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Find your account #
One account # is hidden inside this issue. If it’s yours, 
call us and you’ll receive a

 

$10 
bill credit.

* Credit must be claimed by June 30, 2016.
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Electricity School

Pay your bill 24/7
by calling 

(800) 232-4797 
or pay online at:

adamselectric.coop

24/7

Hey, Kids!

Have fun & learn about electricity at:

Electricity School
June 8

                             
       Free event for ages 8-18

                         
                         

        Register online at:                                              

                         
                         

              adamselectric.coop 

Do you have our
Power Pal app
to report & track 
outages?

Learn more at:
adamselectric.coop/outages/reportanoutage

Outage App

“Like” Adams Outlet

The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!

Click on our link at: 

adamselectric.coop

 We recently received your Penny Power Grant 
check in the amount of $1000 to help with the 
expenses of our drainage project. I shared the 
news with the board at our January meeting 
and I can tell you that everyone was really 
appreciative. This is a wonderful program and we 
thank you for your support of the Adams County Fair.
 Sincerely,
 Rosemary Brinkman, 
 Recording Secretary
 Adams County Fair

 I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone for 
making this scholarship a possibility 
for me. I’m gratified to not only 
represent Adams Electric Co-op in the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, but also Quincy Senior High School. 
I’m so blessed to have won this scholarship, as it allows me to 
further aspire towards my future dreams.
 Sincerely, 
 Danielle Moss

 I just wanted to have an opportunity to say Thank You for 
selecting me to attend the 2016 Youth to Washington Program 
on behalf of the Adams Electric Coop. I had a wonderful time 
in Springfield! I was able to hear and meet a bunch of new 
awesome people. I particularly liked the Lincoln Presidential 
Library. Going on his journey through life was incredible to 
see. Thank you again. I’m so excited to have been selected for 
the Washington, D.C. trip! I will do my best to represent Adams 
Electric Cooperative and Illinois while I’m there.    
Thank you again!
 Sophia Marcolla

Dear Friends of American Red Cross,
 Thank You for your gift of $250.00 to Home Fire Relief. 
Your donation helps deliver critical recovery services to people 
devastated by home fires, as well as provide communities with 
lifesaving resources to reduce fire deaths and injuries across the 
country.
 With the generosity of donors like you, the Red Cross is 
meeting with families to provide home safety and fire prevention 
tools and information, teaching school children about fire 
safety, and communication nationwide through public outreach 
channels. Through these efforts, the Red Cross aims to reduce 
the number of fire deaths and injuries in the U.S. by 25 percent 
within five years.
 Thanks again for supporting Home Fire Relief! Your help 
impacts our neighbors in need!

 Sincerely, 
 Amber Wood
 Executive Director
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by Timothy Brecht PE
Manager of 
Engineering 
& Operations

Summer is almost 
here, school is 
out for some 
and families are 

gearing up for a few months of 
fun and relaxation. While summer 
brings much fun in the sun, it can 
also bring the occasional severe 
storm. In the event of a power 
outage, you can trust that Adams 
Electric Cooperative is ready to 
respond. 
 One of the major causes of 
power outages comes from damage 
to power lines due to falling trees 
and branches. We work year round 
– through right-of-way clearing – 
to ensure power lines in our service 
territory stand little risk of being 
damaged by trees, branches or 
other types of vegetation.
 Despite our best efforts, during 
major storms, damage can occur 
to transmission lines, substations 
and distribution lines. When this 
happens, our first priority is to 
safely restore power to as many 
members as possible in the shortest 
amount of time. 
 We start by mobilizing our 
line crews and other critical staff. 
Every phone line and our outage 
app are available to be utilized 
to take your outage report calls. 
The big problems are handled 
first – like loss of power to our 
substations which serve hundreds 
or thousands of members. These 
problems must be corrected before 
we can focus on other areas where 
more localized damage may have 

occurred.
 Adams Electric’s line crews 
inspect substations to determine if 
the problem starts there, or if there 
could be an issue down the line.
 If the root of the problem 
is at the substation or loss of 
transmission, power can be restored 
to thousands of members. 
 Next, line crews check the 
distribution lines or feeders that 
deliver power into our service 
territory. Line crews repair the 
damaged lines, restoring power to 
tens or hundreds of people. If you 
continue to experience an outage, 
there may be damage to the service 
outside of your home or business. 
Make sure you notify Adams 
Electric so crews can inspect these 
lines and equipment. 
 When dealing with extensive 
storm damage, we try to keep 
members informed about restoration 
efforts. If your power has not been 
restored within 2-3 hours, you 
can call back in to make sure your 
outage is not an individual outage 
that hasn’t been covered by other 
group repairs.
 We will do our best to avoid 
power outages, but sometimes 
Mother Nature has other plans. 
Be sure to check Adams Electric’s 
Facebook page (“Adams Outlet”) 
on your smartphone for the latest 
updates during a power outage. 
Keep in mind though, do not report 
outages on Facebook. These are not 
tracked by our call center. Please 
call in your outage to (217) 593-
7701 or (800) 232-4797, report 
your outage on our website at 
adamselectric.coop or use our Power 
Pal outage app. 

We are prepared for 
summer storms

Board of Directors:
President
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Vice President
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Secretary
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
Director
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Director
Kris Farwell .................... Plymouth
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy 
Director
Laura Meyer ........................Liberty
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership. This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson

www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”
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Marcolla & Brinkman
Will Represent Adams Electric in Washington, D.C.

Students representing Adams Electric 
Cooperative (left to right): Winners Sophia 
Marcolla and Sam Brinkman and Alternate 
Christa Dowil.

Students representing Adams Telephone Co-Operative 
(left to right): Winners Amber Shupe and Emma Hil-
debrand with Alternate Emily Cluff.

Cooperatives
Participate in 
Youth Day

Senator John Sullivan and Representative 
Norine Hammond met with students 
representing Adams Electric Cooperative 
and Adams Telephone Co-Operative 
during the Illinois Electric and Telephone 
Cooperatives Youth Day on Wednesday, 
April 13 in Springfield. More than 225 
students from around Illinois had an 
opportunity to visit the State Capitol, view 
state government in action and question their 
legislators on key issues. They also were 
invited into the office of Secretary of State 
Jesse White. (900744-002)
 During lunch, Treasurer Michael 
Frerichs addressed students and chaperones 
and challenged them to take an interest in 
the political process and encouraged them 
to follow their dreams and do what interests 
them because life can take interesting twists 
and turns. Jyostna Bitra, the 2015-16 Illinois 
Youth Leadership Council Representative 
from Corn Belt Energy Corporation, spoke 
about her experience on the Youth to 
Washington tour and challenged attendees to 
maintain an interest in their cooperatives and 
the political process. While in Springfield, 
the students also visited the Supreme Court, 
Old State Capitol, and the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Museum. 
 Youth Day is designed to introduce 
young rural leaders to state government. 
There were 24 co-ops from across the state 
represented at the event. 
 At the end of the day the students were 
interviewed for the chance to participate in 
the Youth to Washington Tour from June 
10-17, 2016. Two trips were awarded by 
each cooperative for the 2016 Youth to 
Washington contest. This year’s judges 

were Kristin Banks, Lisa Brammer, and 
John Freitag from the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. Winners 
were chosen based on applications and 
interviews.
 The winners of Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s 57th Annual “Youth 
to Washington” contest were Sophia 
Marcolla from Quincy Notre Dame, 
daughter of Richard and Lora Marcolla, 
and Sam Brinkman from Payson Seymour 
High School, son of Butch and Rhonda 
Brinkman. Christa Dowil of Quincy Notre 
Dame, daughter of Lori Dowil was named 
Alternate.   
 This is the thirteenth year for Adams 
Telephone Co-Operative to participate 

in the Youth to Washington Contest. 
Winners representing Adams Telephone 
Co-Operative are Amber Shupe, daughter 
of Darren and Emily Shupe and Emma 
Hildebrand, daughter of Phil and Lori 
Hildebrand. Both students attend Unity 
High School. Emily Cluff of Warsaw High 
School, daughter of Casey and Barbara 
Cluff, was named Alternate. 
 Alternates are eligible to go to 
Washington, D.C. if a winner is unable to 
attend. Alternates will receive $50.
 Winners will join approximately 70 
other high school students representing 
Illinois electric cooperatives on June 
10, 2016 and travel to Washington, D.C. 
They will be accompanied by several 
chaperones and return to Springfield on 
June 17.
 During the all expense-paid week 
in Washington, D.C., winners will join 
approximately 1,450 other students from 
42 states for “Rural Electric Youth Week,” 
sponsored by the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association and electric 
cooperatives across the United States. 
 Adams Electric Cooperative serves 
more than 8,626 meters over 2,230 
miles of line in parts of Adams, Brown, 
Hancock, McDonough, Pike and Schuyler 
counties. For more information visit www.
adamselectric.coop. 
 Adams Telephone Co-Operative 
serves members in Adams, Brown, 
Hancock, McDonough, Pike and Schuyler 
counties. For more information visit www.
adams.net.

 Shown (L-R) are: Row One: Sam Brinkman, Raven Ash, Gwendolyn Meyer, Dayanara Abernathy, Christa Dowil, 
Cassie Matlock, Lauren White, Emma Dalke, Rep. Norine Hammond, Sophia Marcolla, Lissa Hull, Megan Maiers, Marissa 
Lung, Grace Ruxlow, Zach Rankin, Dylan Krohe and Madison Galloway. Row Two: Holly Stray, Amber Shupe, Emma 
Hildebrand, Kaylie Scoggins, Mercedes Hannant, Ashlyn Crone and Lacey Eichman. Row Three: Jayla Wilson, Brooke 
Ennis, Rylee McNeff, Emily Cluff, Sen. John Sullivan, Madeleine Nuebel, Dylan Cornwell, Janice Buss and Jessica Marsik.
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Download the free app 
from your app store to get 

started. Search for “Power Pal” or “Adams Electric 
Power Pal” in the app store and click install. Once 
you enter your account number in the new app, you’ll 
be able to report outages, receive outage updates 
and notifications for planned outages. Use the “View 
Outage Map” to identify areas out of power. Check 
the “News & Info” section for special news updates.

Do you have our app 
for outages?

Download our 
outage app 

for your 
smart device! 



   

I wouldn’t have had a very good answer for 
you three years ago. Now I can confidently say that 
there are many things that set us apart from other 
types of electric utilities. Here are three important 
things that make being a co-op member owner dif-
ferent than just being a customer.

First off, the cooperative is member owned. This 
means that we are the primary stakeholders. As 
members, we are the owners (thus we are known 
in the industry as member owners). The coopera-
tive belongs to and is controlled by us, the member 
owners. A customer as defined by Merriam-Web-
ster as “someone who buys goods or services from 
a business.” We are not just customers. We own the 
cooperative and have a democratic say in setting 
policies and making decisions by electing directors 
from our membership.

Secondly, we are not-for-profit. While other utili-
ties operate for profit that is then shared amongst 
its shareholders, the cooperative operates for an-
other purpose. This is to provide our members with 
safe, affordable, reliable electricity. Being not-for-
profit means that we do not operate above or below 
our cost. Any excess operating revenue is returned 
to our member owners through capital credits. This 
is based on each member’s contribution or patron-
age. The Board of Directors approves when profits 
are returned to the member. All capital credits 
through 1987 have been returned.

Third, and definitely an important one to me, is 
that we are community-oriented. Since we are the 
owners, we are the primary focus of the coopera-
tive. We have numerous programs that benefit 
the community. One of my favorites is the Penny 
Power grants (provided by us to benefit commu-
nity organizations). By rounding our monthly bills 
up to the next whole dollar, we are able to take 
pennies and make a huge impact on local organiza-
tions, including churches and schools. Since one 
of the seven cooperative principles is concern for 
community it only makes sense that one of our 
goals is to improve the quality of life for our mem-
bers and the communities where we live.

Understanding that we are member owners and not 
simply customers has been an important concept 
that I have learned while serving as a director.  
Hopefully you see yourself as a member 
owner too!  

Resource: NRECA 2600: 
Director Duties and Liabilities 

with
Director

Laura Meyer

What does it 
mean to be a 

co-op member?

Twenty-eight applications for Penny Power 
grants were approved on April 20. A total 
of $9,052.00 was granted to the following 
groups/organizations:

• Arts Quincy - $200  
 for Arts Dollars  
 program
• Liberty Grade  
 School (2) - $300  
 for books for RIF  
 (Reading is 
 Fundamental)  
 program and $300  

 toward Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark  
 Assessment systems
• Seymour High School - $200 for classroom  
 sets of Google goggles 
• Central Adams Firecrackers 4-H Club 
 (sponsored by Community for Christ 
 Assistance Center) - $150 for “Meating the  
 Need” project
• T.T.T. Adopt a Family program - $300 for  
 books for needy children
• JWCC Foundation - $300 toward costs of  
 classroom supplies for JDUB Academy
• Southeastern Elementary School - $300 for  
 new books for young readers
• St. Dominic School - $230 toward cost of  
 Typing Master keyboard software 
 memberships
• Dewey School - $350 toward expenses  
 associated with community outings for Life  
 Skills lessons
• Four Star Public Library - $250 for an  
 ELMO Visual Presenter

Penny Power 
Grants 
Awarded
at Reception
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• Seymour Elementary School - $280 toward  
 purchase of iPad Minis
• Early Childhood Center - $300 for books,  
 story telling kits, props and puppets  
• Camp Point United Methodist Church - $700  
 for Snack Pack ministry
• Webster Elementary School - $200 for series  
 of biography books
• Washington Elementary School, Rushville  
 (2) - $350 for STEM program to enhance  
 math and science initiatives and $250 for  
 books for Pre-K lending library 
• U of I Extension Unit 14 - Master 
 Gardeners - $500 to plant and maintain 
 Memorial Garden at IL Veterans Home
• Bailey Park - $700 toward cost of building  
 new storage building
• Immanuel & Trinity Lutheran Churches (2)  
 - $230 for startup costs to implement Dave  
 Ramsey’s Financial Peace University and  
 $112 for Mega Sports Camp curriculum for  
 youth in the community 
• Quincy Public Schools - $400 toward cost of  
 a soundfield system for transitional 
 kindergarten classrooms at ECFC
• Transitions of Western IL - $250 toward cost  
 of two educational programs to teach social  
 and life skills to adults with developmental  
 disabilities
• Historical Society of Quincy and Adams  
 County - $250 for landscaping at John Wood  
 Mansion and Quincy History Museum
• Midsummer Arts Faire - $100 for reusable  
 water bottles for vendors
• Quincy Park Foundation and Kiwanis Clubs  
 of Quincy - $1,000 toward cost of 
 constructing shelter house at Lincoln Park
• Quanada - $300 for 3-D target archery 
 shoot fundraiser
• Quincy Art Center - $250 for expenses 
 associated with youth art clubs

The next deadline to apply for a Penny Power 
grant is July 5, 2016. 

The Bylaws of Adams Electric Cooperative provide that nominations 
can be made by petition of 25 Cooperative Members. Blank peti-
tions can be obtained by contacting the Cooperative office. Directors 
from Districts #1 (consisting of Astoria Township in Fulton County; 
Littleton, Oakland, Buena Vista, Woodstock, Browning, Rushville, 
Bainbridge, Hickory and Frederick Townships of Schuyler County), 
District #2 (consisting of Keene, Northeast and Houston Town-
ships of Adams County; Augusta, Chili and St. Albans Townships of 
Hancock County), and District #3 (consisting of Gilmer, Columbus, 
Burton and Liberty Townships of Adams County) will be elected at 
the September 7, 2016 Annual Meeting. Petitions must be returned 
to the Cooperative office by 4 p.m., June 9, 2016.

Petitions for Director
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 From the outside, the barn looks 
ordinary. It’s rather large but covered in 
metal siding, white on top and black on 
the bottom. You would assume there’s 
farm equipment inside, maybe a dirt floor. 
Nothing extraordinary. Then you walk in-
side and realize. . .some people just have 
more energy than others.
 When Lisa Parks and her husband, 
Frank, moved back to Rushville from Cal-
ifornia, they moved in to Lisa’s childhood 
home, but they weren’t farmers. 
 Lisa’s niece, Brittany, mentioned one 
January that she would really like to have 
her wedding in the barn. If that was going 
to happen, they had a lot of work to do.
 Not only did they meet their goal but 
they didn’t stop there. The old barn that 
once proudly served its life on the farm 
was repurposed. It became their new 
business venture -- The Old Homestead 
Event Barn. 

 They’ve thought of everything. 
The field on the other side of the house 
was transformed into an outdoor wed-
ding site. Benches were assembled from 
the barn that was torn down. A fountain 
was made from an old tractor. The sun-
room on the side of the house and a set 
of doors for the outside aisle can be used 
to keep the bride hidden before 
the ceremony.
 Couples have taken advantage of  
the outdoor space. “Some had dogs in 
their wedding. Some rode in on 4-wheel-
ers. We had a semi. We’ve had rodeo 
riders. Almost all have worn cowboy 
boots,” describes Lisa. “One wedding 
party dressed in a 40s style. The men 
wore suspenders and the women wore 
40s dresses.”
 “Country folks just want to be in the  
country,” says Lisa. We’ve had horse 
riding, deer hunting and farming fami-
lies. Barns are popular with city folks 
too. Everyone loves to just get away,” 
Lisa says.
 Inside the barn, the Parks added 
tables and seating. An old flatbed truck 
sits at one end and is often used as a 
stage for the DJ. It also serves as a 
place for the wedding if weather 
doesn’t cooperate.
 Although the barn is mostly used for 
weddings and receptions, it’s also been 
a place for family reunions, a haunted 
barn, parties, and other events. In May, 
the barn hosted the National Turkey 

 Frank replaced the floor. The Parks 
tore down three other old barns to repur-
pose the barn wood for the inside of the 
attached Morton building. That created a 
cohesive look throughout. A dance floor 
was made from the gym of the old school 
in Augusta. Dimmable lighting was 
installed. Bathrooms were added. Every-

where you look, the space is decorated 
with vintage items and rustic touches.
 You wouldn’t know it right off, but 
the barn has been modernized. Frank 
is technologically savvy so, of course, 
there’s wifi and a television screen for 
showing videos and slides. For weddings, 

Frank films the couple throughout the 
planning and event and offers a 

video to each couple in ex-
change for allowing use of 

the video for marketing 
purposes.
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Federation Banquet. The barn will fit 250 people and 
is handicapped accessible.
 “Wedding couples can use the barn for five days, 
Wednesday through Sunday, so they have plenty of 
time to decorate,” says Lisa. All of the props and 
decorations can be moved around. 
 Wedding planner and florist, Keli Schoonover, who re-
cently co-hosted a bridal show at the barn appreciates being 
able to nail decorations up. She said, “Lisa doesn’t mind as 
long as you remove the nails.”
 Couples can use any caterers, florists, photographers, 
and decorators they wish. “We fill up the local bed and 
breakfasts when we have an event,” explains Lisa. Couples 
come from all over.
 Lisa recommends booking early. June and October are 
the first months to fill up. The season has extended to March 
and November. “Even with colder temperatures, it can be a 
comfortable 65 degrees in here,” says Lisa. This summer, 
the Parks plan to install three giant fans and one outside fan 
to help pull the warm air out. Large doors on both sides of 
the barn can be opened to create a gentle breeze. 
 “Dad told me he almost tore the barn down,” Lisa says. 
Fortunately, he preserved it with siding. Although it may not 
be obvious from the outside, the old barn is creating memo-
ries on the inside. 
 To learn more, visit rushvillebarn.com, find The Old 
Homestead Event Barn on Facebook, or contact Lisa 
Kettering-Parks at (217) 219-0058.

Note: The three old barns used to complete the inside of the 
Homestead barn were Adams Electric Director Alan Ache-
son’s sister, Linda’s barn, Brad LaKamp’s barn, and Sid 
Kettering’s barn and hog sheds. Lisa’s dad’s grandmother 
and Alan’s dad’s grandmother were sisters. Frank and Lisa 
Parks are members of Adams Electric Cooperative. Lisa’s 
parents, Doug and Lynn Kettering, were members of Adams 
Electric for close to 60 years.
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48 x 56 x 14  
Gray & Charcoal

40 x 48 x 15
Stone & Burnished Slate

We also o�er building 
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.
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Heavenly Hash Cake
Submitted by Kay Barry

1 (12 oz.) pkg. chocolate chips
4 eggs, separated
2 Tbsp. sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
1/2 tsp. salt
1 pint whipping cream
1 cup pecans, chopped
1 large angel food cake

Melt chocolate chips over low heat. 
Beat egg yolks and add to chocolate. 
Beat egg whites and add sugar. Add 
egg whites to chocolate mixture. Stir 
and add pecans, vanilla and salt. Whip 
cream and fold in last. 
 Break angel food cake into chunks 
and cover bottom of deep bowl. Cover 
with layer of chocolate mixture; add 
another layer of cake pieces and cover 
with chocolate mixture. Chill in refrig-
erator overnight.

Oreo Dessert
Submitted by Nancy Boone

Family package of Oreos
16 oz. container Cool Whip
2 boxes of Jello Chocolate 
 Instant pudding
3 cups milk
3/4 cup creamy peanut butter
1 (8 oz.) block cream cheese
1/3 cup melted butter
1/2 cup sugar

Put Oreos through the food processor 
to make crumbs. Reserve 1 cup cookie 
crumbs. Mix the melted butter with the 
remaining cookie crumbs and press into 
a 13x9 baking pan. Bake 15 minutes at 
350 degrees. Cool completely.

Using a mixer, blend together cream 
cheese, sugar, peanut butter and 1/2 
of the Cool Whip. Spread over cooled 
crust. Mix the pudding mix with the 
3 cups milk and spread over cream 
cheese/peanut butter mixture. Cool 
completely. Then spread the remain-
ing Cool Whip over the pudding layer.  
Sprinkle the reserved cookie crumbs on 
top. Chill until ready to serve. Cut into 
16 pieces as it is very rich.

Hershey’s Chocolate 
Syrup Brownies

Submitted by Jane Curry

1/2 cup butter or margarine, softened
1 cup sugar
1 1/2 cups Hershey’s syrup
4 eggs
1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 cup Hershey’s Special dark or semi-
 sweet chocolate chips, optional

Heat oven to 350 degrees. Grease 
13x9x2 inch baking pan. Beat butter 
and sugar in a large bowl. Add syrup, 
eggs, and flour; beat well. Stir in choco-
late chips. Pour into prepared pan. Bake 
30-35 minutes or until brownies begin 
to pull away from sides of pan. Cool 
completely in pan on wire rack. Makes 
about 24 bars. Frost or sprinkle with 
powdered sugar if preferred.

ButterfingerTM Poke Cake
Submitted by Laura Dotson

Cake:
1 box yellow cake mix
1 1/4 cups water
1/2 cup creamy peanut butter
1/3 cup vegetable oil
3 eggs

Filling:
1 box (6-serving size) chocolate instant 
pudding and pie filling mix
3 cups cold milk

Topping:
1 container (8 oz.) frozen whipped top-
ping, thawed
1/4 cup chocolate syrup
4 Butterfinger candy bars, chopped

Heat oven to 350 degrees (or 325 de-
grees for dark or non-stick pan). Grease 
or spray bottom only of 13x9 inch pan. 
In a large bowl, beat cake ingredients 
with electric mixer on low speed 30 sec-
onds, then on medium speed 2 minutes, 
scraping bowl occasionally. Pour into 
pan. Bake 26-33 minutes or until tooth-
pick inserted in center comes out clean.
Remove cake from oven to cooling 
rack; cool 5 minutes. With handle 
of wooden spoon (1/4 to 1/2 inch in 
diameter), poke holes almost to bottom 
of cake every 1/2 inch, wiping spoon 
handle occasionally to reduce sticking. 
In large bowl, beat filling ingredients 
with whisk 1 minute (mixture will 
thicken). Pour over cake; spread evenly 
over surface, working back and forth to 
fill holes. (Some filling should remain 
on top of cake.) Refrigerate 1 hour. 
Spread whipped topping evenly on 
top of the cake. Drizzle with chocolate 
syrup. Sprinkle with chopped candy. 
Store covered in refrigerator.

ButterfingerTM Poke Cake

Energy Efficiency in the Kitchen:
Instead of opening the door to check if foods are done, switch 
on the oven light to see inside without losing heat.
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Meet Your 
Employees
We’ve featured our directors. Now, 
let’s feature our employees! Watch 
for this new column each month!

Peggy 
Koetters
Phone 
Receptionist
Working for you 
since 2003

Tell us about yourself! 
My husband, Gerald, and I have 5 
children: Lucy (Ty) Crain, Mat-
thew (Michelle), Nathan, Nicholas 
and Brittany (Justin) Hutchings. 
We also have five grandsons and 
are expecting a new grandchild in 
June. Gerald and I have been mar-
ried for 40 years. I have worked 
at Adams Electric for 13 years. 
I started out selling appliances. 
Now I am the receptionist. I enjoy 
working with all the employees and 
talking to members.

When I was a kid, I wanted to be: 
A nun but I fell in love with Gerald 
and here we are five children later.

If I’ve learned anything at all: 
Live one day at a time. Forgive and 
forget. Make every day special, it 
could be your last. It doesn’t help to 
worry, even though I do. Let go and 
let God. And, try to give everyone a 
warm smile. You may brighten their 
day. Good health is everything.

Few people know that I: 
Canoed down the Mississippi to 
Louisiana through two lock and 
dams, played the guitar and have 
85 first cousin’s on my mother’s 
side.

My most unforgettable brush 
with greatness was: 
I talk to God every day!

At the end of a long day: 
I love to work in the yard and my 
flowers. I also call the children and 
ask about their day.

First Lutheran Church 
Ice Cream Social
June 15 (4-7pm), First Lutheran 
Church, Mt. Sterling. Ice cream, 
BBQ, hot dogs, desserts (& 
diabetic) and drinks. Free will 
offering. (217) 773-3564

St. Jude Hospital Benefit 
June 17 (6-11pm), Spirit Knob 
Winery. By Beta Zeta Sorority. 
Music by Raised on Radio. Food 
by QND Booster Club. No coolers 
or carry-ins. Bring a lawn chair.
Must be 21 to enter. $10 cover 
charge. (217) 242-4905

Cook’s Night Off
June 16 (4pm), Quincy Senior 
Center, 639 York. Enjoy fried 
chicken or roast beef w/2 sides 
plus dessert for $7. Dine in or try 
the fastest drive thru in town. 

Sportsman’s Club
Testicle Festival
June 18 (Gates open at 2pm), 
Sportsman’s Club, Mt. Sterling. 
Musical entertainment, drinks & 
food. (217) 773-9096

Father’s Day
Flight Breakfast
June 19 (7am), Quincy Regional 
Airport. Pancakes, sausage and a 
heaping helping of airplanes of all 
types. Adults $6. Kids 12 & under 
$3. Rain or shine. 

Tri-State Vocal Contest
June 3, 10, 24 (7pm), Hancock 
Co. Fairgrounds Community 
Building, Augusta. Three nights of 
elimination. Adults $5 at the door. 
Kids 12 & under $1. Concessions 
provided by Augusta Lion’s Club 
opening at 6pm. Fundraiser for 
the Augusta Children’s Park. (309) 
333-0379 

Annual All About Dance 
& More Dance Recital
June 4 & 5 (Sat. at 2pm & 7pm, 
Sun. at 2pm), Brown Co. High 
School Auditorium. Showcase of 
all dance students. (217) 473-3970

The Halloween Trilogy
June 9-12, Quincy Community 
Theatre. Three spine-tingling 
stories: Rudyard Kipling’s “The 
Mark of the Beast,” Oscar Wilde’s 
“The Canterville Ghost,” and 
Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Cask of 
Amontillado.” For tickets, call (217) 
222-3209

4th Annual Mississippi 
Mud Mania
June 11 (9am), Driftwood 
Campgrounds, 2300 Bonansinga 
Dr., Quincy. Tri-State’s only 5k 
Mud Run. Obstacle course open to 
individuals, groups, organizations. 
Challenge yourself or make it a 
team effort. A race just for kids 
and a chance to run with your pet. 
Register at: ymcamudmania.com. 

Mt. Sterling 
Cruise Night
June 11 (5-9pm), Main Street, 
Uptown Mt. Sterling. Come 
cruise the streets of Mt. 
Sterling. (217) 440-6646

St. Francis 
Parish Picnic
June 11 (5pm), St. Francis, 
1720 College, Quincy. Food 
and entertainment. Air 
conditioned indoor seating. 
Tent cover outdoor seating. 
Raffles and silent auction.

Lego Lego 
Awesome Lego
June 25 (9:30am), Kroc Center, 
Quincy. Explore the largest 
collection of Legos in Quincy. 
Free play, art & Lego sets to build. 
Parents and guardians welcome 
and must stay with children under 
5. Register at (217) 222-5762

Centennial Ebenezer 
Ice Cream Social
June 25 (4-?), Centennial 
Ebenezer Methodist Church, 
Rt. 61, E. of Loraine. Vanilla, 
chocolate, pineapple & banana 
ice cream, sandwiches, cake & 
drink. (217) 938-2441

First Christian Church
Concert Series
June 26 (Dinner starts at 4:30pm, 
Concert at 6pm), First Christian 
Church, 117 West Washington, 
Mt. Sterling. Taco salad supper. 
The Goulds perform. 
(217) 773-3247

Schuyler Co. Fair
June 29-July 4, Schuyler Co. 
Fairgrounds, Rushville. Harness 
Races, Pageants, Tractor Pull, 
Country music entertainment, 
Moto-Cross, Demo Derby and 
Mud Sling.
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It seems obvious in retrospect, but there was a time 
when getting electricity outside of the city limits 
wasn’t a given. Today, the spirit of community that 
co-ops were built upon continues to thrive. And as 
members we can all lend a hand by saving energy. 
Learn how at TogetherWeSave.com.

ELECTRIC CO-OPS WERE
                   CONSTRUCTED
                   WITH LINES,
                    POLES AND
THE FOOLHARDY NOTION
THAT WE ALL PROSPER
BY HELPING EACH OTHER.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM


