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Find your 
account #
One account # is hidden 
inside this issue. If it’s yours, 
call us and you’ll receive a

 $10 bill credit.
* Credit must be claimed 
   by October 31, 2015.

Turning off
your A/C

for the Season
Do not turn off the breaker

Learn more on page 2

76th Annual Meeting
Held at Bailey Park 
Pages 8 & 9



On behalf of the members of St. 
Brigid Church, I’d like to thank you 
for awarding our church a Penny 
Power grant. The grant of $375 
goes toward our parking lot lighting 
project. The new lighting now 
brightens the area and makes for a 
safer way for all who walk around 
the church and hall. 
 Again, our thanks to Adams Electric Cooperative for 
this grant money and for your concern about caring for our 
community. 
Sincerely, 
Fr. Jeff Stone, Pastor
St. Brigid Church

Thank you so much for your generous donation of $275 to the 
Schuyler County Food Basket. The volunteers of the Schuyler 
County Food Basket, along with the help of many charitable 
people like you serve approximately 180 less fortunate 
families every month thoughout Schuyler County area. 
Donations such as yours will allow this service to continue.
Thank you again for your generosity.
Sincerely,
Ronald Herr, President of Schuyler County Food Basket

Thank you so much for awarding us the $150 Penny Power 
grant for our 9th annual “Meating the Need” community 
service project. With your help, we were able to donate a total 
of 1,035 pounds of ground beef to the Community for Christ 
Assistance Center. 
Thanks again,
Central Adams Firecrackers 4-H Club

See Wind Storm thank yous on page 10.
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If you choose to disconnect your 

air conditioner in the winter, 

please use the switch outside that 

is mounted on the condensing unit. 

Do not turn off your air condition-

er at the breaker. Doing so sends a 

signal that there is a problem with 

your AMR meter. If you have ques-

tions, call the engineering department at (217) 593-7701.

If you disconnect. . .

Pay your bill 24/7online or by phone!
Visit adamselectric.coop

or call (800) 232-4797

Pay Online!

Download our

Power Pal app

to report and track

outages with your 

smart phone!

Outages

Dangers Above

Due to the July storm, many members arefinding large hanging branches ready to fall with the next wind gust, often referred to as “widow makers”. If you find any tree hangers with the potential to take out a line, please contact the Cooperative for assistance.

Call (800) 232-4797
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by Jim 
Thompson PE
General Manager

The Cooperative 
celebrated its 76th 
Annual Meeting 
with its members 
on Wednesday, 
September 9, 2015.  

We were blessed with fantastic weather 
for the event. The rain that developed 
Tuesday afternoon slowed down 
setup, but we were able to finish the 
work Wednesday morning to enjoy an 
incredible annual meeting.

A big thank you to the employees 
for the hard work preparing and 
ensuring that everything ran smoothly 
throughout the evening. A special 
thanks to Bill Stalder for coordinating 
the event. A big thank you to the 
volunteers from Community for Christ 
Assistance Center who helped serve the 
meal, the youth group from St. Thomas 
Church who carried the food trays, 
and the Sportsmen who helped with 
the parking. The event would not be 
as successful without their assistance. 
Comments and suggestions have been 
collected from members and employees 
in preparation of next year’s Annual 
Meeting.

Three directors were elected – three 
incumbents Jim Benz, Roger Busen 
and Rebecca Barlow. The three 
completed the required petition of 25 
signatures from members to be eligible 
for re-election. The elections were 
uncontested.

We had great participation with 525 
registered members and served over 
1,300 plates of food. Kathy Brink and 
Mike Coultas entertained the guests.    

It was great to see all the members and 
share with them at this special event.  
We try to make it a family atmosphere 
so everyone can have a great time. The 
vendor displays, entertainment, the 
meal, all the activities, and most of all, 

the gathering of members and friends 
makes for one special night. I really 
enjoy visiting with the members. The 
annual meeting provides an opportunity 
for in-person one-on-one conversation.
It was great to see the number of children 
at the annual meeting. The shaved ice, 
face painting and bounce houses along 
with the other attractions make for a 
favorable experience for the kids.  

The Co-op’s 76th Annual Meeting

Board of Directors:
President
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Vice President
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Secretary
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
Director
Kris Farwell .................... Plymouth
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy 
Director
Laura Meyer ........................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson

www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”

The Annual Meeting is 
a time to bring people 
together to share ideas, 
vote on directors and other 
programs and to listen to 
what is happening with 
your Electric Cooperative.

The Annual Meeting is a time to bring 
people together to share ideas, vote on 
directors and other programs and to 
listen to what is happening with your 
Electric Cooperative.

We consider the annual meeting a very 
important event in which the members 
have the opportunity to vote on the 
people who represent them on the Board 
of Directors. The elected directors 
are members just like you with local 
interests in mind.  

For more details on the annual meeting, 
please see the feature article on pages 
8 and 9. If you have never been to the 
Cooperative’s Annual Meeting, please 
mark it on your calendar for next year. It 
is always the first Wednesday following 
Labor Day weekend which will be 
September 7, 2016. If anyone has any 
suggestions on how we can improve the 
annual meeting, please send me an email 
at jthompson@adamselectric.coop or call 
me at 1-800-232-4797.
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Seventeen applications 
for Penny Power grants 
were approved by the grant 
review committee on July 
23. A total of $8,524.88 
was granted to the follow-
ing groups/organizations:

•  Quincy Christian   
 School - $450 for a 
 commercial vacuum   
 cleaner
• Big Brothers Big   
 Sisters of West 
 Central Illinois - 
 $500 toward matching  
 volunteers with kids
• Seymour High School (2) - $300  
 for an LCD projector for the library  
 and $150 for teachers’ lounge 
 improvements
• Central Middle School - $500 toward  
 purchase of Redcat All-in-One 
 Audio system
• Cornerstone Foundations for 
 Families - $1,000 for school-based  
 mental health counseling services 
 to local schools
• Madonna House - $500 for Everyday  
 Life Skills program
• St. Peter School - $299.88 for 

 Confer app for K-5 teachers
• Clayton Public Library District - $900  
 to expand children’s area at library
• Seymour Elementary School (2) - 
 $250 for walkie-talkies and $300 
 for physical education equipment
• Two Rivers Council Foundation - 
 $875 for school supply project
• Central Adams County Fire 
 Protection District Auxiliary - $875  
 toward a thermal imaging camera
• Quincy Family YMCA - $375 for 
 a climbing wall obstacle course

Penny Power Grants Awarded

Membership
Matters
By Meghaan Evans

October is National Cooperative Month, 
and for the many different types of co-ops 
in the U.S., it’s the time of year to celebrate 
what membership truly means. You could 
be a member of a lot of different places – a 
gym, a 4-H club, a food of the month club 
– the list goes on and on! But what makes 
being a member of a co-op different? 
 The simple answer to that question is 
that when you are a member of a co-op, 
you are also an owner. You own a stake in 
our business, and just like any stakeholder, 
there are many benefits to your member-
ship. As a member of Adams Electric Co-
operative, you have a say in the representa-
tives who are elected to serve on the co-op’s 
board of directors. You have an opportunity 
to make your voice heard every year at our 
Annual Meeting. You get a say on policy 
issues your electric cooperative supports or 
opposes. You can even help to determine 
how your profits are redistributed.
 Our bottom line is providing you with 
safe, reliable and affordable electricity. 
Sure, we have to think about expenses, 
overhead and other aspects of daily busi-
ness, but when we have a little left over, 
we send it right back to you in the form of 
a bill credit or a check! Returning capital 
credits to you is a major part of why being a 
co-op member matters. 

 As your local electric co-op, we get to 
be a part of this community. When we think 
about membership, we think about all of the 
ways we can give back to you, our mem-
bers – and that’s what matters most to us.

Meghaan Evans writes on consumer and cooperative 
affairs for the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of 
the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-profit 
electric cooperatives.

The Advisory Committee met on August 6 at Adams Electric Cooperative in Camp 
Point. During the “open forum” with the board, Alan Acheson, board president, along 
with five other directors in attendance fielded questions from committee members. 
Questions addressed director training, wind and solar energy, the strategic plan, 
government regulations on coal-fired power plants and other topics. 

Directors Answer Questions 
From Advisory Committee Members

• St. Paul United Church of Christ -  
 $500 for painting project
• United Way of Adams County - 
 $600 for meal packing event
• Quincy Public Schools - $150 for  
 manipulative materials for Early 
 Childhood Family Center
The next deadline to apply for a Penny 
Power grant is October 5, 2015. 

Returning capital credits to you 
is a major part of why being 

a co-op member matters. 
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Get creative! 
Show us what your dream house would look like. We’ll 
showcase four winners in the 2016 New Home Issue. 
Rules: Contest is open to ages 5-14. Entries can be 
drawn any size but must be in color. On a separate sheet 
of paper, please tell us about your dream house. Parents, 
feel free to help the little ones write their descriptions 
(in their words). Please include child’s name, parent/
guardian’s name (Adams Electric member), address, 
and a contact phone number. 
Winners will receive a goodie bag of surprises. 

Look Up 
For Hazards 
During Harvest
After working in a field on a neighbor’s 
farm, Jim Flach parked his equipment and 
stepped out of the vehicle. Sadly, Jim did 
not realize his equipment was touching an 
overhead power line, and he became a path 
for the electrical current as he placed his 
foot onto the ground. Jim received a severe 
electric shock that ultimately resulted in his 
death a few months later. Safe Electricity 
urges farmers to take the proper precau-
tions when working around power lines.  
 “The rush to harvest can lead to farm-
ers working long days with little sleep,” 
cautions Kyla Kruse, communications di-
rector of the Energy Education Council and 
its Safe Electricity program. “It is impor-
tant to take time for safety. Before starting 
work, make sure to note the location of 
overhead power lines.”
 To stay safe around overhead power 
lines, Safe Electricity urges farm operators 
and workers to:

• Use a spotter when operating large  
 machinery near power lines. 
• Use care when raising augers or the  
 bed of grain trucks around 
 power lines.  
• Keep equipment at least 10 feet from  
 power lines — at all times, in 
 all directions.
• Inspect the height of farm equipment  
 to determine clearance.
• Always remember to lower extensions  
 when moving loads.
• Never attempt to move a power line  
 out of the way or raise it 
 for clearance.
• If a power line is 
 sagging or low, call   
 Adams Electric 
 Cooperative.  

 If contact is made with 
a power line, stay on the 
equipment. Make sure to 
warn others to stay away, 
and call 911. Do not leave 
until the utility crew says 
it is safe to do so. The only 
reason to exit is if the equip-
ment is on fire. If this is the 
case, jump off the equip-
ment with your feet together, 
without touching the ground 
and vehicle at the same time. 
Then, still keeping your feet 
together, hop to safety as 
you leave the area.

 Some additional safety tips from Safe 
Electricity include:

• Do not use metal poles when breaking  
 up bridged grain inside and around  
 grain bins.
• Always hire qualified electricians for  
 any electrical issues.  
• Do not use equipment with 
 frayed cables. 
 
 “You need to double check, even triple 
check, to see what is above you,” says 
Marilyn Flach, Jim’s widow. His son Brett 

Deadline:
November 6

Entries must be received 
no later than Friday, 
November 6, 2015. 

Entries can be mailed to: 
Attn: Laura
Adams Electric 
Cooperative
P.O. Box 247
Camp Point, IL  62320

adds, “Be conscious of your surround-
ings. You need to keep your eyes open and 
beware of overhead lines.” 
 For more electrical safety information, 
visit SafeElectricity.org.

Safe Electricity is the safety outreach 
program of the Energy Education Council, 
a non-profit organization with more than 
400 electric cooperative members and many 
others who share the mission of educating 
the public about electrical safety and 
energy efficiency.



October 2015  •  Adams Outlet  •  7

48 x 56 x 14  
Gray & Charcoal

40 x 48 x 15
Stone & Burnished Slate

We also o�er building 
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.
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 The 76th Annual Meeting of Adams 
Electric Cooperative was held on September 
9 in Camp Point. 
  A total of 525 members and their fami-
lies joined us for the event in Bailey Park. 
Approximately 1,300 meals were served. 
During the meal, members were entertained 
by Kathy Brink and Mike Coultas.
 Members had the opportunity to learn 
more about meter data management (online 
tools to view account billing information 
and usage), Power Pal (outage app), and 
GIS/system mapping (geographic informa-
tion systems) at the Adams Electric booth. 
Members who signed up for meter data 
management and/or Power Pal were entered 
in a drawing for a mini iPad. The winner 
was Karen Nieders.
 Vendor booths included: Adams County 
Sheriff’s D.A.R.E. car, Air Evac, Brown 
County Farm Bureau, Gem City Ford, John 
Wood Community College, O’Donnell’s 
Termite and Pest Control, Reflexology, 
Scentsy, Timber Point Healthcare, United 
Way, and many more. 
 Many of our vendors provided door 
prizes for members which were awarded 
during the meeting. Our grand prize win-
ners, who will enjoy a $250 
electric bill credit 

were Rodney Hyer of Camp Point and Kay 
Schaffnit of Plainville. 
 Children took part in two new bounce 
houses (“Frozen” and “Justice League”) 
along with face painting. Free shaved ice 
was available again this year. In addition, the 
Lions Club sold popcorn, soda and manned 
a ring toss for children. 
 Technology, reliable power, and the 

ogy has allowed Adams Electric to improve 
cyber security, provide redundancy and bet-
ter software management, increase network 
speed and prepare for future integration. 
 Acheson pointed out that automatic 
switches at the airport and on the east side of 
Quincy helped improve reliability. He stated, 
“During the July wind storms, the switches 
automatically transferred power to the 
airport from the Burton substation to the Big 
Neck substation resulting in the airport only 
being without power for a few seconds.”
 “We’ve come a long way and the road 
ahead is filled with possibilities,” said 
Acheson. “Your cooperative’s strategic plan 
has already helped us make advances in 
technology and is helping us prepare for the 
future to be the utility you expect. Members 
are driving this change and we will continue 
to use technology to provide better member 
service and make doing business with us 
easier for you.”
 Jim Thompson, Adams Electric General 
Manager, addressed the crowd and discussed 
the cooperative’s restoration during the July 
wind storm. A significant amount of prepara-
tion occurs before a storm even hits. Right-
of-way maintenance including tree trimming 
and spraying on a regular basis can make a 
big difference when storms hit. Pole inspec-
tions, recloser maintenance system design, 
preparation, training, early warning and 
tracking all play a role.
 Once a storm hits, employees are mo-
bilized and a damage assessment is taken. 
The emergency work plan can be activated 
to call in extra help. We activated the plan 
during this storm and brought in crews from 
McDonough Power, Spoon River and Prairie 
Power, Inc. These crews were here within 
three hours of the initial hit of the storm. 

Communication and technology keep 
members and employees informed 

and on track.
 After the storm, crews 

must fix tree hanger issues, 
replace temporary poles, 
and repair areas on hold. 
Finally, all employees 
meet for an “After The 
Storm” discussion to as-

recent wind storm were some of the topics 
discussed during the meeting. 
 Adams Electric Board President Alan 
Acheson updated members on technology as 
part of the board’s strategic plan to prepare 
for the future. The plan covers the meter 
data management system, increased reli-
ability, and an expansion of communication 

channels. New technol-

“Your cooperative’s strategic plan 
has already helped us make advanc-
es in technology and is helping us 
prepare for the future to be the utility 
you expect.”

~ Alan Acheson, Board President

76th Annual Meeting
Held at Bailey Park
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sess what worked well and what didn’t and 
make suggestions for future storms. 
 Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) President/CEO 
Duane Noland addressed members and 
thanked them for their help in mak-
ing the cooperative voice heard 
in Washington, D.C. regarding 
the EPA’s Clean Power Plan. 
He stressed that co-ops want 
clean, reliable and afford-
able energy that utilizes 
all-of-the-above energy 
sources including coal, 
nuclear, natural gas, solar 
and wind.
 Treasurer Bob Willis 
reported that total rev-
enue for the year exceeded 
$22 million and energy use 
increased to an all-time record 
of 169 million kWh – an increase 
of 2.3 percent over 2013. The En-
ergyWyse Loan Program loaned over 
$152,000 to members for qualifying energy 
efficient installations and upgrades of heat-
ing and cooling systems. Willis encouraged 
members to call the cooperative if they are 
thinking about system upgrades. 
 Willis also explained that the total of 
all capital credit margins was $1,206,790. 
Members who had service in 2014 received 
statements indicating their share of the 
total margin – a benefit of being a member/
owner of a cooperative. He also discussed 
the retirement of $750,000 to the members 
last year for those who had service in 1984 
and 2014.
 Laura Dotson, Adams Electric Man-
ager of Communications, introduced Kira 
Eidson of Payson, one of Adams Electric’s 
Youth to Washington representatives. Kira 
shared highlights of her June trip to Wash-
ington, D.C., sponsored by Adams Electric 
Cooperative. 
 Manager of Marketing and Member 
Services Bill Stalder acknowledged those 
advisory committee members in atten-
dance. The advisory committee is made 

up of 18 members and meets four 
times per year. Committee members 
provide feedback on new programs, 
discuss current projects and become 
better educated in order to become 
informed ambassadors of the coop-
erative.
 Stalder also reported on the 
Penny Power Grant program. At its 
most recent grant review meeting, 
17 grants were awarded totaling 
$8,524.86. They included an award 
for a $900 grant to the Clayton 
Public Library, which was presented 
at the meeting. To date, the program 
has awarded $343,761.74.
 During the meeting, mem-
bers re-elected three directors to 
its board. They are Jim Benz of 
Quincy, Roger Busen of Timewell 
and Rebecca Barlow of Clayton.

 If you missed this year’s Annual Meeting, mark 
your calendar now. It’s always the first Wednesday 
after Labor Day! If you attended the Annual Meet-
ing this year, thank you! (905879-001)

Kids lined up to take turns sitting
inside the Air Evac helicopter.
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I just want to thank you for getting my 
power on so soon. I really understand how 
much work you do and the hours you work.     
   Thanks again,
   Barbara Gooding

I just want to thank a busy bunch of yellow 
hard hats last Monday eve. A couple big 
limbs broke off, one was on the lines to 
sheds, another broke two wires so no power 
for a while. . .I certainly thank them for 
being here so soon when I know so many 
others needed help.   
   Sincerely, 
   Alvena Campbell

Thanks for the fast service with this past 
storm! We appreciate it!  
   Joseph & Jane Cleaves

Storm Thank Yous (Continued from our August Adams Outlet)
To all who worked getting electric back on,
Thank you so much. God bless you for all 
you do for us all. Thanks!   
   Sincerely,
   Eldonna Steffen

Thanks to all your employees and staff for 
the actions you completed during the storm 
that hit the area. We did have power go off 
and on, but that was to be expected due to 
the damage that was caused. We felt you 
ALL did an exceptional job in restoring 
power to us as soon as you possibly and 
safely could.  
 Again, THANK YOU VERY MUCH.    
   Julie Reckers
   On behalf of the 
   Reckers family 

Good morning Jim,
 My name is Jim Whitfield and I am a 
co-op member.
  I just wanted to take a minute of your 
time and tell you and the rest of the co-op 
staff thank you for what you folks do during 
a storm and afterwards.
  This comes in the wake of the latest 
storm to hit the area as well as the last 
major wind storm that hit the Quincy area 
several years ago.
  My family and I live near Cannonball 
Road. Our service is buried underground, 
but I know that supply lines that come 
from the substation to the area I live in are 
above ground. I realize that you can’t stop a 
storm and what it does to power lines, poles 
and substations. But I feel your forward 
planning has helped in trying to maintain 
the system from 
potential outages.
  In this latest 
storm, my house 
was one of the 
fortunate ones that 
never lost service.
  And the when 
the major storm 
hit several years 
ago we had service 
restored within 12 
hours.
  In my opinion, 
that is a testimony 
of how you and 
your staff go about 
planning and 
preparing for a 
major incident.
  Because we 
never lost electric 
service during the 
storm earlier this week, my wife and I 
offered our home to several of our friends 
and family and it became an “oasis” for 
those who were without power.
  I tell people all the time that I am glad 
to be a member of the coop.
  Granted, you don’t have the number 
of customers like other utility companies, 
but I know that providing safe and reliable 
service and getting service restored is 
always at the top of your priority list.
  Many people are quick to complain, 
but I feel you and the staff need to hear 
when your’re doing a good job as well.
  Take care and let’s all knock on wood 
that we don’t have another “wind event” in 
the near future.
    Sincerely,
    Jim Whitfield

Adams Electric,  
 Thank you for all your hard work and 
dedication to your co-op members. It is 
good to know that when the storms rage and 
the power goes out, the linemen will be out 
there repairing lines to get our power back 
on as soon as possible.  
 You are very appreciated!  
   Terry & Helen Wittler

Thank you so much for the speedy 
restoration of our power after the big storm.   
   The Harold Turner family

I want to thank everybody who worked 
during our power outage. I know you all 
worked so hard. Thanks again.
   Tom Maas

Your team is amazing and we appreciated 
all they did during the storms. So much 
devastation and they held it together and 
made sure all was well. Please pass along to 
them how much they are appreciated!
   Penny Roberts

I feel so blessed to have Adams Electric 
as my provider. We’ve lived in our house 
for almost 6 years and this outage was the 
longest we have had and it was only for 
about 6 hours. You guys do a great job ! 
Thank you for all you do!  
   Erin Lewellen

Great job to you! Our power came back 
around 6am today. It could have been a 
lot longer. Very happy with your service. 
Thanks and stay safe out there. 
   Don Loos

Dear employees, 
 Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! We 
wish to tell you how much we appreciate 
the extra mile you went to get us service. 
Austin Aschemann and Brad Smith came 
and found the problem. . .what a great 
team effort. Again, thanks! Each one of you 
deserve a medal for your hard work and 
your concern for all customers, your fellow 
citizens. We can’t tell you thanks enough! 
May God bless each one of you!  
       K. & N. Surratt
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And the winner is... 
Kayla Hanning

Members submitted copies of their favorite recipes at the 
Annual Meeting. One winner was drawn from all entries 
received. Congratulations to our winner who received a basket 
of kitchen items! Enjoy her recipe in this issue.

Mashed Potato Meatloaf
Submitted by James Mealiff

3 eggs, divided
1 2/3 cup milk, divided
3 slices bread, crumbled
2 Tbsp. onion powder, divided
6 oz. shredded cheddar cheese
2 tsp. salt, divided
2 tsp. pepper, divided
2 lbs. ground beef
1 sleeve Ritz crackers
6-8 potatoes, peeled and cubed
4 slices bacon, cooked and crumbled
1/2 cup melted butter or 6 oz. sour cream
6 oz. parmesan cheese, shredded
1 cup brown sugar
1 cup ketchup
1 Tbsp. mustard

Boil potatoes; drain and set aside. Crumble 
Ritz crackers into bottom of 10x15 pan. 
Combine 2 eggs, 2/3 cup milk, bread, 1 
Tbsp. onion powder, cheddar cheese,  1 tsp. 
salt, 1 tsp. pepper, and ground beef. Place 
over crackers. Combine brown sugar, ketch-
up and mustard. Spoon over meat mixture. 
Combine potatoes, bacon, butter (or sour 
cream), 1 egg, 1 tsp. salt, 1 tsp. pepper, 1 
cup milk, parmesan cheese and 1 Tbsp. on-
ion powder. Mix well. Spoon potato mixture 
over sauce. Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour. 
cover with foil for last 15 minutes. Let stand 
10-15 minutes before serving.  

Zucchini Casserole
Submitted by Marilyn Eidson

1 pkg. Stove Top stuffing
1 stick oleo
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
1 onion, chopped
1 cup grated carrot
4 cups grated zucchini
3 eggs
1 cup mushroom soup
1/3 cup of milk
1/2 cup mayonnaise

Saute onions, carrots and zucchini in oleo. 
Add to stuffing mix. Beat eggs. Add soup, 
milk and mayo. Combine with stuffing in 
9x13 baking dish. Bake at 350 degrees for 
45 minutes. This can be frozen and baked as 
needed. 

Frosted Pumpkin Bars
Submitted by Kayla Hanning

2 cups flour
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. salt
2 cups sugar
4 eggs, beaten
1 can pumpkin
1 cup oil
1 cup chopped nuts

Icing:
1 pkg. cream cheese
1 tsp. vanilla
1 box powdered sugar
1 stick softened oleo
1 tsp. milk

Mix all thoroughly and pour in a 
greased cookie sheet. Bake in 325 
degree oven for 25 minutes. Mix   
    ingredients for icing. Spread 
      on cooled pumpkin bars.

Freezer Caramel Drizzle Pie

Freezer Caramel 
Drizzle Pie

Submitted by Laura Dotson
2 (9 inch) prepared graham 
 cracker pie crusts
6 Tbsp. butter
1 (7 oz.) pkg. shredded coconut
1 cup chopped pecans
1 (14 oz.) can sweetened 
 condensed milk
1 (8 oz.) package cream cheese, 
 softened
1 (16 oz.) container frozen 
 whipped topping, thawed
1 (12 oz.) jar caramel ice cream top-
ping

Melt butter in medium skillet over 
medium heat. Add coconut and 
pecans, stirring to coat. Saute un-
til lightly toasted. Set aside. Whip 
together condensed milk and cream 
cheese until fluffy. Fold in whipped 
topping. Spoon 1/4 of cream cheese 
mixture into each graham cracker 
crust. Drizzle each with 1/4 of 
caramel topping. Repeat layers with 
remaining cream cheese mixture and 
caramel. Top each pie with coconut 
and pecan mixture. Freeze overnight.
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When working toward greater energy ef-
ficiency, a good place to start is to find out 
how much energy you are currently using. 
For instance, your monthly electric bill 
reveals how much electricity your home 
has consumed over a month’s time. The 
Energy Education Council has some tips 
to help you track down which appliances 
are responsible for the largest portions of 
that bill.
 Most small appliances require a rela-
tively small amount of electricity to func-
tion. Large appliances that use 220 volts 
commonly make up the largest proportions 
of your household’s total energy use. Four 
of the appliances that use the most elec-
tricity and are commonly found in house-
holds are: electric clothes dryer, central air 
conditioner, electric furnace with fan, and 
electric water heater.
 There are several methods you can 
use to determine how much electricity an 
appliance uses. Most new products have 
an Energy Guide label, but this label is not 
required on all appliances. Plus, this only 
helps if you are looking for a new appli-
ance. Finding this information for some 
older and less common appliances can 
take a little more effort.
 If you want to determine the electric-
ity consumption of an appliance that is 
already in your house, you can purchase 
an electricity usage monitor from most 
hardware stores for $25 to $50, or bet-
ter yet, Adams Electric has Kill-A-Watt 

Tracking an 
Appliance’s 
Energy 
Consumption

Usage Monitors you can check out for a 
one month time period. Keep in mind that 
these devices can only be used with 120-
volt devices.
 “Using an electricity usage monitor is 
a great way to see exactly how much en-
ergy it takes to power an appliance,” says 
Energy Education Council Executive Di-
rector Molly Hall. “You can find out which 
appliances are wasting the most electricity 
and focus on those to reduce your electric-
ity costs.”  

 When shopping for new appliances, 
remember to look for the Energy Guide 
label and compare the annual energy usage 
of each model. For an even easier way to 
be energy efficient, look for appliances 
with an Energy Star rating. Most Energy 
Star-qualified products exceed federal 
minimum standards. 
 If you are not yet ready to invest in 
a new appliance, there are other ways to 
reduce your electricity use, including:

• Turning the thermostat down a few
 degrees in cold weather months and   
 up in warm weather months when you   
 are away from home or sleeping.
• Washing clothing with cold water 
 (hot water can cost three times as   
 much per load).
• Unplugging devices that are not in 
 use, or using a smart strip, to limit 
 phantom loads.
 
 For more tips on energy efficiency as 
well as electrical safety, visit the Energy 
Education Council’s website at EnergyEd-
Council.org. 

Members can borrow 
a Kill-A-Watt Usage 
Monitor from Adams 
Electric at no charge.

 Start by reading the monitor’s manual 
and following all directions. Monitors plug 
into an outlet, and you then plug the de-
vice you want to measure into the monitor. 
Over the course of an hour, a day, or lon-
ger, the monitor will measure and display 
how many watts the appliance uses. 
 A monitor will also record a device’s 
phantom load — the energy drawn when 
the appliance is turned off. If you want to 
calculate the cost of running a device, sim-
ply multiply the kWh of electricity used, 
by the cost of a kWh in your local area. 
 Another option for electricity monitor-
ing is a whole-house energy monitoring 
system. This system’s cost, installation, 
and complexity can vary widely. Some 
models may require a professional elec-
trician to install them. Some monitoring 
systems are even able to send information 
over wireless internet to your smartphone 
or computer. 

Download our new app to help
fight debit card fraud 24/7!

www.fblbank.com



14  •  Adams Outlet  •  October 2015

Quincy Preserves Behind 
Closed Doors Fall Home Tour
Oct. 17 (10am-4pm), 415 Jersey, 
2107 Jersey, 228 S. 18th, 1419 
Locust & 1839 N. 8th. Tickets $15 
at door or $12 in advance from 
website: quincypreserves.org. Call
(217) 228-7936 for more info.

Mt. Sterling YMCA Heart 
& Sole 5K Run/Walk
Oct. 17 (6:15pm), Start at East 
Lake Estates. Run or walk 3.1 mile 
course. Awards & refreshments. 
(217) 773-2230

Heart & Soul 5k Halloween 
Hustle Night Run
Oct. 17 (dusk), Mt. Sterling YMCA. 
Come in costume. Runners will 
receive glow gear. The “hustle” will 
feature medals for the top two male 
& female finishers for all age groups. 
Prizes for best costumes. Proceeds 
benefit Mt. Sterling Community 
Center YMCA Endowment Fund.

Kris’ Kure Benefit
Oct. 18, Golden. Trapshoot at Jay & 
Nancy’s Tavern at 1pm. Hog roast, 
silent & live auctions, raffles, and 
music at Golden Windmill 4-11pm. 
Klutzy the Clown in early evening. 
Benefit for Kristopher Mast. (217) 
696-2482

Cadan’s Carnival
Oct. 18 (1-5pm), K of C, 700 S. 
36th, Quincy. Costume contest, 
carnival games, hay rides, horse 
rides, and silent auction. 

First Lutheran Church 
Soup Supper
Oct. 21 (4-7pm), First Lutheran 
Church, Mt. Sterling. Soup, 
sandwiches, desserts (& diabetic) 
& drinks. (217) 773-3564

Treasure Island
Oct. 22-25, Quincy Community 
Theatre. Student theatre play. For  
       tickets, call (217) 222-3209

Mill Creek Farm 
Pumpkin Patch
Weekends in October (12-5pm), Mill 
Creek Farm, 2833 S. 48th, Quincy. 
Pumpkin patch, corn maze, and 
hay rides.

Paint Your Own Pottery
Oct. 10 (10am-12pm), Quincy Art 
Center. Choose from various forms.
No reservations required. First come, 
first served. (217) 223-5900

Spaghetti Dinner
Oct. 11 (11:30am-1:30pm), Ellington 
Presbyterian Church, 4600 N. 36th 
St., Quincy. Fall fundraiser for Ursa 
Retreat House. Free will offering.

Harvest Day
Oct. 11 (1-5pm), Round Barn, Hwy. 
336, Adams Co. Fairgrounds, south 
of Mendon. Pumpkin carving by 
Steve Hemm. Fall crafts & pumpkin 
painting for kids. Pumpkins & gourds 
for sale. Serving donuts and cider. 

Brown Co. Public Library 
Fall Book Sale
Oct. 12-18 (Normal library hours), 
Brown Co. Public Library, Mt. Sterling. 
(217) 773-2013

Cook’s Night Off
Oct. 15 (4-6pm), Quincy Senior and 
Family Resource Center, 639 York. 
Enjoy fried chicken or roast beef and 
two sides plus dessert for $7. Dine in 
or try the fastest drive thru in town.

Pandora’s Playhouse
presents “The Big Five-Oh”
Oct. 15-17 (7pm), Phoenix Opera 
House, Rushville. A hilarious, touching 
account of a man coming to terms 
with his age, his relationship with his 
son & his future. Tickets at door. $10/
person. (217) 248-9491

Fall Bazaar 
& Turkey Dinner
Oct. 24 (bazaar begins at 9am, 
dinner from 11am-1pm), Union 
United Methodist Church, 1101 
State, Quincy. Attic treasures, bake 
shop, Christmas items, crafts, 
vendors & gift basket auction. 
Turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
stuffing, green beans, salads and 
desserts. $9/adults, $4/ages 4-10, 
0-3 eat free. $25 for families w/2 
adults & up to 3 children. 

Versailles Halloween 
Carnival
Oct. 24 (5pm), Old Versailles School 
Gym. Halloween carnival w/ free 
admission & games w/ prizes for 
children. lbarfield@dotfoods.com

Tai Chi for Adults
Oct. 26 (10-11am), Salvation Army, 
Quincy. Tai Chi is gentle, slow, fluid 
movement designed for health. Tai 
Chi reduces stress, lubricates joints, 
and aids in concentration. Visit 
krocquincy.org/arts-education/ for 
information and registration.

St. Rose of Lima 
Card Party
Oct. 27 (Doors open at 11am, lunch 
at 12pm), St. Rose of Lima Church 
Hall. 1009 N. 8th, Quincy. (217) 
223-8015 or (217) 222-7219

Versailles Haunted House
Oct. 30 & 31 (7pm), 
Versailles Community 
Building. (217) 257-0531

Kroc-r-Treat
Oct. 30 (5-7pm), 405 
Vermont St., Quincy. 
Indoor carnival experience with 
stalls, candy, photo booth & more. 
Come in costume. Free and open to 
all families with children of all ages.

Art Crawl
Oct. 30 (6-10pm), Quincy Art Center. 
Support local artists, galleries and 
museums. Each venue has unique 
programming and entertainment. 
Find a map and list of stops at 
quincyartcenter.org.

Trunk or Treat
Oct. 31 (5-7pm at Mt. Sterling 
United Methodist Church & 4-7pm 
at Mt. Sterling First Baptist Church), 
at each church parking lot. Trucks 
decorated w/treats for children. 

Holy Family Church 
Turkey Dinner
Nov. 1 (11am-1pm), K of C Hall, Mt. 
Sterling. Carryouts only. Turkey, 
dressing & all trimmings. Numerous 
raffle prizes including $500 gas 
card. (217) 773-3877
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Track your usage online!
Visit our website at: adamselectric.coop. 
Click on “My Account”. Begin by setting 
up your account. Once your account is 
established, you’ll be able to track your 
usage by the hour, view your billing history, 
compare monthly usage with average 
temperatures and even pay your bill online! 




