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Q. Every month my electric bill has a 
facility charge. What is it for?
A. Every location has a facility charge 
whether electricity is used or not. The 
facility charge covers the costs the co-op 
incurs to build and maintain the system 
that carries the electricity to your home or 
business. Even if you never use a single 
kilowatt, there are still expenses to keep the 
service intact and ready when you 
need it.
Q. I have sold my house. Do I need 
to contact your office or can the new 
owners take care of that?
A. Both the buyer and seller must contact 
our office to verify the changeover dates. 
The seller must give us a forwarding 
address to send the final bill and future 
capital credits. If the buyer hasn’t had 
service before, they will need to complete 
a membership application, pay member-
ship and transfer fees and possibly a 
meter deposit. 
Q. I don’t always have money to pay my 
bill by the due date. What happens if I 
don’t pay by the 21st?
A. If payment isn’t received in the office 
on the due date of the 21st, a 5% penalty is 
added to your account. Delinquent notices 
are mailed as a reminder that your payment 
has not been received. If payment isn’t 
received by the date and time listed on 
the notice, your account will be charged a 
$40.00 collection fee and will be subject to 
disconnect. Accounts that are delinquent, 
are normally disconnected on the first 
business day of the next month. We have 
contact numbers for several local agencies 
that may be able to provide assistance if 
you are unable to pay your bill.
Q. Are there any other payment options 
besides mailing a check?
A. Yes, you can sign up for automatic 
payment through your checking account or 
use your debit or credit card each month. 
We have authorization forms for both 
methods of payment. If you sign up to use 
a debit or credit card, please remember 
to let us know if your account number or 
expiration date changes. You can also call 
and pay over the phone during business 
hours. Please call our office and we will 
be happy to mail you the necessary forms. 

(The bank draft authorization form can be 
printed from our website at adamselectric.
coop and mailed to our office.)  
Q.  My usage seems awfully high 
compared to previous months. Can 
there be a problem with my meter?
A.  Usage each month can fluctuate 
depending on the weather conditions, the 
number of people in your home and many 
other reasons. Maybe your house needs 
more insulation or replacement windows. 
Are there older appliances that may not 
be working properly? If needed, we will 
make an appointment with you to address 
your concerns at your location. 
Q. I purchased property and need 
electric service. Who should I talk to?
A. If there has never been service to 
the property, you will need to speak 
to our Engineering Department. 
Jim Kerr takes care of Adams, 
Hancock and Pike counties. Charlie 
Rossiter handles Brown, Schuyler 
and McDonough counties.
Q. I will be out of town when my 
electric bill is due. Can I pay ahead 
even though I don’t know how much 
my bill will be?
A. Yes, we can estimate how much your 
usage will be and you can send payment 
in before you leave. If you pay too much, 
you will have a credit on your next 
month’s bill. If you don’t pay enough, it 
will show up on your next month’s bill 
as a balance forward.  You will not be 
penalized if there is an amount due.
Q. I am thinking of disconnecting a 
service since I don’t use it every month. 
What fees are involved and how 
much time do you need to request a 
disconnect?
A. If you want to disconnect a service, 
we need 3 business days to complete 
this request. A $25.00 disconnect trip fee 
will be charged to remove the meter. If 
you reconnect service within a 12 month 
period, you will be charged a $200.00 
reconnect fee. The reconnect fee will be 
larger if it is a three phase service.
Q. I own rental property and 
frequently have new renters. Do I need 
to call you every time a renter moves in 
or out?
A. Yes, we always need to hear from the 
owner and renter. The landlord and renter 
must agree on the changeover dates. 
Forwarding addresses must also 
be updated. 
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Q&A with the Billing Department

[Editor’s note: Five employees (Pat 
Boylen, Kevin Knight, Mike Olson, 
Kraig Street and Jon Metz) from Adams Electric 
Cooperative were sent to assist various cooperatives over 
a period of two weeks during the ice storms in January 
and February.] 

On behalf of the staff, management and board of 
West Kentucky RECC, 
I would like to thank you for your recent assistance in 
our restoration efforts following the worst ice storm 
in Kentucky history. I have never been more proud to 
be a part of the electric cooperative family than I was 
during this restoration effort. Your employees were both 
personable and professional and they performed the 
tasks they were asked to perform safely and efficiently. 
Sincerely, 
David E. Smart, President & CEO, West Kentucky RECC

On behalf of the 56,000 members and 154 employees of 
Kenergy Corp., please forward to your employees who 
came to Kentucky to help us recover from the February 
2009 ice storm our heart-felt thanks. I both observed and 
was told of the incredible professionalism and dedication 
exhibited by your folks. It was a true blessing to have 
them by our side as we faced what at times seemed to be 
an insurmountable task. 
 The real meaning of the cooperative ideals was 
demonstrated to us during our ordeal. With the help of 
your employees, we managed to restore power to 49,900 
customers by replacing 2,800+ broken poles and over 
1,000 transformers as well as miles of conductor in only 
three weeks! At the height of the restoration effort, we 
had over 950 outside employees working along side our 
154 employees performing remarkable things under the 
most difficult circumstances.
 Again, please thank all the employees of Adams 
Electric that helped us out. They were fantastic!
Sincerely,
Sanford Novick, President & CEO, Kenergy Corporation

After weathering the second worst storm in Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative’s history, spring’s arrival is a 
welcome sight here.
 The December 18, 2009 ice storm descended on our 
region and did extensive damage, leaving more than 
3,000 of our members in the dark during bitterly cold 
weather.
 I can’t say enough about the dedication of our 
employees in the aftermath of the storm. Whether it was 
answering phones, repairing lines or supporting those 
working in the field, everyone stepped up to help.
 But even with the use of all our resources, we still 

needed help to get power restored to all members within 
three days. The linemen you sent here were indispensable 
in that effort. Everyone pitched in, working long hours 
in brutally low temperatures. Please pass on to your 
employees who worked here the sincere thanks of everyone 
at Spoon River Electric Cooperative. The hard work they 
did in difficult circumstances was greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
William R. Dodds, President/CEO

To Adams Electric Cooperative:
The Brown County Senior Citizens Council would like 
to thank you for helping us install two energy efficient 
windows in our building. The windows make a huge 
difference in keeping the cold winds blowing through 
our building. We greatly appreciated the $750 grant (Penny 
Power) from Adams Electric Cooperative.
Mary Petri, President of the Senior Council
Janet Welty, Director
Brown County Senior Citizens Council

[Editor’s note: A Penny Power grant provided funds to help 
purchase digital equipment at Washington School. Students 
sent us a “Thank You” note.]

Thank you for the digital camera. We appreciate your 
support of our program at Washington School. 

Dear Adams Electric Cooperative:
The Board of Education of Central CUSD #3 and 
myself would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
your recent contribution to our school district. The $2000 
Penny Power Grant will help purchase new uniforms 
for our marching band. We appreciate your interest and 
participation in the local community and its projects.
Sincerely,
GS Whitney, Mark Rhea, Pat Heinecke, Martin Cook, 
Randy Jackson, John Flesner, and Bob Tangerose

Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s office

will be closed
Monday, May 25

in honor of
Memorial Day.

The Adams Electric Cooperative Billing 
Department consists of Judie, Mary 
and Julia. With a combined 47 years 
of experience, they have a broad 
knowledge of the operations and 
policies of the Cooperative. They 
are happy to work with you to answer 
your questions. 
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 On April 1, 2009, area 
sophomores and juniors
joined together in Springfield with 
approximately 300 students from 
across Illinois for the 2009 Illinois 
Electric and Telephone Cooperative 
Youth Day. Nine students 
represented Adams Electric and 
ten students represented Adams 
Telephone.
 During Youth Day, students 
met with Senator John Sullivan 
and Representative Jil Tracy at the 
State Capitol. After a visit to the 
Supreme Court, students enjoyed 
a luncheon at the Praire Capital 
Convention Center. Students toured 
the Old Capitol and the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Museum.
 At the end of the day, students 
participated in an interview 
competition. Two trips were 
awarded by each Cooperative for 
the 2009 Youth to Washington 
Contest. The judge for Adams 
Electric Cooperative this year was 
John Freitag of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives of 
   Springfield. Winners were chosen 
          based on their application 
                   and interview.

 The winners of Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s 50th Annual “Youth 
to Washington” contest are Sarah 
Sprague, daughter of Melvin and 
Susan Sprague of Plainville, and 
Hilary Wittler, daughter of David 
and Cathleen Wittler of Mendon. 
Cody Jefferson, son of John and 
Kris Jefferson of Augusta was 
named Alternate.   
 This is the sixth year for 
Adams Telephone Co-Operative 
to participate in the Youth to 
Washington Contest. Winners 
representing Adams Telephone Co-
Operative are Dustin Tangerose,  
son of Bob and Donna Tangerose 
of Camp Point, and Cheyenne 
Starman, daughter of Gary and 
Marilyn Starman of Camp Point. 
Lauren Allen, daughter of Darin 
and Brenda Allen of Plymouth was 
named Alternate.   
 Alternates are eligible to go 
to Washington, D.C., if a winner 
is unable to attend. Alternates will 
receive a $50 U.S. Savings Bond.

 Winners will assemble with 
approximately 50 other high school 
students representing Illinois 
electric and telephone cooperatives 
on June 12, 2009 and travel to 
Washington, D.C. They will be 
accompanied by several chaperones 
and return to Springfield on 
June 19.
 During their all expense-paid 
week in Washington, D.C., winners 
will join approximately 1,450 other 
students from 42 states for “Rural 
Electric Youth Week,” sponsored 
by the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, electric 
and telephone cooperatives across 
the United States.

Front row (l-r): Sen. John Sullivan, Kelly Costigan of Mendon, 
Lauren Allen of Plymouth, LeAnna Wilson of Quincy, Madalynn 
Deming of Liberty, Hilary Wittler of Mendon, Sarah Sprague of 
Plainville, Jacqueline Janssen of Golden and Rep. Jil Tracy.
Middle row (l-r): Emily Grotte of Coatsburg, Cheyenne Starman 
of Camp Point, Lauren Bentzinger of Mendon, Katie Whelan of 
Quincy, Lizzie Richards of Quincy and Kayne Reece of Rushville.
Back row (l-r): Anthony Logsdon of Coatsburg, Jacob Smith of 
Camp Point, Amanda Rosendale of Augusta, Dustin Tangerose 
of Camp Point, Kale Gastler of West Point and Cody Jefferson 
of Augusta.

Sprague & Wittler
Win Trip To 

Washington, D.C.

Sarah Sprague Hilary Wittler

Interested in the 
2010 contest? 
Send us your name and address 
and we’ll add you to our mailing 
list! (You must be a sophomore 
or junior during the 2009-2010 
school year to enter.)

Check out safeelectricity.org for safety tips, 
fun games for kids, and teaching materials. 
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Cell Phones for Hope Campaign
Quanada is collecting used cell phones to help victims of 
domestic violence. Drop off your unwanted cell phones at 
Adams Electric Cooperative in Camp Point.

      According to Cooperative 
bylaws, the Nominating Committee 
must meet and prepare a list of 
nominees at least 60 days before 
the Annual Meeting. This year the 
Annual Meeting will be Wednesday, 
September 9, 2009. The Committee 
will meet at the Cooperative office at 
700 East Wood Street in Camp Point 
at 6:00 p.m. on May 18. Within three 
working days, following completion 
of the nominating process, a list of 
nominees will be posted in the lobby 
of the Cooperative office.
     The Secretary shall be responsible 
for mailing to each Member at least 
40 days before the date of the Annual 
Meeting a statement of the number of 
directors to be elected and the names 
and addresses of the candidates 
nominated in each district by the 
Nominating Committee.

      The Secretary shall be 
responsible for mailing with the 
notice of the Annual Meeting, 
or separately, but at least seven 
days before the date of the Annual 
Meeting, a statement of the number 
of directors to be elected and the 
names and addresses of candidates 
nominated by the Committee and 
by petition, if any. The names of 
the candidates shall be arranged 
by district.
      The Cooperative is divided into 
nine districts of representation of 
membership and each district is 
represented by one director. 
Directors serve three-year terms. 
Their terms in office are staggered 
so that three of the nine directors 
are elected each year. The director 
districts for this year are as follows:

What is Expected 
of a Director?

Director candidates often ask this question 
when they consider running for the Board. 
The following is a list of the minimum 
requirements for an Adams Electric 
Cooperative Director:
1.  Directors must attend all regular monthly 
board meetings, usually beginning at 7 p.m. 
and adjourning three to five hours later.
2.  Directors must attend all special board 
meetings, committee meetings and Adams 
Electric Cooperative’s annual meeting. 
Directors should also attempt to attend 
one National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) meeting or director’s 
conference every year.
3.  Other meetings directors attend include 
one- and two-day educational seminars.  
Directors are encouraged to complete their 
NRECA Credentialed Cooperative Director 
Certificate during their first term (3 years). 
Incumbent Directors must complete at 
least two additional continuing educational 
offerings during a three year period ending 
with the second year of each successive 
term to maintain eligibility as a director.
4.  Credentialed Directors receive a $175.00 
per diem and mileage (IRS approved 
mileage rate) for attendance of Cooperative 
meetings. Non-Credentialed Directors 
receive a $125.00 per diem and mileage 
(IRS approved mileage rate) for 
attendance of Cooperative meetings. All 
directors receive transportation, lodging 
and meal expenses when traveling on 
Cooperative business.
5.  Directors spend 23-35 days each year 
representing Adams Electric Cooperative.
6.  A director is expected to read and be 
familiar with information and financial 
reports from the Cooperative, and/or other 
state and national associations.
7.  A director represents all members 
of Adams Electric Cooperative, not a 
geographic region or director district.
8.  A director should work in harmony with 
the whole board. A director must also have 
the self-confidence and communication 
skills to express his/her opinion or 
disagreement with other directors.
9.  Directors and spouses are encouraged to 
join NRECA’s political action committee, 
Action Committee for Rural Electrification 
(ACRE). Regular membership is $25.00 
per year and century club membership is 
$100.00 per year.
Additional details are provided in Adams 
Electric Cooperative’s Bylaws.

Nominating Committee Meeting 
Scheduled for May 18
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In the late 1800s, visitors from across the United States flocked to a 
special village in southern Adams County to drink the water. Legend 
has it, the water had medicinal effects, curing almost all ailments. 
 In 1884, a two-story hotel, a bath house, and two spring houses 
bursted with activity. Even a swimming pool provided a place for 
visitors to bathe in the legendary water. Visitors, many of them 
wealthy or famous, traveled by train and then by horse to reach this  
fashionable resort.
 The renowned water flowed from springs discovered by 
Rev. Reuben McCoy. Citizens believed the water was somehow 
responsible for the long lifespan of its original owner, George 
Meyers.
 The area was part of a “military tract” set aside for combat 
veterans. George Meyers received the land in 1852 for his service 
in the Black Hawk and Mexican wars. In 1882, George died at the 

remarkable age of 102, quite a lifespan in the 1880s.
 The water from the spring was studied and found to 
have a higher mineral content than the famous Eureka 

and Waukesha springs. A local businessman, Quincy 
Burgessor, boasted about the water’s miraculous curing 
effects. Water was bottled in pottery jugs from the No. 
2 spring and distributed as far as Kansas City. It was a 
successful business for decades.
 Several houses, two general stores, a post office 
and the “Happy Hollow” school house also called this 
unique place home. 
 Today, the area attracts campers, fishermen, 
hunters, and hikers. We know this area as Siloam 
Springs State Park. 
 An entire village has disappeared. Near the back 
of the park quietly stands an isolated building called 
“No. 2 Spring House,” rebuilt in 1995. As I toured the 
lower section of the park, the park superintendent, Jim 
Assell, cleared some leaves in the back of the spring 
house to uncover a grate. Jim showed me that beneath 
the grate, the water was still flowing, although at a 
slower pace. The spring is no longer used because the 
water is not treated. A simple sign marks the location of 
the area’s most popular spring. Sadly, the visitors who 

woods where campers can listen to night sounds of the 
frogs, owls, and coyotes. 
  Siloam’s lake is stocked with largemouth bass, 
bluegill, redear and green sunfish, carp, crappie, channel 
catfish and rainbow trout. There is a tale waiting to be 
told by every fisherman. 
 The concession near the lake offers all the 
necessities for campers including sandwiches, snacks, 
ice and a variety of bait and tackle. Rowboats, canoes, 
and paddleboats can also be rented at the concession.
 Numerous wildflowers add a dash of color to the 
park’s 6,000 acres. Hikers will enjoy the wild roses, 
snapdragons and black-eyed Susans along the 12 miles 
of scenic trails. 
 Jim Assell hopes to eventually add a visitor’s center 
but due to State budget cuts, the project has not yet 
become reality. He remains hopeful. 
 Right now, only the story will keep the history alive. 
Visit Siloam Springs for yourself and see what beauty 
it has to offer. Settle down for a few days, listen to the 
birds chirp and the waters tap along the shore. See if 
you can hear the history...the sounds of horses galloping 
into the village, the chatter of guests greeted at the hotel, 
the tiny footsteps of children walking to school, and the 
laughter of visitors gathering at the spring.
  Siloam Springs State Park is served by Adams 
Electric Cooperative.
 The state park is located near Clayton and east of 
Liberty. The address is 938 E. 3003 Lane, Clayton, IL 
62324. For more information, call 1-217-894-6205. The 
concession can be reached at (217) 894-6271

frequented this spring have, more than likely, passed on. 
Who knows if their ailments were truly cured or if their 
lifespans were lengthened due to the water. 
 Along the Red Oak backpack trail, hikers will see 
the crumbling walls of the only remaining home. The 
rest of the buildings were torn down. A few foundations 
and sidewalks, remnants of the old hotel, the second 
spring house and pool peak out of the hillsides. A 
58-acre lake, constructed in the 1950s hides the location 
of the old school. Only a few photos remain, most of 
them photocopies.  
 Rev. McCoy named the springs, “Siloam” after a 
Biblical reference. The land became a state recreational 
area by 1940. In 1956, Siloam Springs was dedicated as 
a state park. 
 Today, the park features camp sites, picnic areas, 
playgrounds, charcoal grills, horseshoe pits, four 
shelter houses, a fully-stocked concession, numerous 
restrooms, hiking and equestrian trails and hunting sites.
 The park includes 98 Class A (electric) camp 
sites, four secluded backpack sites, a group 
campground, and 84 Class B sites. A total 
of 187 camp sites provide a night in the 

Above: Siloam Forest Hotel. Middle left: The remains of this home can still be seen along 
the Red Oak Trail. Lower left: The bath house was located in lower Siloam in place of the 
current playground equipment. Photo behind text: The original No. 2 Spring House. Above 
right: The Happy Hollow School House. Below right: One of the general stores.
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 A groundbreaking ceremony was 
held Tuesday, April 14 at 9:00 a.m. 
at the future site for Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s 900 kW Pigeon Creek 
Wind Turbine. The site is located 6.5 
miles south of Highway 104. The 
location is owned by James and Joan 
Koetters, members of Adams Electric 
Cooperative.
 The new turbine, scheduled to 
arrive this summer, will create an 
annual generation of 2,500 MWh of 
energy per year, enough for about 
200-300 homes. It will supplement 
current power supplies and act as 
a hedge against rising fuel costs. 
Line construction has begun which 
will connect the wind turbine to the 
nearby substation. The foundation for 
the wind turbine will be poured in the 
coming weeks.
 Illinois is ranked 16th in wind 
energy potential with most of the state 
being classified as fair or marginal. 
The areas listed as “good potential” 
include southeast of Quincy, the 
Bloomington area, north of Peoria, 
the Mattoon area and between Ster-
ling and Aurora.
 The Cooperative hired Tom Wind 
of Wind Utility Consulting to analyze 
our territory’s wind potential and the 
economic feasibility of the project. 
Locations within two to three miles 
of Adams Electric’s substations were 
studied. After all studies were com-
pleted, the Cooperative found several 
sites with wind potential. 
 The wind turbine will cost ap-
proximately two million dollars. The 
Cooperative secured $1.5 million 
in Clean Renewable Energy Bonds 
(CREBs) which is an interest-free 
loan for financing renewable en-
ergy projects. The Cooperative also 
received grants for the Adams County 
project: $150,000 from Illinois Clean 
Energy Community Foundation 

Groundbreaking 
Ceremony Held 
for Pigeon Creek 
Wind Turbine

(ICECF) and $250,000 from the De-
partment of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity (DCEO). 
 Wind is one of the best renewable 
energy sources because it produces 
no pollution, no combustion and no 
byproduct that would harm the environ-
ment. However, wind is not a good, 
single source of energy because it 
works only when the wind blows. With 
the help of financing, adding wind as a 
portion of our power portfolio makes 
sense. The wind turbine will help 
maintain Adams Electric’s power cost 
and reduce the Cooperative’s amount of 
electricity generated by other fuels.

 Adams Electric Cooperative is a 
member of Touchstone Energy® — 
an alliance of more than 660 local, 
consumer-owned electric utilities 
around the country. Adams Electric 
Cooperative is committed to provid-
ing superior service based on four 
core principles: integrity, account-
ability, innovation and commitment 
to community. The co-op serves more 
than 8,400 members over 2,200 miles 
of line in parts of Adams, Brown, 
Hancock, McDonough, Pike and 
Schuyler counties. For more informa-
tion visit www.adamselectric.coop. 

From left: John Kestner, director/treasurer; George Schneider, director; Lyle Waner, 
director; Mike Tenhouse, director; Jim Thompson, general manager; Rick King, 
director/president; Jim Benz, director/vice president; Bob Willis, director; Alan 
Acheson, director/secretary; Joan and Jim Koetters, property owners; and Jordan, 
Jackie, Ted and Robin Koetters.

Good News
by Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency 

- the King of Caulk and Talk”

Good news – no more ice! Great 
news – it is Easter and the flowers 
are beautiful. More good news – the 
government will help many of you 
pay for some of the things that I have 
been teaching you.  
 As I write this column, I have 
just completed appearing at a home 
show in Kentucky. I am preparing to 
conduct an energy-efficiency seminar 
at a community college in Tennessee 
tonight. I will then drive to south 
Arkansas for a seminar and then to 
Illinois for a seminar and radio show.  
I have had great difficulty in deciding 
how to write this column because 
there is so very much that I wish to 
teach you.  However, I am allowed 
only one page.  
 I went down this morning for 
breakfast in the motel lobby and 
asked if I could have a late check-out 
since my seminar was not until 
5 p.m. at the college. The lady at the 
desk asked, “Are you the caulk man?”  
 To which I answered, “Yes, I am 
the King of Caulk and Talk – How did 
you know?”  
 “I received a brochure in the 
mail about the meeting from our 
power company and I plan to be there 
because my electric bills have really 
gone up this year,” she said.    

 I told her that she has two choices:  
Do something about it or just keep 
complaining. I proceeded to give her a 
personal one-hour seminar and answer 
her questions. Before we had finished, 
several others in the area had joined 
the group.  
 Folks, every indication is that 
utility rates will continue to increase.  
With a slowing economy, utility bills 
will become a larger percentage of 
a family’s budget. You have two 
choices: Use less or use less. Some 
of you are thinking, “This man is a 
genius.” Others are thinking, “This 
man is a moron.” Probably, both 
of you are correct. I have spent my 
entire adult life teaching others how 
to use less by conservation and energy 
efficiency. Example: Turning off the 
light is conservation, but installing a 
compact fluorescent bulb is energy 
efficiency.  
 Now for the other great news.  
I am happy to announce that it is 
now more feasible to make energy 
improvements than ever before. The 
Stimulus Bill signed by the President 
on Feb. 17, allows for impressive 
tax credits to help pay for energy 
improvements. Please understand I 
am not your tax advisor, but I suggest 
that you go to www.energystar.gov 

for details. Please note that these are 
tax credits, which may be worth far 
more than tax deductions. Please 
note that there are tax credits for 
windows, insulation, solar systems, 
wind systems, and the best news of all, 
geothermal heat pumps. You can now 
install the best heating and cooling 
system available and you may qualify 
for a tax credit of 30 percent of the 
total cost on your 2009 tax return. 
My friends, this is huge. Many of you 
have installed geothermal with no tax 
advantages, because you knew it was 
the smart thing to do. Well now, it is 
cost effective for many more of you 
to do the same. I consider that to be 
really, really good news.

Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio 
program “Home Remedies” on WTAD 
every Saturday morning at 9:06 a.m. 
Doug Rye, a licensed architect living 
in Saline County works as a consultant 
for the Electric Cooperatives of 
Arkansas to promote energy efficiency 
to cooperative members statewide. 
To order Doug’s video, call Doug 
at 1-501-653-7931. More energy-
efficiency tips can also be found 
at www.ecark.org. Source: Rural 
Arkansas Magazine

Smith Becomes 
Journeyman Lineman

 Brad Smith became a Journeyman Lineman 
on April 12, 2009. Brad joined Adams Electric on 
July 9, 2001 as an Appliance Service Technician. 
On April 13, 2005, Brad entered the Apprentice 
Lineman’s Program. 
 Brad is a graduate of Seymour High School. 
 By completing the Apprentice Lineman’s 
Program, Brad has a full understanding of 
operations, construction and maintenance of the 
electric distribution system. 
 The employees and Board of Directors would 
like to congratulate Brad on his accomplishment!

Journeyman
Lineman

Brad Smith

Save Money with Energy Efficiency. Save More with Federal Tax Credits. 

Tax credits are available at 30% of the cost, 
up to $1,500 in 2009 & 2010 (for existing 
homes only) for:
Windows & Doors
Insulation
Roofs
HVAC
Water Heaters (non-solar)
Biomass Stoves 

Tax credits are available at 30% of the cost, 
with no upper limit through 2016 (for existing 
homes & new construction) for:
Geothermal Heat Pumps
Solar Panels
Solar Water Heaters
Small Wind Energy Systems
Fuel Cells

Not all homes and products qualify for a tax credit. Tax credits are available for a number of products which typically cost more than standard products. 
Please consult your tax professional for details. More information can be found at energystar.gov, dsireusa.org, and energy.gov/taxbreaks.htm
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Apple Crisp
Submitted by Rita Beadles
“This is one of our family’s 

favorite desserts.”
8 cups apples, sliced
2 Tbsp. flour
1 cup sugar
2 Tbsp. cinnamon
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup sugar
1 1/2 cups oatmeal
2/3 cup butter
1 cup flour
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. salt
1/2 cup honey
 
Mix apples, 2 Tbsp. flour, sugar and 
cinnamon together and place in a 
well buttered 9x13 pan. Mix together 
remaining ingredients then sprinkle 
over top of apples. Then drizzle honey 
over top (1/2 cup or less) Bake at 350 
degrees for 35 minutes. 

Banana Cake
Submitted by Pam Whiston, 
Northeast Missouri Power

2 over-ripe bananas
1 stick butter
2 1/2 cups sugar
3 eggs
1 cup buttermilk (or substitute 1 cup 
 milk & 1 tsp. vinegar)
1 tsp. vanilla
2 cups flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. baking powder
1/4 cups chopped nuts

Caramel glaze: 
1/4 cup butter
1/4 to 1/2 cup brown sugar
1 Tbsp. maple syrup
Chopped nuts

Caramel glaze:
Melt butter and pour into the bottom of 
greased and floured bundt pan. Sprin-
kle with brown sugar, add syrup and 
stir until sugar is absorbed in butter. 
Sprinkle with nuts.

Cake: Cream butter and sugar until 
blended. Add eggs and beat 2 min-
utes. Add vanilla and milk and beat 2 
minutes. Add sifted flour, baking soda, 
baking powder and beat 2 minutes. Add 
bananas and beat until blended. Stir 
in nuts. Pour batter evenly in prepared 
pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 35-40 

minutes or until 
cake springs back 
at touch. Loosen 
cake around cen-
ter and edges. Im-
mediately invert 
on large plate and 
let cool for 5-10 
minutes before 
removing pan.

Yummy Grape Salad
Submitted by Jayne Schmiedeskamp

1 lb. seedless green grapes
1 lb. seedless red grapes
8 oz. sour cream
8 oz. cream cheese
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup pecans
8 oz. Butterfinger bits

Mix grapes, sour cream, cream cheese 
and sugar. Put in a 9x13 pan. Combine 
brown sugar, pecans and Butterfinger 
bits. Layer over top of grape mixture. 
Refrigerate.

Squash Pie
Submitted by Kathy Koetters

“Our favorite is long-neck squash but 
pink banana squash is good too.”

2 cups boiled squash
4 eggs
1 1/2 cups sugar (or substitute with 
 3/4 cup Splenda & 3/4 cup sugar)
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 tsp. ginger
About 1/2 cup dry coffee creamer
1 or 2 Tbsp. flour
1/2 cup milk

Blend all ingredients well. Bake at 
425 degrees for 15 minutes, then bake 
at 350 degrees for 45 minutes, or 
until done. 

www.petersheatingandair.com 

We built our house on our 30th wedding anniversary,
so it had to be perfect!

“Our energy system came from Peters and we’ve been thrilled with
the results! Our WaterFurnace geothermal system has saved us a
ton of money! Plus, it doesn’t burn any fossil fuel so there’s no
danger of carbon monoxide … and it’s good for the environment.
Peters was professional, knowledgeable and had a great price!”

Other locations in Kirksville, Hannibal & Columbia,  MO
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1975 Keokuk St. • Hamilton, IL • (217) 847-2777 
1401 W. Washington • Pittsfield • (217) 285-1600



May 2009  •  Adams Outlet  •  1514  •  Adams Outlet  •   May 2009

2nd Annual 
Mother’s Day Dinner
May 10 (11am & 12:30pm), 
Windmill Hall, Golden. Presented by 
the Golden Historical Society. Baked 
chicken breast & dressing or baked 
ham dinner. $15/adult (12 yrs. & up), 
$5/child (4-11 yrs.), Under 3 
are free. Reservations paid in 
advance. Call Bob or Lois Reason 
at 217-696-4672

Farmer’s Market 
Every Tuesday, starting May 12 
(7am-Noon), Washington Park, 5th 
& Maine. Fresh produce, baked 
goods & crafts all homegrown or 
homemade. (217) 228-8696

8th Annual Two Rivers 
Jeep Club’s Illini 
4x4 Safari
May 14-16, Pike Co. Safari on over 
50 miles of trails in Pike County. 
4WD enthusiasts safari. (630) 
717-5337 or www.trjc.com

The Great Chase 
Run/Walk
May 16 (Registration at 8am, begins 
at 9am), South Park, Qcy. Join the 
American Red Cross in the Great 
Chase, 5K or 10K competitive run 
or 5K leisure walk. Proceeds benefit 
disaster preparedness, health 
education & training. (217) 222-2477 

10th Annual 
Pet Health Fair
May 16, Animal Medical Clinic, 2803 
Wismann Lane (across from Amtrak 
station). Visit w/pet healthcare 
experts, receive services & products 
at reduced fees. Low cost spay 
and neuters for income eligible pet 
owners. (217) 222-8383

Flea Market & Crafts
May 16 & 17, Adams County 
Fairgrounds. Many unique 
items, food stand, free camping 
& admission. Hosted by Adams 
County Olde Tyme Association. 
Reservations/Info (217) 964-2165 
or (217) 222-8130 

Gus Macker Basketball 
Tournament
May 23 & 24, around Washington 
Park & on the streets of 
downtown Quincy. 3-on-3 
basketball tournament. (217) 
214-3700

Strawberry Festival
May 25 (4-6:30pm), Ellington 
Presbyterian Church, 4600 N. 
36th St., Qcy. 

Scent-Sational Summer 
Storytime & Craft
May 27-29 (10-10:45am), Quincy 
Public Library. For ages 3 & up 
but all are welcome. Celebrate 
the beginning of summer at this 
scent-sational storytime! Space 
is limited. Call (217) 223-1309 to 
register.

“Read on the Wild Side” 
Summer Reading Kickoff
May 30 (10am-2pm), Qcy. Public 
Library. Food, fun & games as 
the Quincy Public Library kicks-
off our summer reading program! 
Popcorn & soda provided. Lunch 
available for purchase. Free 
and open to the public. (217) 
223-1309

Electricity School
June 17, Bailey Park, Camp 
Point. Fun, free, educational 
event for students ages 8-18. 
Complete the registration form 
on the next page. Sponsored 
by Adams Electric Cooperative, 
AmerenCIPS and University of 
Illinois Extension. (217) 593-7701

Muddy Water Blues 
Society Can Jam
May 3 (1-7pm), Turner Hall, 926 
Hampshire, Qcy. Food drive for 
local food pantries. Proceeds this 
year go to Bethel A.M.E. Church. 
Music by Funions, Cheeseburgers 
& Raised on Radio. Food available. 
Admission: 5 can food items or $3/
person. (217) 224-4393

“Importance of 
Being Earnest”
May 7-9, 14-17 (evening shows 
at 7:30pm, Sunday matinee at 
2pm), Oakley Lindsay Center, 300 
Civic Center Plaza, Qcy. Call (217) 
222-3209 for tickets.

Health & Fitness Expo
May 8 (1-8pm), Oakley Lindsay 
Center, Qcy. Vendors & cooking 
demonstration sponsored by Blue 
Cross Blue Shield. Free event.

Bridge the Gap 
to Health Race
May 9 (7:30am-2pm). 5k run/walk, 
10k run & half marathon crosses 
the 3 bridges between Illinois & 
Missouri. Presented by Quincy 
Medical Group. (217) 222-0958 

“Sportsmans” Gun, 
Hunting & Trade Show
May 9 & 10 (9am-4pm), Schuyler 
Co. Fairgrounds, Rushville. Cowboy 
mounted shooters & single action 
shooting performances on Saturday. 
Coon Run Muzzlers both days. All 
proceeds for Rushville Veterans 
Memorial. (217) 242-2694

May

May Festival Federation 
Square Dancing
May 1-3 (all day), Qcy. Senior 
& Family Center, 6th & York. 
May Festival Federation square 
dancing comes to Quincy 
during the Dogwood festival. 
300 couples expected to 
participate. (217) 224-1482 

Mississippi Valley 
Garden Club 
Annual Plant Sale
May 2 (9am-noon), southeast 
corner of 16th & Jersey 
(property of Qcy. Women’s 
City Club). Perennials, annuals, 
herbs, vegetables & shrubs. 
(217) 430-1330

Afternoon 
on the Veranda
May 2 (1-4pm), Frese 
Ornamental Nursery, Qcy. 
Enjoy some Irish inspiration 
with the Keltic band Ragtag. 
Refreshments. Bring your own 
lawn chairs and enjoy an 
emerald escape. (217) 222-0977

Annual 
Dogwood Festival
May 2 & 3, held in & around 
Washington Park, 5th & Maine. 
Quincy’s spring event opener 
includes parade, craft & hobby 
fair, entertainment, food & more. 
(217) 222-7980

Calendar of Events

Expires:
June 15, 2009

 Activities this year will include a 
sailboat wind project and a bucket truck/
safety demonstration. Students will 
then be divided into groups to complete 
workshops based on skill level and 
previous attendance. Workshops must be 
completed in order.  
 The event is free-of-charge but all 
students must pre-register by June 10.
 We hope you can join us at this fun 
and educational event. Come see what 
it’s all about! If you have questions, feel 
free to give us a call (800) 232-4797.

 For years, Adams Electric 
Cooperative has co-sponsored an annual 
4-H Electricity School Program with 
the assistance of University of Illinois 
Extension and AmerenCIPS. 
 Students do not have to be 4-H 
members to attend Electricity School. 
All boys and girls, ages eight to 18, 
are invited. So, get your friends to sign 
up too!
 This year’s Electricity School will 
be held on Wednesday, June 17 at 
Bailey Park in Camp Point. 




