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by Jim Thompson PE
General Manager

There seems to be no 
lack of opinion lately on 
the best way to cure our 
nation’s energy woes. 

Various television ads are advocating the 
use of alternative energy sources such 
as wind and solar to replace energy now 
being generated by coal and nuclear.  
Another commercial says natural gas is 
the answer, and still another says coal is 
the solution.
 Just what is the answer? That’s a 
difficult question, but because of our 
not-for-profit status, those of us in the 
cooperative program may tend to be a 
little more objective about the issue than 
someone seeking to profit from a specific 
type of generation.
 Renewables such as wind, hydro, and 
solar will continue to make a positive 
contribution to the nation’s energy needs. 
Please see the feature article on pages 
8 and 9 about the Cooperative’s wind 
turbine project.
 However, there are parts of the 
country where the wind does not blow 
often enough or hard enough to produce 
any significant amount of electricity.  
Likewise, solar and hydro energy are 
much more efficient in some geographic 
areas of the country than others. This 
situation is complicated by the fact that 
America’s transmission infrastructure 
was originally designed as a “regional” 
concept and will require significant 
upgrading if we are to ever move large 
amounts of electricity on the envisioned 
energy “Super-Highway.”
 Given the “NIMBY” (Not In My 
Back Yard) mindset that is so prevalent 
in many areas, the required upgrading 
is going to be an arduous and lengthy 
process, even if it becomes a national 
project in a manner similar to the Inter-
state Highway System.
 Most environmental groups view 
natural gas as being preferable to coal 
because it produces less carbon dioxide. 
The price of natural gas has been 
volatile over the past few years and as 
more and more gas power plants are 
built, the demand for gas will increase 
along with the price. Other issues with 
natural gas include the fact that many 

gas transmission lines are operating 
near capacity and the vulnerability of 
supply, which for our area primarily 
comes from the hurricane prone Gulf 
Coast area.
 In the last 25 years, technology has 
allowed us to burn coal more cleanly 
than we ever thought possible. Most of 
our nation’s electricity is produced by 
coal and it is a proven performer. Coal 
has been used for power generation 
since the industry was conceived. We 
have enough domestic supply to last 
hundreds of years, and using the latest 
proven technology, it can be burned 
with fewer emissions than thought 
possible just a few decades ago.
 Despite our nation’s negative bias 
toward nuclear power, other countries 
have taken the lead in the construction 
of nuclear power plants and hundreds 
of them have been constructed and are 
operating around the world.
 Cooperatives across the country are 
very concerned about our energy future 
and have initiated a dialogue with 
legislators in an attempt to encourage a 
proactive approach to the problem. We 
encourage our members to do likewise. 
We are calling attention to the fact that 
affordable electricity is crucial to our 
overall success as a nation. Electric 
energy needs to be affordable so 
consumers like you and me can pay our 
power bills. 
 

 The fact of the matter is we will 
need a combination of all generation 
resources along with conservation and 
energy efficiency as we move forward. 
Adams Electric owns generation assets 
through its power supplier that are 
fueled from coal, natural gas, and oil. 
We are in the process of installing 
wind generation and are interested in 
exploring hydro in the future. We will 
continue to promote energy efficiency 
and provide loans and rebates to 
help our members. If you have any 
questions, please give me a call at 
1-800-232-4797 or 217-593-7701 or 
email me at jthompsn@adams.net.
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Which is best?

I recently heard about a “miracle” 
space heater which can save about 
50 percent on a household’s heating costs. 
Can you explain how that is possible?
As they say, “if it sounds too good to be true, it probably 
is.” We’ve heard similar offers and many times there 
is a deadline to purchase them. Avoid these impulse 
purchases. A 1500 watt unit is about the maximum 
size you can put on a 120-volt outlet without tripping 
a breaker, so let’s assume it’s 1500 watts (1500 watts 
is also the size of the one we’ve been hearing about). 
A 1500 watt space heater running 24/7 will cost 
$113.40 per month (at $0.105/kWh). And, it is what 
it is, regardless of the size...it is still a space heater 
intended to heat a small space. A 1500 watt unit would 
be good for a room of 300 square feet. The idea is for 
you to turn your furnace way back and move the space 
heater from room to room as you move throughout 
the house. Weatherization and insulation is a much 
better investment. Another thing to keep in mind: The 
Cooperative offers incentive rates ($0.06/kWh) for 
primary electric heating systems like geothermal, air-to-
air heat pumps, electric furnaces, and baseboard heat. 
(You must have a second meter installed. Call the Co-
op for details.) Space heaters are not hard-wired, and 
therefore, do not qualify for the lower incentive rate. 

Could you explain how wind turbines help your 
members? Don’t the turbines only work when the wind is 
blowing which is completely unpredictable? I don’t see 
how this can replace any of your wholesale electricity 
purchases or production. 
Great Questions. Wind turbines only work when the 
wind is blowing. The capacity factors on the wind 
turbine at the locations we are looking at are around 
31-32 percent. We purchase all of our wholesale power 
for our members through our power supplier, Prairie 
Power Inc. To them, Adams Electric is like one big 
consumer. We are installing the turbines directly on our 
distribution system. Each kilowatt hour (kWh) produced 
by the wind turbine is one we do not have to purchase 
from our power supplier. As long as the cost of the kWh 
produced by the turbine is equal to or lower than what 
we can purchase it for from our power supplier, we 
have saved our members money. There may be some 
additional savings if the turbine is producing during 
our monthly transmission peak or during any 
interruptible period; however, this is not taken into 
consideration in our analysis.
Obviously, the more incentive money received by the 
Cooperative, the better the economics of building a 
turbine. We knew we needed some grants to make the 
project feasible. We have been fortunate to receive 
two grants and low interest financing through Clean 
Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBs) to help make the 
wind turbines competitive.  

Why not build wind turbines out west where there is 
more wind?
There is very little load out west compared to areas in 
the eastern United States. The transmission system is 
also limited out west.
 
Bill,
Thank you so much for coming and talking to the 
teachers.  I appreciate your (Penny Power) grant money 
for our RIF project as it will affect so many children’s 
lives with books!
Melissa Seals, Reading is Fundamental, Liberty School

Manager of Marketing/Member Services Bill Stalder presents 
a Penny Power grant to Liberty School for their Reading is 
Fundamental program. Accepting the check is student Haley 
Dotson with Grade School Principal Jody Obert.

The Administration and Board of Education of Payson 
Community Unit School District #1 would like to thank 
you and the members of Adams Electric Cooperative, for 
the $2,500 (Penny Power) donation to be used towards 
our baseball field.
The money was put towards the purchase of a new 
outfield fence on the baseball diamond. Many volunteers 
spent their time and energy putting the fence in place. 
Our baseball players will have many years of play on 
that field with that fence. 
Thank you again for helping our community grow and 
being an inspiration to the young people that people do 
care and want the best for them in their endeavors.
Rodger Hannel
Superintendent 
Payson Comm. Unit School District #1

I wish to extend our deepest gratitude for the (Penny 
Power) grant for our multi-purpose room furniture. It 
has filled a great need for the Humane Society and our 
programs. The furniture will get much use in our humane 
education programs. Now we can expand!
Thanks,
Sally
Quincy Humane Society
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Energy Efficiency 101: From the Ground Up
Lesson 5: When Opposites Attract

by Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency 
- the King of Caulk and Talk”

I bet the first thought that you had 
when you read the title of this column 
was about marriage. Well, never 
fear, guys! That’s not the topic as 
this monthly column is always about 
energy efficiency.
 I received several complimentary 
comments about December’s column, 
which taught you about Delta T 
and the driving force. At the risk of 
ruining a good thing, I want to go a 
little further with that topic because 
of its importance when analyzing the 
energy usage of a house. If you can 
understand these two columns, you 
might be ready to graduate to energy 
efficiency 201.
 First, let’s do a little review about 
the Delta T. In December’s column 
(also available online at www.ecark.
org) you learned how warm air 
tries to get to the cold air until the 
temperatures are equal. This difference 
in temperatures between the warm 
location and the cold location is called 
a Delta T. You also learned how humid 
air tries to get to drier air until they 
are equal. And, hopefully by now you 
have a better understanding of why 
some houses have “sweaty” windows 
and some have areas where mold and 
mildew are present. 
 Before I wrote this current 
column, a dry cold front came from 
the northwest and collided with a large 
mass of warm, humid air. As a result, 
tornadoes developed, which destroyed 

hundreds of houses in Arkansas 
and neighboring states. Tragically, 
numerous lives were also lost. That is 
an example of a Delta T and driving 
force that we all could do without. 
 While some Delta T situations 
are awful, such as those that produced 
the Feb. 5 tornadoes, not all Delta Ts 
are bad. Parts of the nation received 
much needed rain from these storms. 
Our food and water supplies are also 
dependent on such rain. And if it were 
not for the Delta T phenomenon, we 
would have a difficult time cooling our 
house in the summer. 
 Consider this. When the thermostat 
says that cooling is needed, your air 
conditioning unit sends warm, humid 
air through the cold coil. The air is 
cooled, condensation occurs in the 
coil and then trickles to a drip pan and 
through a little pipe to the outside of the 
house. The larger the Delta T, the better 
this system works. Geothermal systems, 
which use ground loops to tap earth’s 
constant 58-degree temperature, have 
an advantage with the Delta T.  That’s 
because a geothermal coil is simply 
colder than most other air conditioning 
coils as it is working from cool ground 
temperatures and not the hot outside air. 
A regular air conditioning unit has an 
outside coil and, on a hot summer day, 
the fan in the outdoor coil is pulling 
hot outside air across a coil in an 
effort to cool that coil. I have checked 
temperatures of that coil on numerous 

occasions and found it to regularly be 
more than 115 degrees. I think that you 
can all understand that the heat transfer 
is better using cold groundwater in a 
geothermal unit than hot outside air 
from a standard air conditioning unit.
 In addition to your air conditioning 
units, there are other things in the house 
that use Delta T in a positive way. 
Those include refrigerators, clothes 
dryers and water heaters, among others. 
 Well, that’s all for the Delta T. I do, 
however, have to say something about 
marriage after all. A really kind lady 
once told a nice young couple that she 
thought their marriage was made in 
heaven.  The young man replied, “So is 
thunder and lightning.” 
 Until next time, stay warm and 
enjoy the good effects of the Delta T.

Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio 
program “Home Remedies” on 
WTAD every Saturday morning at 
9:06 a.m. Doug Rye, a licensed 
architect living in Saline County 
works as a consultant for the 
Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas 
to promote energy efficiency to 
cooperative members statewide. 
To order Doug’s video, call Doug 
at 1-501-653-7931. More energy-
efficiency tips can also be found 
at www.ecark.org. Source: Rural 
Arkansas Magazine

Peters is the #1 WaterFurnace dealer in the nation!  

4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL  •  (217) 222-1368

www.petersheatingandair.com 

Everyone’s Saving Energy
with Peters!
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Small house, big house, city or country, everyone finds a
smart energy solution from Peters.  Get our free energy
evaluation and we’ll determine the best way to heat and
cool your home as efficiently as possible!

Thinking fireplace?
Geothermal?
Energy Questions?
Get them answered by the energy experts
at Peters! Since 1955, we’ve offered prompt
service and the latest technology to save
you money! 1401 W. Washington • Pittsfield, IL (217) 285-1600

1975 Keokuk St. • Hamilton, IL • (217) 847-2777
Also in Hannibal, Kirksville & Columbia, Missouri

A WaterFurnace energy system from Peters operates
more efficiently by combining stored earth energy with
safe electric power, so many WaterFurnace owners
realize savings up to 70% for heating, cooling and hot water.

 

Important Safety Message 
for Members with 
Portable Generators:

If you have or are considering a backup 
generator, it is vital to follow proper procedures. 
If used incorrectly, a portable generator can cause 
serious harm or even death to our line crew. It 
is the Member’s responsibility to prevent backfeed 
onto the distribution system.  All generators shall be 
installed according to the National Electrical Code, 
NEC® Article 702.  The key component to make sure 
backfeed is prevented is the transfer switch. Trans-
fer equipment shall operate such that one source of 
power supply is disconnected before another source 
is connected. Transfer equipment must be used when 
connecting the generator to the home/farm’s electri-
cal wiring system. The transfer switch is designed to 
keep the generator from backfeeding into the utility 
line where it could injure or kill the lineman working 
the line. It also prevents utility power from feeding 
into the generator once power is restored.  For the 
safety of everyone involved, contact Tim Brecht, 
Manager of Engineering and Operations for details 
on properly installing a generator.
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2009 Tree Trimming
 Adams Electric’s tree trimming crew and a tree trimming contractor 
will be trimming trees in areas near the Big Neck and Kellerville substations. 
Areas include Beverly, Siloam Springs Park, Benville, Kellerville, Clayton, 
Camp Point, North and West of Columbus, Paloma, Coatsburg, East of 
Mendon, East and South of Loraine, Golden and Buckhorn.

2009 Spraying
        A spraying contractor for Adams Electric will be working on the 
Quincy, St. Anthony and Burton substations. Areas include South of 
Columbus, Burton, South and West of Fowler, Quincy, and Marblehead.

2009 Pole Inspection
 A contractor for Adams Electric Cooperative will be inspecting poles 
on the northwest and southwest circuits of the Quincy substation, the St. 
Anthony substation, and the north and west circuits of the Ursa substation. 
Areas include Lima, Loraine, Ursa, Mendon and Quincy.

Adams Electric Cooperative maintains an annual schedule for tree trimming, spraying, and pole 
inspections. The contract crews have magnetic signs on the sides of their vehicles that indicate they are 
contractors for Adams Electric Cooperative. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Steve 
Fanning, Joyce Bockhold or Tim Brecht at the Cooperative at (217) 593-7701 or (800) 232-4797.

Tree Trimming

Spraying

Pole Inspection

Tree Trimming and 
Spraying Schedule

2009



Clean renewable energy captures attention 
these days. It’s certainly a hot topic. 
With the concern of carbon legislation 
and increasing costs, Adams Electric 
Cooperative has been taking steps to plan 
for the future. Soon, members of Adams 
Electric Cooperative will enjoy the benefits 
of renewable energy. A 335-foot utility- 
scale wind turbine is on the way.

The new wind turbine will be located 
6.5 miles south of Highway 104 along 
the Plainville blacktop (1700E), south 
of Quincy Regional Airport and near the 
Adams substation. The 900 kW direct drive 
wind turbine will generate approximately 
2,500,000 kWh of electricity per year. That’s 
enough to serve about 200-300 members.

Illinois is ranked 16th in wind energy 
potential with most of the state being 
classified as fair or marginal. The areas 
listed as “good potential” include southeast 
of Quincy, the Bloomington area, north 
of Peoria, the Mattoon area and between 
Sterling and Aurora.

The Cooperative hired Tom Wind of Wind 
Utility Consulting to analyze our territory’s 
wind potential and the economic feasibility 
of the project. Locations within two to three 
miles of Adams Electric’s substations were 
studied. After all studies were completed, 
the Cooperative found several sites with 
wind potential. 

The wind turbine will cost approximately 
two million dollars. The Cooperative 
secured $1.5 million in Clean Renewable 
Energy Bonds (CREBs) which is an 
interest-free loan for financing renewable 
energy projects. The Cooperative also 
received grants for the Adams County 

project: $150,000 from Illinois Clean 
Energy Community Foundation (ICECF) 
and $250,000 from the Department of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity 
(DCEO). 

Wind is one of the best renewable energy 
sources because it produces no pollution, 
no combustion and no byproduct that 
would harm the environment. However, 
wind is not a good, single source of 
energy because it works only when 
the wind blows. (The output of Adams 
Electric’s wind turbine is based on a 32 
percent capacity factor.) With the help 
of financing, adding wind as a portion 
of our power portfolio makes sense. 
The wind turbine will help maintain 
Adams Electric’s power cost and reduce 
the Cooperative’s amount of electricity 
generated by other fuels.

This particular model from EWT 
(Emergya Wind Technologies) will 

be the sixth of its kind in the United 
States and only the second in Illinois. 
The other model in Illinois is located 
in Farmersville and owned by Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative 
in Auburn. 

The Cooperative’s wind turbine project 
has begun. The soil boring tests were 
completed in January and the road 
will be under construction in February 
followed by the construction of the 
foundation. The turbine is estimated to 
arrive around the end of March. If all 
goes as planned, your Cooperative will 
be “capturing the wind” by summer.

The Cooperative plans to erect a second 
wind turbine in Brown County after 
the completion of the Adams County 
project if Clean Renewable Energy Bond 
(CREB) financing is obtained. Watch 
your Adams Outlet for details as the 
second project draws near.

The nearest wind 
turbine to our 
service territory 
is located in 
Pike County in 
Pittsfield and 
owned by Illinois 
Rural Electric 
Cooperative. 
Their turbine is 
somewhat larger 
than ours at 1.65 
MW and serves 
approximately 
300-500 homes. 
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Wind turbine photos 
from Dana Smith at Rural 
Electric Convenience 
Cooperative. Adams 
Electric’s wind turbine will 
be identical to the RECC 
turbine.
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During the first quarter of 2009, 
Adams Electric Cooperative’s Penny 
Power program will help fund several 
projects in Adams and Brown county.
 A grant for $2,000 was approved 
to help purchase a commercial stove 
and fryer for North Adams Home. 
Another grant for $2,000 will help 
purchase band uniforms for the Cen-
tral High School Band. The Quincy 
Humane Society will receive $1,250 
for tables and chairs for their Commu-
nity Education Room. Liberty Grade 
School was awarded $1,000 for their 
Reading is Fundamental (RIF) pro-
gram. The Senior Citizens of Brown 
County will receive $750 for energy 
efficient windows. Liberty Fire Protec-
tion District will use a grant for $500 
to help purchase a commercial washer 
and dryer. John Wood Community 
College Foundation was also awarded 

Windows, Books, 
& Band Uniforms

Did you know that 
uncovered foods release 
moisture, making your 
refrigerator’s compressor 
work harder?

Save Energy. 
Save Money.

$500 for outdoor banner displays to 
help promote Earth Day. 
  The Co-op’s Penny Power pro-
gram is funded by the members who 
have their electric bills rounded up 
to the nearest dollar each month. The 
extra change has benefited over 50 
different organizations across Adams 
Electric Cooperative’s service territory 
since its start in 2005. The next dead-
line to apply for a Penny Power grant 
is April 6, 2009. 

Coping with Rising Energy CostsHelping Out 
Fellow Co-ops
Adams Electric has been fortunate 
to recover from this winter’s ice and 
snow storms in a timely manner. 
Southern cooperatives have not been 
so fortunate. 
 Adams Electric Line Foreman 
Pat Boylen and Journeyman Lineman 
Kevin Knight headed to Southern Il-
linois Electric Cooperative on January 
29. Southern had about 2,000 members 
without power and was in need of 
extra crews. 
 Meanwhile, Journeyman Lineman 
Mike Olson and Forestry Assistant 
Kraig Street went to Southeastern 
Electric Cooperative which also 
had a large number of members 
without power. (cont. pg. 11)

 On Monday, February 9, Adams 
Electric Cooperative welcomed 
nine new members/couples to the 
Advisory Committee during a dinner 
at the Cooperative. 
 Cooperative staff educated the 
group on the various departments of 
Adams Electric.
 Vice President Jim Benz 
explained that the main purpose 
of the Advisory Committee is to 
discuss the operation and activities 
of the Cooperative. Through 

New Advisory 
Committee Members:

Dist. #1: Lance & Connie Black,
 Rushville
Dist. #2: Stanley & Cathy Campbell,
 Loraine
Dist. #3: Gary & Elaine Baker, 
 Liberty
Dist. #4: Jeff & Jori Bottoroff, 
 Mt. Sterling
Dist. #5: Kevin & Cindy Shelts, 
 Camden
Dist. #6: Kenneth & Kay Schaffnit, 
 Payson
Dist. #7: New member 
 to be determined
Dist. #8: Ken & Tela Montgomery,
 Mt. Sterling
Dist. #9: Larry & Candy Kurk, 
 Coatsburg

New Members Welcomed to the Advisory Committee

the Committee’s feedback, the 
Cooperative can better evaluate 
the effectiveness of programs and 
services. General Manager Jim 
Thompson reviewed the history and 
current issues of the Cooperative. 
 Members of the Advisory 
Committee are selected by the 
Board of Directors and meet three 
to four times per year. The Advisory 
Committee consists of 18 members/
couples who serve staggered two- 
year terms.

(Cont. from pg. 10)
 On February 4, Kraig was re-
placed by Apprentice Lineman Jon 
Metz. At that time, Mike and Jon 
headed to West Kentucky RECC 
which was still struggling with wide-
spread outages. 
 On February 9, Pat and Kevin 
finished their work at Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative and joined Mike 
and Jon in Kentucky. 
 “If the time comes and we’re hit 
with a major storm, there are numer-
ous cooperatives who undoubtedly 
will return the favor,” said General 
Manager Jim Thompson, “It’s just part 
of being a co-op. We’re always willing 
to lend a hand.”

Bill Stalder, manager of marketing/mem-
ber services, presented a Penny Power 
grant to Sally Westerhoff, executive direc-
tor at Quincy Humane Society to enhance 
their community education room.

Here are some things to ask yourself:

• Do I turn off lights when I leave a room or do I leave them on?
  (You probably wouldn’t leave the faucet running, would you? 
  Same concept.)
• Does the television entertain the family or does it entertain an 
  empty room?
• Do I warm up several items at once in the oven or do I leave the oven   
  “warm” for longer periods of time?
• Do I use the microwave and slow cooker whenever possible?
• Do I operate my washer with a full load of clothes? Could I get by   
  with using cold water rather than hot?
• Do I operate my dishwasher with a full load of dishes? Do I allow my 
  dishes to air dry?
• Do I take long, hot showers? Could I get in and get out a little faster?
• Could I set the thermostat down a notch or two and wear a 
  heavier shirt?
• Am I unplugging televisions, cell phone chargers, printers, the 
  microwave, and other items which use electricity when not in use?
• Does my home seem drafty? Could I use a little more insulation or 
  weather stripping?
• Could I get by without using a space heater?
• How old is my refrigerator, freezer, and water heater? Would a more 
  energy efficient model make sense?
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Sample recipes from:
The Plainville United 
Methodist Cookbook

Apple Crisp
by Grandma Hibbard
5 cups apples, sliced
1 1/2 cups sugar
1 cup flour
1 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
1 egg, unbeaten
1/3 cup melted butter
1/2 tsp. cinnamon

Place apples in bottom of baking dish. 
Mix sugar, flour, baking powder, salt 
and cinnamon. Add egg and mix until 
crumbly. Pour over apples and then 
pour melted butter over it. Bake at 350 
degrees for 35 minutes.

Applesauce Muffins
by Pastor Stacy Tomich
1/2 cup oil
1 cup sugar
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. baking powder
3/4 tsp. salt
1 1/2 cups flour
1/2 cup applesauce
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. allspice
1 egg

In a large mixing bowl, mix all the 
above ingredients well. Bake in muffin 
tins at 400 degrees for 15-20 minutes. 
Makes 12 good sized muffins.

Taglerini
by Peg Grimsley
1 med. onion, chopped
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 T. green pepper, chopped
1/2 stick butter or oleo
1 lb. ground beef
2 cups tomato sauce
1 cup tomato juice
1 #2 can cream style corn
1 lg. pkg. wide noodles, 
 cooked & drained
Grated cheese
Ripe olives (optional)

Brown first three ingredients in butter. 
Add and brown ground beef. Stir meat 
mixture with tomato sauce, tomato 
juice, corn and noodles and pour into a 
large greased casserole dish. Top with 
cheese and olives, if desired. Bake in 
350 degree oven for 45 minutes. Sub-
stitution: can use 1/2 cup catsup and 
1/2 cup water in place of tomato juice.

Trees are wonderful gifts from 
nature. Not only are they beautiful, 
but they improve our air by transform-
ing carbon dioxide into oxygen. They 
can also provide shade to keep us 
cooler in summer, and deflect winter’s 
chilly winds. 
 But when trees come into con-
tact with power lines, bad things can 
happen. Branches can tangle with 
power lines, snapping them or simply 
causing brief short circuits that make 
your lights blink and damage sensitive 
electronic equipment like computers. 
Squirrels can use trees to climb on 
power lines, where they nibble on the 
wires and cause outages.
 That’s why electricity provid-

ers like our co-op work hard to make 
sure trees don’t interfere with power 
lines. We do that in two ways. First, 
we encourage members to be careful 
where they plant trees. Second, if a tree 
has grown to the point of endangering 
a power line, we may arrange to have it 
trimmed back to a safe distance.
 If you’d like to add a tree, take 
a moment to think of how large it 
will become when fully grown. If you 
plant the tree under or close to power 
lines, it might not present any problems 
for even ten or twenty years. But once 
that tree has grown, its branches might 
interfere with the power lines, and that 
can be dangerous. 
 Be sure that you don’t plant the 
tree in an area where it might grow 
into a power line. Choose a species 
that isn’t going to grow tall or wide 
enough to threaten power lines. 
A nursery owner or your county exten-
sion agent can recommend trees that 
will add the beauty you want without 
presenting a problem.
 If we determine that a tree presents 
a safety problem because it has either 
grown too close to a power line or is in 

a position where a limb could break off 
and damage a power line, we may re-
quest that it be trimmed (or in particu-
larly dangerous situations or with dead 
trees, removed). 
 When trees are trimmed, 
national standards for electrical safety 
require that branches within 15 feet 
of electrical equipment be removed. 
To homeowners, it may look like the 
tree-trimming crews are cutting more 
branches than necessary. But that 
15-foot rule ensures that our crews can 
safely access the power lines when 
needed. In addition, it will take many 
years before normal growth again puts 
branches dangerously close.
 We know that homeowners are 
proud of their trees and don’t want to 
see them damaged. But a tree that 
gets too close to a power line can 
endanger both the homeowner and 
our line crews, so we need to address 
the situation. 
 If you’re thinking about planting 
trees near a power line, or if you’re 
wondering whether an existing tree’s 
location is safe, contact Adams Electric 
at (217) 593-7701.

Trees & Power Lines Don’t Mix

The Plainville United Methodist Women 
are selling a cookbook. The cookbook 
includes 150 recipes.
Cost: $5.00
Contact:
Peggy Grimsley at (217) 656-4218

Cookbook
for sale
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Professional Championship 
Bullriders
Mar. 20 & 21, Oakley Lindsay 
Center. Bull riding competition. (217) 
223-1000 

Funny Girl
Mar. 20-22, 25-29, (Evening shows 
at 8pm & Sun. at 2pm) Oakley 
Lindsay Center. Quincy Community 
Theatre performance. For tickets, 
call (217) 223-3209 or visit 
www.1qct.org.

“Kitchen Witches”
Mar. 21, 22, 27, 28 & April 3, 4 (Fri. 
& Sat. shows at 6:30pm & Sun. at 
12pm), Golden Windmill. Golden 
Windmill Follies dinner theater 
featuring traditional roast beef dinner 
served between acts. Cost: $25 for 
dinner and show. (217) 696-2722

“Harvey”
Mar. 27-29 (Fri. & Sat. at 7pm, 
Sun. at 2:30pm), Brown Co. 
High School. Play about a man 
who sees a 6’ tall rabbit. Story 
delivers a strong message about 
kindness. (309) 333-4215

Monster Garage Sale
Mar. 28 (7am-1pm), Oakley 
Lindsay Center. 150 garage 
sale booths hosted by the Qcy. 
Herald-Whig. (217) 223-5100

Spring Ham Supper
Mar. 28 (4pm), Camden 
Methodist Church. Country 
roast ham, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, green beans, yams, 
deviled eggs, cinnamon apples, 
slaw, rolls, salads, pie and drink. 
Donations at the door. Carryouts 
available upstairs. Everyone 
welcome.

Electricity School
Fun, free, educational event in 
June for students ages 8-18. 
Watch for details.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Mar. 14 (11am), Maine St. from 12th 
to 5th St., Qcy. 23nd annual parade 
open for all to enter at no cost. A 
strictly fun parade sponsored by 
Y101 Radio. You must wear green 
to participate.(217) 223-5292

Spring Hard Times Supper
Mar. 14 (Starts at 4pm), United 
Methodist Church of Loraine, 610 
E. Center St. Northern beans w/
pork, mashed potatoes, sauerkraut, 
applesauce, cornbread, pie & cake. 
Freewill offering. Country store. 
(217) 938-2861

Country Treasures Craft, 
Home & Garden Show
Mar. 14 & 15 (10am-4pm), Oakley 
Lindsay Center. Freshen up your 
home and garden for spring. (217) 
223-1000

Spring Tack Sale & Swap
Mar. 15 (12-4pm), Ursa Town Hall. 
Horse related items. (217) 242-7590 

“At the Movies”
Mar. 18 (11:30am), Baldwin 
School, 30th & Maine, Qcy. Quincy 
Symphony Orchestra Young 
Peoples Concert. Free. (217) 
222-2856

Quincy Civic Music 
Association
Mar. 19 (7:30pm), Morrison Theatre, 
14th & Maine, Qcy. (217) 224-5499

Cooks Night Off
Mar. 19 & every 3rd Thursday in 
2009 (4-6pm). Helps support the 
Meals on Wheels Program while 
allowing you to enjoy a delicious 
meal at a reasonable price. Meals 
Plus for Seniors will offer eat-in, 
carry-out or drive through (on north 
side of building) meals for $6 each. 
Eat at the Senior Center, 639 York, 
and receive a free beverage. For 
more info, call (217) 224-5031.

March
Free Vegetarian 
Cooking Class
Mar. 2 (6pm) 2821 Oak St. in the 
basement. Demonstrations & taste 
testing. Everyone welcome. By 
Seventh Day Adventist Church. 
(217) 224-7399

WGEM Home 
& Living Show
Mar. 6-8, Oakley Lindsay Center. 
Over 100 exhibitors showcasing 
the newest home & living products. 
(217) 228-6600

United Methodist Church 
Soup Supper 
Mar. 7 (5-7pm), 120 S. Capitol, 
Mt. Sterling. $6/adults, $2/ages 
2-12 & under 2 are free. Oyster 
stew, cheese soup, chili, chicken & 
rice soup, hot dogs, peanut butter 
sandwiches & desserts. Carryouts 
available.

“Hooray for Hollywood”
Mar. 7 (7:30pm), First Union 
Congregational Church, 12th & 
Maine, Qcy. (217) 222-2856

8th Annual March of 
Dimes Gymnastics 
Invitational
Mar. 7 & 8 (8am), K&L Arena,1600 
N 43rd, Quincy. Over 400 
gymnasts competing in match that 
benefits March of Dimes. (217) 
224-8491

Daylight Saving Time
Mar. 8. Set your clocks forward 
one hour. This is also a good time 
to change the batteries in your 
smoke alarms.

Quincy Concert Band
Mar. 8 (2:30pm), Morrison Theater, 
14th & Maine, Qcy. (217) 224-5269

QHS Showcase 
of Excellence
Mar. 14 (8am-10pm), QHS 
Theatre, gym and Baldwin. 
Cost: $8/adults, $6/students. 
(217) 224-3774

Calendar of Events

Cell Phones for Hope Campaign
Quanada is collecting used cell phones to 
help victims of domestic violence. Drop off 
your unwanted cell phones at Adams Electric 
Cooperative in Camp Point.




