putting in an underground primary line and removing an old utility pole. Mike DeWitt and Larry Long, linemen Kevin Knight, Jon Metz and Gary Wagner were great. This all made the place look much better. They
were always helpful and easy to work with during the whole process.
12 • Adams Outlet • New Home Issue • January 2016
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Mayse

Homeowners: Randy & Sue Mayse
Occupations: Randy is a Lock & Dam Operator
and Sue is retired from Pioneer Seed
Move-In Date: December 2013 (Completed
October 2015)
Square Footage: 2,220
Builder: Randy & Sue Mayse
HVAC Contractor: Scranton Heating & Cooling
Heating System: Geothermal
Other recommended contractors:
Excavation & Backhoe Work: Andy Newton
Sand, Gravel & Topsoil: Gary Weltey
Rental Tools & Electrical Supplies: Bruce
McCullough
Water Service Installation: Lindsey Childers
Hardware
Concrete: Dave Clinard
Lumber: Fred Grote of Pike County Lumber

											
I built houses for many years before going
											
to work for the Corps of Engineers so Sue and I
					
built it ourselves. We worked side by side to create our country home. Long 		
							
hours, tense times, happy times and in the end, we have a great home to live in.
All of the guys at Scranton worked to design and install a geothermal system that works amazingly well. It is hard to believe how
inexpensive it is to heat and cool with this type of system. No doubt, we got the best.
If you are able to do all or some of the work on your home, go for it. Save yourself some money and enjoy the experience!
There are so many good people to work with in the Mt. Sterling area. Thanks to Andy Newton for excavation and back hoe work,
Gary Welty for sand, gravel and topsoil. Bruce McCullough for rental tools and electrical supplies, Lindsey Childers Hardware for
installing our water service, and Dave Clinard for our concrete. Rex Gardhouse let us salvage some great siding off of the 100-yearold family barn before it blew down. Special thanks to some of the young guys from town especially Corey Bowen for helping with
the heavy lifting. My hat is off to Fred Grote at Pike County Lumber in Pittsfield. He provided us with some of the best advice and
materials that we could ask for. From the frame to finish and even landscaping materials, they had it all. They were all professional
and friendly to work with.

Want Fiber
Internet?
Go to followthefiber.net and fill out the form.
217-214-3423

Internet • Phone • TV

What’s the Difference?
Geothermal Heat Pump
What is it?

The earth absorbs solar energy making it a fairly constant
55°F all year long. Geothermal systems extract the earth’s
energy to heat and cool your home. Because it uses the
earth’s natural temperature, geothermal is among the most
efficient and comfortable heating and cooling technologies available. Loops are set underground horizontally
(the most popular), vertically, in a lake or pond, or in a
well. Geothermal systems provide both heating and air
conditioning, and even hot water.

Air-To-Air Heat Pump
What is it?

An air-to-air heat pump moves heat. It absorbs heat from
outdoor air pumping it indoors during the winter. In the
summer, it absorbs heat from indoors pumping it outside.
When operating in optimal conditions (about 30-65 degrees), a heat pump is extremely efficient. When outdoor
temperatures become too cold, the heat pump needs to
run constantly to produce enough heat to maintain a comfortable indoor temperature. Therefore, a backup furnace
(either electric or gas) is needed to provide adequate heat.
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Geothermal systems are environmentally clean, very
quiet, and produce no dangerous gases. There is no outside
unit and they are four times more efficient than a gas furnace. Geothermal costs more to install but the upfront cost
is an investment that pays off with long-term savings. Geothermal systems can save 30-70% on heating and cooling
bills. They are highly durable and reliable. Your home must
be well-insulated and the system must be sized properly to
get the most benefit for your investment.

Providing a constant temperature, an air-to-air heat
pump is quite comfortable. The only sound you’ll hear is
the fan. An air-to-air heat pump is efficient and can save
30-50% on heating and cooling bills depending on the size
of the home. The higher the SEER rating, the more efficient
your heat pump will be. As with any heating and cooling
system, air leaks must be sealed and your home must be
properly insulated.
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What’s Mine? What’s the Co-op’s?
At Adams Electric Cooperative, we take fast, reliable
service very seriously. We know how important it is to
you to have an electric utility you can count on.
It is also important for you to understand that we
can only fix what belongs to the Cooperative; that
is, everything before the service point. You are
responsible for everything after the service point.
What’s the service point? In general, the Cooperative
is responsible for everything before the meter and the
member for everything after. For a typical residential
service, this is the case. However, to better understand
the “service point,” please look at the illustrations
provided.

Your meter is
on a pole near
your home...

The Cooperative
is responsible
for the meter, the
connection at the
top of the pole,
the pole, ground
wire and ground
rod. The member
is responsible for
the meter base,
breakers, the wire
running up the pole
and the service wire
running from the
pole to the house.
The meter loop is
purchased from the
Cooperative.
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Your meter
is attached
to your home
with overhead
wires...

When the metering
is on a member’s
house, the overhead
wire to the top of
the mast and the
connection are
the Cooperative’s
responsibility. The
meter base, mast,
service wires,
ground wire and
ground rod are
the member’s
responsibility. In
a new service, the
metering equipment
is set up by the member’s electrician before
service is connected. The meter base is purchased
from the Cooperative.

Your meter connects from your home
to a pad-mounted transformer...

The Cooperative is responsible for the pad-mounted
transformer and the underground line running to the
meter. The member is responsible for the meter base.
The meter base is purchased from the Cooperative.
These examples illustrate the most common
residential services. In some cases, the set-up may
look different. If you are unsure of what is your
responsibility and what belongs to the Cooperative,
please give us a call at (217) 593-7701 or toll free
(800) 232-4797.
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Homeowners: Trey & Randi Bobier
Occupations: Trey is a supervisor at Dot
Foods. Randi is a claim administrator for AgriLogic Crop Insurance
Move-In Date: February 2015
Square Footage: 2,000
Builder: Jim Mixer Construction
HVAC Contractor: Rob Davis
Heating System: Heat Pump

Bobier

Other recommended contractors:
Gutters: Mixer Seamless Gutters
Carpet: Jeff Green (T & G Carpet Sales)
Plumbing: DJ Knuffman
Materials: Mixer Lumber
Concrete: Clinard
Insulated Concrete Forms: Fox
Blocks
Cabinets/Vanities: Kitchen & Floor
Shoppe in Beardstown
Drywall: ABS
Appliances: Home Depot
Insulation: Mixer Insulation

							
We chose Jim Mixer to build our 		
							
home because he does an excellent job, pays
					
attention to detail and brings a great amount of experience and job 		
					
knowledge to home building.
Rob (Davis) and his family are friends of ours. Rob also does excellent work. We decided on an airto-air heat pump over geothermal because of the high efficiency of insulated concrete forms and the cost
versus the two. We are very happy with our heat pump and happy with the low energy bills because of
the heat pump and concrete forms combined.

“Like” Adams Outlet
on Facebook
Ever wonder when
we’re load controlling? Or, maybe you
want to know whether
your outage is part of
a wide spread outage?
By following the “Adams Outlet” on Facebook, you’ll
receive updates on major outages and load controls.
Receive direct links to contests, learn quick energy saving
tips and safety advice.
Find information on Cooperative events such as Electricity School or our Annual Meeting.
Visit us on Facebook as “Adams Outlet” and click “Like”
to stay in touch with your Cooperative!
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With Locations Serving all of SE

From Our Family to Yours
Wishing You a Happy New Year
Bo Peters
Hannibal

Dominic Peters
Quincy

Marty Peters
Quincy

Charlie Peters
Hamilton

Adam Peters
Quincy

www.petersheatingandair.com

877-938-7662

Quincy, Hamilton, Pittsfield, IL
Hannibal, Kirksville, Troy, & Columbia MO

217-222-1368

