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My sincere thanks to Adams Electric
Cooperative for the recent repayment check
I received. 
Joyce Hynek

Many thanks for the $750 Penny Power grant for band 
uniforms for the Seymour High School Marching Band
from Payson Music Boosters.

Dear Adams Electric,
The 2012 Adopt-A-Family committee wishes to thank you for 
your contribution. Books were purchased for 187 children 
and placed in Christmas bags. Each child received one book 
to brighten their Christmas holiday. This year we helped 88 
needy families with items children needed -- toys, clothes, 
bikes, and books. We deeply appreciate your support with 
this community project. 
Sincerely, 
Mt. Sterling T.T.T. Society

The Rotary 
Club of Quincy 
just completed 
its 2012 
Christmas 
Turkey Program 
through the 
Salvation Army.
    We distributed 
1088 12# frozen 
turkeys, one in 
every Christmas 
basket that the 
Salvation Army distributed in our area. With your help, we 
raised over $13,000 to accomplish that goal. 
 Many families had a more joyous Christmas due to 
your generosity. This is the first year every basket had a 
turkey. We started many years ago with only distributing 35 
turkeys! This program has grown in our community with the 
help of companies and organizations such as yours. 
Sincerely,
Dr. Robert Reich, Chairman
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Outages

The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!

When you’re out of power during major 

outages, we’ll keep you posted!

If you choose to disconnect your air conditioner in the winter, please use the switch outside that is mounted on the condens-ing unit. Do not turn off your air conditioner at the breaker. Do-ing so sends a signal that there is a problem with your AMR meter. If you have questions, call the engineering department at (217) 593-7701.

If you disconnect. . .

Change Your 
Batteries

Daylight Saving 

Time Begins
March 10 
at 2 a.m.
Remember to set your 

clocks forward 1 hour. 

This is also a good time 

to change the batteries 

in your smoke alarms!

              
Thank you for the $650 grant for the Community 
Foundation of the Quincy Area. Your contribution 
supports our commitment to connect people who care with 
causes that matter in the tri-states, a mission that is only 
made possible by generous hearts like yours. 
 Thank you for joining us to make a positive impact 
on the quality of life in this area. The Penny Power grant 
is very much appreciated! Please thank the selection 
committee for this vital assistance.
Sincerely,
Jill Arnold Blickhan, Community Foundation
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by Jim Thompson PE
General Manager
This month’s 
featured story is 
“Sense of Purpose”.  
What do our 
members see as 
Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s 

sense of purpose? Is it just to provide 
electric service? Is it to improve 
quality of life in west central Illinois?  
These are all interesting questions.
 When you start thinking about 
these questions, many things come 
to mind. From my perspective, our 
sense of purpose is pretty broad 
and encompasses many areas. It 
incorporates the way we act, perform 
business, and what our members 
expect. It is much more than just 
providing electric service.
 Our sense of purpose is to 
improve the quality of life in rural 
America. The Cooperative is 
involved in our communities. We 

are volunteers. We help create jobs 
through economic development. We 
are educators on electricity, energy 
efficiency, energy conservation, and 
on safety. We are good stewards 
of the environment. We help 
members finance HVAC systems 
and energy efficiency.  We help other 
organizations that help the people in 
our area with Penny Power grants. 
 On the core business side, we put 
members first. We are professional, 
transparent, and trustworthy. We 
provide quick and reliable service, 
answer phones with real people, and 
provide a quality product. We are 
proactive and leading edge. We use 
technology to improve service and 
strive to make it easy for members 
to do business with us. If you have a 
problem, we work with you hand-in-
hand to help resolve it. 
 Please read the feature article 
that provides more details on what it 
is and how we perform our “Sense of 
Purpose”.

Our Sense of Purpose

Board of Directors:
President
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Vice President
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Secretary
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
Director
Richard King .................. Huntsville
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy 
Director
George Schneider ................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson

www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”

Adams Electric Cooperative’s office will be closed 
Friday, March 29

to celebrate Good Friday.

If you have an outage, call (800) 232-4797.
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Continued from the 
February Adams Outlet

Question: 
With growth through con-
solidation being a key Strategic 
Plan action, why was the con-
solidation initiative with West-
ern Illinois Electrical Coop. not 
taken to completion?
Answer: The Western board 
decided to exit the consoli-
dation process because they 
decided “to remain a small 
cooperative”.

Question: 
Since consolidation offers 
so many potential benefits to 
cooperatives, why doesn’t it 
happen more often?
Answer: While it’s true that 
consolidation does offer many 
benefits, it’s also true that some 
boards are not comfortable be-
coming part of a larger organi-
zation. It requires considerable 
trust and a vision that every-
one will be treated fairly and 
equitably in the new and larger 
organization. Your Adams 
board continues to explore 
other consolidation 
possibilities. 

with
Director
Jim Benz

The 
Cooperative’s 
Strategic 
Plan

Twenty grants were approved* by the grant review committee on Tuesday, 
January 22nd totaling $9,415.00. This amount brings the grand total of Penny 
Power grants to $255,828.09. The following groups/organizations received a 
grant:
• Quincy Area Partnership for Unmet Needs – $200 for poverty simulation training
• Boy Scouts of America, Troop 32 – $100 for merit badge book and resource  
 book library
• Monroe Elementary School – $200 for books for students struggling 
 with reading

• Payson Elementary School – $575 for hover cam  
 and projector
• Brown County High School Softball – $200 toward 
 storage shed for girls softball program
• St. Dominic School – $300 for laptop computer
• Central Elementary School – $400 for books of 
 various reading levels
• Southeastern High School – $700 for calculators
• Quincy Art Center – $250 for Art Mentor program  
 (pictured on cover) 
• Camp Point Fire Protection District – $550 toward  

    kitchen and meeting room renovations
• Greenfield Elementary School – $650 for iPad Minis
• Adams County Ambulance & EMS – $750 for CPR training manikins
• St. Francis School – $700 for iPad, projector and Apple TV for classroom
• Community Foundation of the Quincy Area – $650 for computer and 
 portable scanner
• Great River Recovery Resources – $790 for training in trauma-informed care 
• Friends of the Log Cabins – $550 for Clat Adams log cabin restoration
• Central Middle School – $700 toward purchase of Kindle Fires
• Quincy Symphony Orchestra Assoc. – $650 for choral risers
• Village of Golden – $500 toward new playground equipment for Golden 
 Community Park

 The next deadline to apply for a Penny Power grant is April 1, 2013. For 
more information, contact Bill Stalder at (217) 593-7701.
 
*A grant of $500 awarded to First United Methodist Church in Rushville for the 
Snacks for Students program at Washington and Webster Elementary Schools was 
declined after the program received a large anonymous donation. The program 
directors thought the money could be used elsewhere. The funds were returned 
and will be available in April.

Penny Power 
Passes $250,000!

Chief of Emergency 
Medical Services Paul 
Davis and Paramedic 
Kyle Dickson accept a 
Penny Power grant for 
CPR training manikins.

Pictured on the cover: 
Art Mentor Pat Kuhn along with 
students at Dewey School reveal 
their recent project through the 
Quincy Art Center’s smART Kids 
Art Mentor program. The pro-
gram, which provides art instruc-
tion to students in all Quincy Pub-
lic Elementary Schools, received 
a Penny Power grant this cycle.
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As farmers make plans to return to their fields for 
spring planting, Safe Electricity urges farm workers 
to be particularly alert to the dangers of working near 
overhead power lines. 
• Always be aware of the location of power lines, and 
designate preplanned routes that avoid hazard areas.
• Be aware of increased height when loading and 
transporting tractors on trailer beds. Many tractors are 
equipped with radios and communications systems that 
have very tall antennas extending from the cab that 
could make contact with power lines. Avoid raising 
the arms of planters or cultivators or raising truck beds 
near power lines, and never attempt to raise or move a 
power line to clear a path. 
• Simply coming too close to a power line while 
working is dangerous as electricity can arc or “jump” 
to conducting material or objects, such as a ladder, 
pole, or truck. Remember, non-metallic materials 
such as lumber, tree limbs, tires, ropes, and hay will 
conduct electricity depending on dampness, dust, and 
dirt contamination. 

• When guy wires (a grounded wire used to stabilize 
utility poles) are broken, these normally neutral wires 
can be anything but harmless. If you hit a guy wire and 
break it, call the utility to fix it. Do not do it yourself. 
When dealing with electrical poles and wires, always 
call the electric utility. (902995-002)
• If your equipment does come into contact with power 
lines, stay in the cab and call for help. Warn others who 
may be nearby to stay away and wait until the electric 
utility arrives.
• If leaving the cab is necessary, as in the case of fire, 
the proper action is to jump—not step—with both feet 
hitting the ground at the same time. Hop to safety, keep-
ing both feet together as you leave the area. Once you 
get away from the equipment, never attempt to get back 
on or even touch the equipment before the power has 
been shut off. 
 Managers should make sure full-time and seasonal 
workers are educated on these safety precautions, 
and danger areas need to be thoroughly identified 
and labeled.

For more electrical safety information, visit www.SafeElectricity.org.  



March 2013  •  Adams Outlet  •  7



According to Cooperative Bylaws, 
members may make nominations 
by petition with 25 signatures or 
more at least 90 days prior to the 
Annual Meeting. This year the An-
nual Meeting will be Wednesday, 
September 4, 2013. Requests for 
petitions will begin March 8, 2013 
and can be provided by contacting 
the Cooperative. Petitions must be 
returned to the Cooperative office 
by 5 p.m. June 6, 2013.
 A list of nominations will be 
posted in the lobby of the Coopera-
tive office within 30 days follow-
ing the petition deadline. The 
Secretary shall be responsible for 
mailing to each member at least 30 
days before the date of the Annual 
Meeting, a statement of the number 
of Board Members to be elected 

and the names and addresses of 
the candidates nominated to in 
each district.
 The Secretary shall be respon-
sible for mailing with the Notice of 
the Annual Meeting, or separately, 
but at least five days before the date 
of the Annual Meeting, a statement 
of the number of members to be 
elected and the names and address-
es of the candidates. The names of 
the candidates shall be arranged by 
district.
 The Cooperative is divided 
into nine districts of representation 
of membership and each district is 
represented by one director. Direc-
tors serve three-year terms. Their 
terms in office are staggered so 
that three of the nine directors are 
elected each year. 

Director 
districts 
to be elected 
in 2013 are 
as follows:

District #1
Consisting of Astoria 
Township in Fulton County; 
Littleton, Oakland, Buena 
Vista, Woodstock, Browning, 
Rushville, Bainbridge, Hickory 
and Frederick Townships of 
Schuyler County.

District #2
Consisting of Keene, Northeast 
and Houston Townships of Adams 
County; Augusta, Chili and 
St. Albans Townships of 
Hancock County.

District #3
Consisting of Gilmer, 
Columbus, Burton and 
Liberty Townships of 
Adams County.
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What is Expected
of a Director?

Director candidates often ask this 
question when they consider running 
for the Board. The following is a list 
of the minimum requirements for an 
Adams Electric Cooperative Director:

1.  Directors must attend all regular monthly 
board meetings, usually beginning at 7 p.m. 
and adjourning three to five hours later.
2.  Directors must attend all special board 
meetings, committee meetings and Adams 
Electric Cooperative’s annual meeting. 
Directors should also attempt to attend 
one National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) meeting or director’s 
conference every year.
3.  Other meetings directors attend include 
one- and two-day educational seminars.  
Directors are encouraged to complete their 
NRECA Credentialed Cooperative Director 
Certificate during their first term (3 years). 
Incumbent Directors must complete at 
least two additional continuing educational 
offerings during a three-year period ending 
with the second-year of each successive term 
to maintain eligibility as a director.
4.  Credentialed Directors receive a $175.00 
per diem and mileage (IRS approved 
mileage rate) for attendance of Cooperative 
meetings. Non-Credentialed Directors 
receive a $125.00 per diem and mileage (IRS 
approved mileage rate) for attendance of 
Cooperative meetings. All directors receive 
transportation, lodging and meal expenses 
when traveling on Cooperative business.
5.  Directors spend 23-35 days each year 
representing Adams Electric Cooperative.
6.  A director is expected to read and be 
familiar with information and financial 
reports from the Cooperative, and/or other 
state and national associations.
7.  A director represents all members 
of Adams Electric Cooperative, not a 
geographic region or director district.
8.  A director should work in harmony with 
the whole board. A director must also have 
the self-confidence and communication skills 
to express his/her opinion or disagreement 
with other directors.
9.  Directors and spouses are encouraged to 
join NRECA’s political action committee, 
Action Committee for Rural Electrification 
(ACRE). Regular membership is $25.00 
per year and century club membership is 
$100.00 per year.
Additional details are provided in Adams 
Electric Cooperative’s Bylaws.

Director Nominations by Petition
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On Wednesday, February 6, Adams Electric Cooperative welcomed 
nine new members/couples to the Advisory Committee during a dinner 
at the Cooperative. 
      General Manager Jim Thompson reviewed the history and current 
issues of the Cooperative. Then, Cooperative staff educated the group 
on the various departments of Adams Electric.
 Members of the Advisory Committee are selected by the Board 
of Directors and meet four times per year. The Advisory Committee 
consists of 18 members/couples who serve staggered two-year terms. 

New Advisory Committee Members
Dist. #1: Marvin & Ruth Phillips, Rushville
Dist. #2: Duane & Peggy Tobias, Loraine
Dist. #3: Darren & Andrea Sims, Liberty
Dist. #4: Bob & Jane Wort, Mt. Sterling
Dist. #5: David & Ronda Hester, Huntsville
Dist. #6: Dennis & Cindy Huber, Plainville
Dist. #7: John & Crystal Cornwell, Quincy
Dist. #8: Doug & Dawn Dunn, Mt. Sterling
Dist. #9: Richard & Lola Gronewold, Golden

New Members Welcomed
to the Advisory Committee

If you are interested in 
being considered to serve 
on the Advisory Committee, 
please contact Deb Rhea at 
(217) 593-7701.

During the meeting, current and 
new advisory members tested their 
knowledge of Adams Electric 
Cooperative.
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Making Life Better
The Co-op’s Sense of Purpose

What would make life better in our service territory? I’m not talking about win-
ning the lottery—that only makes life better for one person or a small group. But 
more jobs? Better health care? Improved parks? Those are areas that benefit 
everyone in western Illinois. 

 Adams Electric exists to power 
communities and empower you, our 
members, to improve your quality 
of life. The cooperative business 
model offers the perfect tool for tack-
ling tasks too big for one person to 
handle alone. But we need a common 
purpose to effectively wield the power 
of cooperation. 
 Think about the impact electric-
ity made in rural areas 75 years ago. 
Women lived longer because they no 
longer had to work from dusk to dawn 
at backbreaking chores. Farm produc-

tion jumped. Things like running 
water, lights, and stored food were 

possible—and with those leaps, 
our ancestors’ lives were given 
new opportunities.
        A few of you may remem-

ber our beginnings from your 
younger days—you know full well 
the power of neighbors uniting 

behind a common purpose. But the vast 
majority doesn’t remember when this 
area rolled up its sleeves and worked 
together to get the lights on. Back when 
life was hard—before cooperation 
changed the landscape of the communi-
ties we serve.
 Does that mean we don’t need a 
cooperative anymore? Is our job done? 
Are there no challenges, no roadblocks 
to a brighter future for our children? 
 When housewives and farmers 
wanted to learn how to use their new 
washers and ranges or their electric 
brooders on their farms, we held kitch-
en parties, electric shows and festivals. 
 We taught those first members that 
a shade around a bulb can eliminate 
glare. We explained that properly in-
stalled light switches should be located 
near the door so that lights were acces-
sible before beginning tasks. Seems 
obvious, today, doesn’t it? 
 Now, during Earth Day, we are 
showing students the difference be-

tween incandescents, CFLs and LEDs 
and how we can make changes in our 
habits to help our planet.
 We use our basket trucks to put up 
lighting at school ball fields, parks and 
help hang community Christmas lights 
along city streets.
 When we erected wind turbines in 
our service territory, we were asked to 
give tours and educate local organiza-
tions and school groups on the benefits 
of wind generation. 
 Your Cooperative joined Safe Elec-
tricity to provide a vast array of electri-
cal safety resources for families and 
teachers. These resources are available 
online at safeelectricity.org. 
  For generations, we’ve been  
teaching kids the basics of electricity. 
Today our 4-H program accepts non-
members and has broadened to cover 
renewable energy and mapping.
 We sponsor an annual Live Line 
Demo for schools, emergency person-
nel and the public which stresses how 
to act quickly and safely during emer-
gencies involving downed power lines.
 People are using more electricity 
than ever. Today, supply and afford-
ability are big concerns. You look to 
us for answers and your Cooperative is 
still here, taking steps to look out for 

your future. Still, we go 
beyond electricity. 
 We send high 
school students to 
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Washington D.C. to educate them on 
the benefits of cooperative membership 
and to give them a first hand look at 
their nation’s history. 
 Adams Electric has joined forces 
with local economic development 
groups to expand and attract businesses 
to our communities. 
 When businesses needed help, your 
Co-op began its own revolving loan 
program to create and retain jobs in 
rural areas. We also support other loan 
programs that benefit local businesses. 
 One of those is the Rural Eco-
nomic Development Loan and Grant 
(REDLG) program through the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) which provides zero interest 
loans to businesses.
 Adams Electric is also involved 
in  Rural Adams Development Cor-
poration’s (RADC) loan program for 
Adams County and the River Valley 
Community Development Corporation 
(RVCDC) providing financing and ad-
visory services for members in Brown 
and Schuyler Counties. 
 When members were interested in 
investing in geothermal and air-to-air 
heat pumps but 
were concerned 
about the 
extra cost, 
your Co-op 
initiated 

an EnergyWyse loan program to help 
members make that investment. Now 
loans are available for additional im-
provements including windows, doors 
and insulation. We’ve also offered 
various rate and rebate programs to 
provide incentives.
 When cooperatives across the Unit-
ed States were implementing a program 
called Operation Round-up, members 
of our advisory committee agreed that a 
program like this would be beneficial in 
our community. Members made it hap-
pen. Today, our program called Penny 
Power has just passed the $250,000 
mark. You have helped provide food 
and clothing programs for those in 
need, safer sidewalks and playgrounds, 
training materials, Smart boards for 
classrooms, reading programs, roofing 
and siding materials, upgrade lighting, 
build memorials, provide art supplies, 
flowers, trees, equipment for emergen-
cy personnel and law inforcement, and 
the list goes on. 
 What’s next for us?
 To be honest, that’s up to you. 
 Adams Electric Cooperative is 
more than a power provider. We’re 

proof that when folks unite with a 
single focus, we can bring dreams to 
reality. Our purpose—powering this 
community and empowering you, our 
members—can make life better in 
our area.
 You, our members, have the power 
to enact change—all with a little co-
operation. So think about it—what’s 
important to you? What would make 
life better? 
 Please tell us what you’re work-
ing on to improve the quality of life. 
We’re here to support your efforts, and 
we want to know how we can help 
bring people with common needs and 
interests together. Remember, electric 
co-ops can be a mechanism you use to 
make life better. 
 If you have ideas, we’d love to hear 
them. We can work together to meet the 
challenges facing our communities.
 We exist today because, 75 years 
ago, co-op members like yourself 
believed they could turn darkness into 
daylight. Thanks for sharing your 
ideas with us—we can’t wait to work 
cooperatively with you!



5 Safety Tips
For After The Storm
When a severe storm hits, it can 
create potential electrical hazards:

1. When venturing outside, stay away from downed 
power lines and be alert for tree limbs or debris that 
may hide an electrical hazard. Assume that any dan-
gling wires are electrical and energized. Warn others to 
stay away, and contact Adams Electric.
    
2. If you are driving and come upon a downed power 
line, stay in your vehicle, warn others to stay away, 
and contact Adams Electric. Be careful at intersections 
where traffic lights may be out and stop at all railroad 
crossings.
    
3. Before entering storm-damaged buildings or 
rooms, be sure all electric and gas services are turned 
off. Never attempt to turn off power at the breaker if 
you must stand in water to do so. If you can’t reach 
the breaker box safely, call Adams Electric to shut off 
power at the meter.
    
4. Never step into a flooded basement or other area 
if water is covering electrical outlets, appliances, or 
cords. Be alert to any electrical equipment that could 
be energized and in contact with water.

5. When using a generator, follow all manufacturers’ 
recommendations to avoid a tragedy. Keep the genera-
tor dry, and never plug it into a wall outlet or directly 
into the home’s wiring. This could inadvertently ener-
gize the utility lines and injure yourself or others who 
are working to restore power.
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Whole House 
Surge Protection

$6.99/mo. 
plus installation*

*Whole House Surge Protection protects your heating 
and cooling equipment and “standard white appliances” 
(i.e. refrigerator, freezer, washer, dryer). Point-of-
use strips are recommended for items such as your 
television, stereo, and computer.

Surge
Protection 
One lightning strike
is all it takes to damage 
expensive household 
equipment. 
Are you protecting 
your investments?

To operate a generator safely during a storm, 
watch our video from Safe Electricity at: 
www.adamselectric.coop/outages/generator-safety
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Surge
Protection 
One lightning strike
is all it takes to damage 
expensive household 
equipment. 
Are you protecting 
your investments?

Take Control 
of How & When You Use Electricity
Adams Electric Cooperative will be implementing the 
Rate Wattcher Residential Smart Grid RTP (real time 
pricing) Pilot Program. During the 3-year study, 
enrollees will pay for electricity based on wholesale 
market day-ahead pricing. The Cooperative hopes to 
determine member reactions to this type of rate structure. 
Will members vary their usage patterns based on the 
hourly price of electricity?
 As a member of a cooperative, you are used to a rate class 
that limits exposure to the extreme variations in rates which 
can result from time of day or the season during which the 
electricity is used. The price of electricity varies from hour to 
hour based on wholesale market prices. As a participant in the 
Rate Wattcher program, the price you pay for electricity will 
depend on the time of day it is used. This price may be higher 
or lower than the rate you’re currently paying.  
 Participants in this program are still required to pay a 
monthly facility charge, a transmission and distribution charge 
in addition to the hourly price per kWh. (The transmission 
and distribution charges are ordinarily bundled in your 
standard rate.) 
 This study will begin in 2013 and is limited to the first 125 
members who enroll. For more information on this program, 
contact the Cooperative at (800) 232-4797.
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Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in Saline County works as a consultant for the Electric Cooperatives 
of Arkansas to promote energy efficiency to cooperative members statewide. To ask energy efficiency-related 
questions, call Doug at 1-501-653-7931. More energy-efficiency tips, as well as Doug’s columns, can also be 
found at www.ecark.org. Source: Rural Arkansas Magazine

And speaking of change … some things 
never change, like the laws of nature on 
Earth. Heat always moves to cold on our 
planet. So, during winter months, the nice 
warm heat within your house is always 
moving to the colder outdoor climate. 
Before long, spring and summer will return 
and the heat provided from the sun will 
move into your air-conditioned home. 
 Heat is always on the move and 
will try to relocate anytime there is a 
temperature or pressure difference between 
the inside and outside of your home. It 
really is that simple. If we want our homes 
to be more energy efficient, we determine 
where the heat is moving and then take 
steps to slow and retard the movement. 
 I learned many years ago that heat 
would move much faster through an 
opening. If you can see light around your 
front door, that’s a perfect example. Air 
infiltration is unwanted or unmanaged air 
movement between inside and outside a 
building. Air infiltration is a major problem 
in many homes that leads to uncomfortable 
homes and high utility bills.
 I remember the day when I learned 
about the magnitude of air infiltration on 
the average house. It was the same day 
that I first witnessed a blower door test on 
a two-year old house in Cabot. This was 
early in my energy efficiency career and 
I was happy to attend. About eight people 
were in attendance, including two from 
the company that would test the house. 
We were told that the young family that 
had originally purchased the house had 
moved out because of very high utility 
bills and that the baby’s bedroom had been 
extremely cold. 

 After introductions, we made a visual 
inspection of the house and it appeared 
that there were no problems whatsoever. 
The blower door unit was then installed in 
the front door opening. We were told that 
the blower door could often find problems 
that could not be found visually. It was 
then explained to us that the fan in the 

blower door would be used to suck air 
out of the house until the house reached 
a predetermined reading on one of the 
gauges. That reading could then be used to 
calculate the amount of air infiltration in 
the house. 
 As the equipment was ramping up, 
the energy auditor said, “Remember that 
the amount of inside air going out through 
the fan equals the amount of outside air 
coming into the house from some source.” 
As the fan reached the proper negative 
pressure level we all felt a tremendous 
amount of air rushing toward the fan. We 
also heard a very unusual loud clicking 
sound coming from another room, and the 
technician immediately turned off the fan. 
The clicking stopped, and he then walked 
down the hall to see what might be making 
the sound. He said to turn the fan on low   
           -- no clicking. He said “faster” and   
           a slow click started. He said to turn
           the fan to high and there was the   
        loud clicking that we had heard   
    before. He then called us to follow 
him. I shall never forget what we saw 
when we entered the bedroom. The carpet 
at the exterior corner of the bedroom 

was flopping up and down. Apparently 
someone did not order enough concrete to 
finish the slab in the corner. 
 The blower door test revealed why the 
baby’s room had been cold. Unwanted air 
infiltration was leaking in under the bottom 
plate and directly into the bedroom. It took 
seven tubes of caulking to totally fill the 
void under the bottom plate of the wall. 
 Also, while using the blower door, 
we discovered major air infiltration in the 
utility closet. The plenum from the heating 
system was installed through the ceiling 
and connected to the ductwork in the attic. 
The problem was that they did not install 
a ceiling around the plenum. So, the room 
was wide open to the attic. We also found 
air infiltration in many other locations.
 Picture a 3-foot by  3-foot window 
being open at all times. That was the 
calculated amount of leakage in just one 
home! Just imagine how much money 
has been saved, and how much more 
comfortable the house has been because 
the house was tested and improvements 
were made 25 years ago. 
 In our seminars I often say that the 
three biggest causes of energy problems 
in the average house are air infiltration, 
air infiltration and air infiltration. If your 
house is uncomfortable and your utility 
bills are above average, I suggest that you 
visit Adams Electric’s website to complete 
a free home energy audit.* For more 
information on a blower door test, contact 
Adams Electric Cooperative. One thing 
is certain, the diagnostic equipment has 
changed for the better since my first blower 
door test, but the air infiltration problems 
remain about the same. And as always, you 
may call me at 501-653-7931.

*To complete an online energy audit, 
visit www.adamselectric.coop. Click 
on Community Services, then Energy 
Efficiency for All. A directory of area BPI 
certified energy auditors is currently being 
developed. More information on this list 
will be provided when available.

The more things change, they more they remain the same . . . Part 2
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,

the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”
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24 x 30 with 6’ Porch
Gallery Blue & Gray

32 x 36 x 11
Bright White & Red

We also o�er building 
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.

4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL 62305 
Also in Hannibal, Kirksville, Troy & Columbia, MO 
Hamilton & Pittsfield, IL  •  www.petersheatingandair.com

Ask about the 30% Federal Tax Credit on WaterFurnace  
and save even more!

Cutting Edge Energy 
Solutions Start with 
a Call to Peters!

For Tips, News & Savings!

Call Dominic  
in Quincy
(217) 222-1368

Call Kent  
in Hamilton
(217) 847-2777

Call Kent  
in Pittsfield
(217) 285-1600

The remarkable technology of  
WaterFurnace geothermal heating and 
cooling can save you as much as 70%  
on your utility bill! It’s clean, quiet, and 
reliable and burns no fossil fuels.   
Peters is the nations #1 WaterFurnace dealer,!

Call Peters for a Free Evaluation of your current energy system.  
Chances are, we’ll save you money!



Spinach Feta Crescents
Submitted by Laura Dotson

2 tubes (8 ct.) crescent rolls
4 oz. crumbled feta cheese
4 oz. shredded mozzarella cheese
3 oz. fresh baby spinach (about half of 
 a pre-washed bag), chopped
1 egg white, beaten
1/4 tsp. red pepper flakes
Dash salt & pepper

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Begin chop-
ping spinach and put it in a large mixing 
bowl. Add feta, mozzarella, red pepper 
flakes, salt and pepper. Toss thoroughly and 
set bowl aside. Unroll crescent dough and 
divide into triangles. Using a spoon, place 
tiny heaps of spinach mixture on the wide 
part of the triangle. Roll them up. Place on a 
greased cookie sheet. Before putting them in 
the oven lightly brush each roll with the egg 
white. Bake for 15 minutes or until golden 
brown.

Meatballs
Submitted by Alison Armstrong

Meatballs:
2 lbs. hamburger
2 cups oatmeal
1 can evaporated milk
Salt & pepper to taste
Onion to taste

Sauce:
1 1/3 cups ketchup
1 cup brown sugar
3 tsp. mustard

Combine ingredients for meatballs. Use ap-
prox. 1/3 cup mixture to form each meatball. 
Spray 9x13 pan with nonstick cooking spray. 
Place meatballs in pan. Mix ingredients for 
sauce and pour over meatballs. Bake 1 hour 
at 350 degrees, uncovered.

Split Pea w/Ham
Submitted by Sabina Cottrell

1 pkg. smoked shank
1 lb. dried split peas
1 lb. diced onions
1 1/2 cups carrots, diced
1 qt. chicken broth
2 tsp. ground thyme
1 Tbsp. minced garlic
1 tsp. cayenne pepper
2 bay leaves

Put shank in pressure cooker and cover with 
water. Cook for 30 minutes. Place remain-
ing ingredients in a stock pot except carrots. 
Cook until peas are soft. Add carrots. Re-
move shank from pressure cooker. Remove 
meat and return to cooker. Add liquid and 
meat to pea mixture. Add salt to taste.

Upside Down Cake
Submitted by Fred Meyers

1/3 cup butter
1/2 cup brown sugar
Fruit of choice

Batter:
2 eggs
2/3 cup sugar
6 Tbsp. fruit juice
1 tsp. vanilla
1 cup sifted flour
1/3 tsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. salt

Melt butter and brown sugar. Pour into 
9x9 baking dish. Preheat oven to 350 
degrees. Arrange drained fruit in attrac-
tive pattern on the butter and brown 
sugar. (Ex. pineapple, peaches or 
apricots garnished with nuts, coconut, 
cherries, etc.)
Beat eggs until lemon colored. Gradu-
ally beat in sugar. Beat in the juice 
all at once. Add vanilla. Sift the dry 
ingredients together and beat into wet 
mixture all at once. Pour batter over 
the fruit. Bake for 45 minutes at 350 
degrees or until a toothpick in the 
center comes out clean. Immediately 
turn upside down on a serving tray or 
cookie sheet. Let rest a few minutes 
before removing from baking dish. 

Donna’s Oatmeal Raisin
Coconut Nut Cookies

Submitted by Donna Voss
3 cups oats
1 cup flour
1/2 tsp. baking soda
2 cups brown sugar
1 cup coconut
1 tsp. vanilla
1 egg
1 cup walnuts
1 cup canola oil
3 Tbsp. water
1 cup raisins

Mix together oats, flour, baking 
soda, brown sugar, and coconut. 
Add vanilla, egg, walnuts, raisins, 
and oil. Add water and mix well. 
Form tablespoons of mixture into 
balls. Place on cookie sheet. Bake 
at 375 degrees for 10-12 minutes. 
Makes 4 1/2 dozen cookies.

Send your recipes to:
Attn: Laura Dotson
Adams Electric Cooperative
P.O. Box 247
Camp Point, IL  62320
Or, include them with your electric 
bill payment!

Spinach Feta Crescents
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Because Adams Electric is a cooperative, the Adams Outlet often 
refers to “the cooperative difference.” The differences between 
electric co-ops and other electric utilities range from the nomencla-
ture used—co-ops serve “members” or “consumers,” not “custom-
ers”—to the business model itself. 
 For example, electric co-ops operate on a not-for-profit basis. 
Revenues above operating costs, called “margins,” are returned to 
members in the form of capital credits. 
 In the U.S., there are two other kinds of not-for-profit electric 
providers: public utility districts (PUDs) and public power districts 
(PPDs). There are also two other types of electric utilities: city-
owned municipal electric systems and profit-driven investor-owned 
utilities. In every case, utilities receive financial assistance from the 
federal government in 
some fashion. Follow-
ing is a look at each.

Cooperatives, 
PUDs, PPDs
Electric cooperatives 
are joined by public 
power districts—lo-
cated exclusively in 
Nebraska—and public 
utility districts (all in 
the Pacific Northwest) 
as being not-for-profit. 
But while cooperatives choose directors/trustees from the member-
ship (those served by the co-op) and are required by state law to hold 
annual membership meetings, PUDs and PPDs are local government 
units—similar to school districts—and are not required to hold an-
nual meetings or allocate capital credits. In addition, their directors 
(commissioners in the case of PUDs) are elected on the state ballot. 
Candidates only need to reside within the PPD/PUD’s boundaries to 
serve on a board; they do not have to receive power from the utility.
 Federal assistance to electric co-ops comes in the form of low-
interest loans from the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), formerly the 
Rural Electrification Administration.* Based on current interest rates, 
RUS loans actually make money for the federal government—about 
$274 million in fiscal year 2012. Aside from aiding in construction of 
critical infrastructure that keeps electric service reliable and electric 
rates affordable, RUS financing remains important because house-
hold incomes in co-op service territories run about 11 percent lower 
than the national average.

 Co-ops serve an average of 7.4 consumers per mile of line, over 
which they collect annual revenue of about $14,900. Nationally, 
electric co-ops pay $1.4 billion in state and local taxes each year.
Municipal electric systems
 Municipal electric systems are distribution utilities owned by a 
city, borough, or other incorporated community. As public entities, 
they can levy taxes, issue government bonds, and adopt and enforce 
rules and regulations.
 Not-for-profit municipals serve the most consumers per mile of 
line, an average of 48, and collect an average of $113,301 per mile of 
line. The federal government subsidizes municipals, too—when 
cities or boroughs issue tax-exempt bonds, interest paid to bond own-

ers is not taxed. The cost of this benefit in 2003 (the 
last year data is available) was $909 million, or $55 
per consumer.
Investor-owned utilities
     Investor-owned utilities, or IOUs, are governed 
by and generate profits for shareholders (stock own-
ers) who do not necessarily live in the utility’s ser-
vice area. IOUs average 34 customers and $75,498 
in revenue per mile of line. 
      In virtually every case, IOUs charge electric 
rates that include amounts for presumed federal tax 
liabilities. However, available tax breaks (invest-
ment tax credits and accelerated depreciation) allow 
IOUs to retain most of the taxes collected, a total of 

roughly $107 billion to date. At a cost to the government of $4.6 
billion in 2010, this federal subsidy to IOUs works out to about 
$44 per customer.
Back to the cooperative difference
 Adams Electric is here to provide affordable, reliable, envi-
ronmentally responsible electric power. But at the core, it’s really 
about improving the quality of life in the communities we serve. 
That’s the main difference—the cooperative difference.
 For more information on how Adams Electric makes a differ-
ence in western Illinois, visit www.adamselectric.coop.
*Adams Electric paid off its government loans several years ago and now uses 
private sources for funding. 
Source: National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
Magen Howard writes on consumer and cooperative affairs for the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, the Arlington, Va.-based service organization for the nation’s 900-plus 
consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric cooperatives.

Dividing Lines By Magen Howard

■  What makes electric cooperatives different from other types of utilities lies in their core mission
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Sunday Dance
March 24 (4-8:30pm), American 
Legion, 116 N. 8th, Quincy. Cost: $5. 
Food available. 

Brown Co. EMT 
Soup Supper
Mar. 27 (4:30-7pm), Fire & 
Ambulance Station, Mt. Sterling. 
(217) 773-2113

Versailles Easter Egg Hunt
Mar. 30 (1pm), Versailles Park. Free 
Easter egg hunt for children up to 
8th grade. Volunteers welcome. 
charlyscott@gmail.com

Easter Egg Hunt
Mar. 30 (2pm), 700 SE Cross St., Mt. 
Sterling. Free Easter egg hunt for 
children 0-9 years old. Sponsored by 
Mental Health Centers of Western IL. 
(217) 773-3325

Mendon Lions Club 
Hunters’ Classic Dinner
Mar. 30 (Doors open at 5pm), Adams 
Co. Fairgrounds. Roast beef & 
porkloin. Benefits Great River Honor 
Flight & first responders. $30/singles, 
$15/spouse & kids 12 & under. Call 
Kevin (217) 455-3224 or Danny (217) 
936-2822 for tickets.

25th Anniversary 
PTO Lip Sync
Mar. 9 (7pm), Central High School 
Auditorium. (217) 430-7493

Oodles of Noodles
Mar. 10 (11am-2pm), St. Brigid 
Church, Liberty. Roast beef, real 
mashed potatoes, vegetable, 
oodles of homemade noodles, 
applesauce, homemade desserts, 
and drink. Buffet style. Handicapped 
accessible. Seated waiting. 
Adults/$9, 7-12/$5, 
6 and under are free. 

27th Annual 
St. Patrick’s Parade
Mar. 16 (11am), 12th to 5th on 
Maine St., Quincy. No cost to enter 
the parade. (217) 223-5292

Sunset Home 
Spaghetti Supper
Mar. 21 (3:30-6:30pm), 418 
Washington, Quincy. 50/50 drawing, 
silent basket auction. Spaghetti, 
green beans, bread sticks & dessert. 
Tickets are $4.50 in advance, $5 
at the door, children 10 and under 
$2.50. (217) 223-2636

St. Peter’s Fish Fry
Mar. 22 (4:30-7pm), Paloma 
Community Building. Free-will 
donation. Sponsored by St. Peter 
Lutheran Church of Coatsburg.

K of C Fish Fry
Mar. 22 (4:30-7pm), KC Hall, Mt. 
Sterling. Fish, potato salad, baked 
beans & applesauce. Carry out or 
dine in. Volunteers welcome. (217) 
773-2674

Versailles 
Chicken Noodle Dinner
Mar. 23 (4-7pm), Versailles 
Community Building. (217) 225-
1601

St. Brigid’s Fish Fry
Mar. 1 (5-7:30pm), St. Brigid Church, 
Liberty. All you can eat buffet.  
Alaskan walleye, homemade potato 
chips, potato salad, baked beans, 
applesauce, desserts & beverages. 
Carryouts available. Wheelchair 
accessible. Free will offering. 

The Glass Slipper Event
Mar. 1 & 2 (Fri. 4-8pm, Sat. 9am-
3pm), Union United Methodist 
Church. Prom dress and formal wear 
consignment sale. Proceeds benefit 
church missions and operations. 
(217) 223-6062

Versailles Lions 
Pancake Breakfast
Mar. 2 (6am-12pm), Old Versailles 
School Gym. $7/12 & up, $5/3-12, 
under 3 are free. (217) 779-1778

Coatsburg Lions Club
Whole Hog Day
Mar. 9 (6am-12pm), Paloma Shelter 
House. Pancakes, whole hog 
sausage, biscuits & gravy, scrambled 
eggs, coffee & milk. Adults $7.50 in 
advance, $8 at the door. Children 
6-12 $4.50. Children under 6 are free. 
(217) 257-2035

Practical Crisis 
Intervention
Mar. 9 (9am-4pm), Mt. Sterling Fire & 
Emergency Services Building, west 
side of Mt. Sterling on Rt. 24. For first 
responders, ministers, counselors, 
nurses & crisis team members. 
Sponsored by Hope Through Faith 
Ministries & Tracy Family Foundation. 
Space is limited, call for reservations 
(217) 740-9234.

Trivia Night
Mar. 9 (meal 5-7pm, trivia 7pm), 
St. Mary School Gym & Cafeteria. 
Raffle, silent auction, refreshments. 
Teams of no more than 8 players, 
high school or older. Shamrock dinner 
open to the public. Serving brisket, 
potato bar, cabbage, dessert & 
drinks. (217) 773-2825

Calendar of Events
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I CHANGED MY AIR FILTER.
AND MY WARDROBE.

Saving money on my electric bill seemed like a good 

enough reason to update my closet. Find out what

you can do at TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM
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WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC.  DBA Whitetail Properties 
Dan Perez, Broker - Licensed in IL, MO, IA, KS, KY, NE & OK

121 S Madison St. | Pittsfield, IL 62363 | 217.285.9000

KIRK GILBERT

ADAMS COUNTY, ILLINOIS - 298 acres more/less.  72 acres tillable, balance in timber, 
brush, creeks, and multiple ponds.  Ridge top tillable fields provide an unbelievable 
amount of edge and offer pinch points and saddles ideal for ambush destination food 
source stand locations.  Current hunting lease of $11,920/year.  Property is located 5 
minutes north of Clayton, IL and can be accessed from both the North and South sides.  
South access road dead ends at the SW corner of the property.  Property boasts a 
beautiful stand of timber; hardwood timber dominated by oak trees.    

ADAMS COUNTY, ILLINOIS - 40 acres more/less with Home and Outbuildings.  Two 
ponds, creek, pasture, big timber, walking trails and big draws.  Approximately 26 miles 
from Quincy, Illinois.  100 miles to Springfield, Illinois.  140 miles to St. Louis, Missouri 
and only 20 miles from Quincy Regional Airport.  Located only 2 miles from Siloam 
Springs State Park.  ABS City Water and Septic.  Gross living area is approximately 3,000 
sq. ft.  Taxes $3,707.06.  Available for purchase for the first time in over 20 years!

217-577-3699

BROKER/LAND SPECIALIST


