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Find your
account #
One account # is hidden
inside this issue. If it’s yours,
call us and you’ll receive a

10 bill credit.

$

* Credit must be claimed
by December 31, 2018.

www.adamselectric.coop

Thank you for partnering with West Central
Child Care Connection through the Penny
Power Grant program to provide social
and emotional training and resources to
child care programs in your service region. The grant funds
were used to purchase quality books as well as sensory
items for young children.
Early care and education
professionals from
Caregiver Connections
and West Central Child
Care Connection worked
collaboratively with child
care programs, providing
two two-hour sessions
of training to child care
center staff and family
child care providers. These
trainings focused on the
social and emotional
needs of young children
from birth to 5 years. The
goal of this project was
to create a community
of practice, embracing
caregivers and families
with a focus on the social and emotional well-being of young
children. Caregivers who attended both sessions received a
basket filled with age appropriate books and sensory itmes for
them to immediately begin using in their
programs, implementing newly learned
ideas and practices.
We appreciate all of the wonderful things
that Penny Power is doing through grants
to schools and other agencies that we
partner with throughout the year. This
program makes a difference to the quality
of life for children and families in our region. We are grateful
for thoughtful partners like you who have made a way for
many citizens to pool their resources for the greater good.
Thanks again!
Marla Willard, Executive Director
West Central Child Care Connection

Office hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797
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217-593-7701

Tr y our app!
utages
• Report o
p
outage ma
• View an
bill
• Pay your
ore!
age and m
• Track us
about
Learn morep at:
our new ap

Mission Statement:

tric.coop

adamselec

Facebook

Did you know we ha
ve a
Facebook page?
Find us under
“Adams Outlet” on
Facebook.

ct. . .

If you disconne

r
conditione
is
t your air
t
c
e
a
n
th
n
o
e
c
id
is
ch outs
it
ose to d
o
w
h
s
c
e
ff
u
o
th
o
y
e
n
If
us
tur
ter, please
it. Do not
in the win the condensing un er. Doing so
k
n
mounted o ditioner at the brea
n
o
c
ir
a
a
is
r
ere
you
nal that th
sends a sig h your AMR meter.
it
problem w questions, call the
e
v
a
h
u
ent at
If yo
g departm
in
r
e
e
in
g
en
-7701.
(217) 593

Best Vacation

Board of Directors:
President
Roger Busen......................Timewell
Vice President
Rebecca Barlow.................. Clayton
Treasurer
Kris Farwell..................... Plymouth
Secretary
Laura Meyer......................... Liberty
Director
Alan Acheson................... Rushville
Director
Lyle Waner.......................... Loraine
Director
Jim Ward...................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Tom Travis........................... Payson
Director
Jim Benz............................... Quincy
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE................ Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton................. Rushville
Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe,
reliable service to over 8,700 members in
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock,
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit
and overseen by a board of directors elected
by the membership.
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Thank you so much for the Penny Power grant given to the
Golden Veterans Memorial. It is very much appreciated!
Golden Veterans Memorial Committee
Thank you so much for considering me for your Penny
Power grant and providing me with money to go toward a
smartboard for my classroom. I appreciate what you did for
me and I think it’s an amazing thing that you are doing for
area teachers and schools. Thank you for making a difference.
Autumn Schullian
Southeastern Elementary School

“Adams Electric Cooperative’s
mission is to strive to exceed our
members’ expectations by
providing safe, reliable and
affordable electric service in a
cooperative and environmentally
responsible manner.”
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Capital Credit Retirement
of $392,426 for 1991
by Jim Thompson PE

General Manager

The Cooperative
will be retiring
approximately
$400,000 in capital
credits for the
year 1991 between
Thanksgiving and
Christmas. If you
purchased electricity in 1991, you will either
receive a credit on your December electric
bill if the amount is less than $25.00 or a
check in the mail if it is greater than $25.00.
This retirement will be the second this year.
A total of approximately $800,000 in capital
credits will have been retired in 2018. This
amount will be the most we have ever retired
in a single year. If you remember, we were
unable to retire capital credits in 2017 due
to the conversion of our enterprise software.
We actually retired what we would have in
2017 in March/April of 2018. This current
retirement will be what we were planning on
doing in 2018. We hope this retirement will
help during the holiday season.
Capital Credits are an integral part of
the financing of your Cooperative and a
very positive part of being a member of a
not-for-profit electric utility. Everyone likes
to receive a check in the mail or a credit on
their electric bill.
What are capital credits and why do
members receive them?
We are a not-for-profit organization.
Owned by our members, the money to cover
the cost to maintain, repair, and construct
the electric system comes directly from
the members paying their monthly electric
bills. Each year the Cooperative has revenue
and expenses. We also have financial
requirements that we must maintain to stay
in good standing with our lenders. To meet
these requirements and to stay financially
healthy, revenue needs to be higher than
expenses. The difference in the revenue
and expenses are margins. These margins
are allocated each year to each member’s
capital credit account based on the amount
of business you did with the Cooperative and
are called capital credits.
These margins create the equity in the
Cooperative. Margins earned from electric
revenues are the only real source of equity
for not-for-profit electric cooperatives. The
equity allows us to borrow money. Without
the equity and a strong balance sheet, we
would not have the ability to borrow money
at a low interest rate to rebuild lines, improve
reliability, finance projects, and maintain the
electric distribution system. Think about a
large storm that devastates the distribution
system or a large project that has a thirty-

year life. If we could not borrow money and
would have to recover all of our expenses
through rates every year, electric rates would
have to be higher and would be more volatile
to cover emergencies and/or high cost projects
in a given year.
Lenders look at the underlying financial
strength of the Cooperative. A strong and
consistent equity level is one key aspect of
financial strength. It is essential for us to
maintain the right balance between retiring
capital credits to members and retaining
sufficient equity on the balance sheet. The
equity is not a pot of money sitting in a
separate account, it is part of the distribution
system – the poles, wires, transformers, etc.
Since you are also the people the Cooperative
serves, capital credits reflect each member’s
ownership in, and contribution of capital to,
the Cooperative. This differs from dividends
investor-owned utilities pay shareholders, who
may or may not be customers of the utility.
The Cooperative returns the equity to the
members within a thirty-year period. Most of
the assets we purchase will last this retirement
cycle. We have currently retired all the capital
credits through 1990 and parts of 2006 and
2013. This return of capital credits is different
than most businesses where the margins
are profits that are kept and put back in the
business or sent to stockholders without any
of the money ever being returned to
the consumer.
Why did we retire parts of 2006 and
2013? The Cooperative had high margins in
2006 and wanted to start returning a portion
of 2006 to help future boards manage the
capital credit process. We retired a portion
of 2013 at our 75th anniversary so current
members would receive money back to help
them recognize one of the great benefits of
Cooperative membership.
When the Cooperative was started in
1938 and through today, members provide
equity through the electric rates to finance
the Cooperative. Our membership continues
to increase with new members using and
adding on to the distribution system that
members prior to them helped to create. It
is a reoccurring process where old capital is
retired back to the members and new capital is
brought in.
You are a member-owner of your notfor-profit electric cooperative. Abiding by
one of the Cooperative’s seven principles –
Members’ Economic Participation – the board
determines the retirement of capital credits
to its members, based on the Cooperative’s
financial stability. Capital credits are just one
of many differences that set Cooperatives apart
from other business models.
We appreciate your patronage and enjoy
being able to return capital credits back to
the membership!
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Use Space

Heaters

Safely

Space heaters can help warm a
room, but keep in mind, they will
add to your electric usage. Most
importantly, use space heaters
safely to avoid the risk of
burns and fire. If you plan to
use a space heater, make sure
it fits your needs and use it with
it safety in mind. Safe Electricity offers these tips:
• Look for one that stops
heating if it is tipped over.
Make sure the heater has been tested by a nationally recognized laboratory and includes up-to-date safety features.

Director Gold
Acheson Continues
Education
Director Gold recognizes directors who have
already earned their Credentialed Cooperative
Acheson
Director (CCD) or Board Leadership Certificate
(BLC) and who wish to continue to learn throughout their service
on the board. The Director Gold must be maintained to continue
Director Gold status.
Director Alan Acheson of Rushville has continued his education to
maintain his Director Gold status through the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA).
Director Gold includes a continuing
education requirement which calls for
directors to earn three credits of approved course work and/or conferences
every two years to maintain their Director Gold status.
“The Director Gold certificate is geared
toward directors who are committed to continuing their education
beyond CCD and BLC and who desire a tangible credential that reinforces their stature as part of an experienced and educated group
of directors,” said Jim Thompson, General Manager.

• Place your space heater on a hard, level surface out of
high traffic areas and away from flammable materials. Keep
it at least three feet from furniture, bedding, or drapes.

HIGHLY TRAINED
EXPERTS IN
CUSTOMER
SATISFACTION.

THERE’S A
SCIENCE
TO SILENCE.

• Consider placement if you have children or pets, and
make sure cords are not placed under rugs or carpet as they
could cause a tripping hazard.
• Always plug your heater directly into an outlet rather
than using an extension cord. When plugging in your space
heater, make sure that your plug fits snugly in the outlet.
• Use the heater in areas that are continually occupied.
Always turn off your heater completely if you are not in a
nearby area to monitor it. Turn it off before you go to sleep.
• Don’t use your space heater in areas that may become
wet, such as bathrooms or kitchens.
• If your heater requires fuel, make sure that you use
the kind specified by the manufacturer, and that it’s properly vented to avoid getting deadly carbon monoxide in the
home. (907562-001)
• If you have suspicions that your heater may be damaged
in some way, stop use immediately. Make sure that you have
working smoke and carbon monoxide alarms at every level
of the home. It is especially important that you have alarms
installed near bedrooms to protect you while you sleep.
Check every six months that each alarm has fresh batteries.
For more information on electrical fire safety,
visit SafeElectricity.org.
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Kenneth Yoder
217.322.8953

2833 N 1300th Ave
Clayton, IL 62324
Fax 217.894.6290

Ponds, Dry Dams, Clearing, Tile Repair & General Excavating

Loan Program
Adams Electric offers loans for geothermal heat
pumps, air-to-air heat pumps, energy-efficient windows, doors, insulation, and even back-up generators.
Rates are very reasonable. Call (800) 232-4797 for
more details.
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Penny Power Brings Change
to Our Communities

Electrical Safety Checklist

Thirty-two applications for Penny Power grants were approved by
the grant review committee on July 19 for a total of $9,020. Another
22 grants were approved on October 18 for $8,724.09 in grants.

Nearly half of all home fires occur during winter months. Take a few minutes to identify
and correct any potential electrical hazards to ensure the safety of your home.

The following groups received funds in July:
$225 – Southeastern School; equipment for 6th grade science lab
$200 – Southeastern School; improve 7th-9th grade
classroom library
$225 – Southeastern School; alternative seating for 2nd grade
classroom reading corner
$250 – Southeastern School; kindergarten classroom rug
$450 – Southeastern School; chemicals and electronic balances
for high school science department
$200 – Southeastern School; elementary school math manipulatives
$150 – Liberty Schools; lighting pathway to track field
$260 – Liberty Schools; Sphero Robots
$180 – Schuyler County Humane Society; chew-proof dog beds in kennels
$450 – Adams County Farm Bureau Foundation; Ag in the
Classroom program
$400 – Western IL Dream Factory; Christmas party for children and 		
families in the program
$400 – Mid-America Military Salute; annual event honoring veterans
$420 – Kingston Park Cemetery; memorial for veterans
$150 – St. James Lutheran School; keyboard tutors/storage bins
$300 – Living Faith United Methodist Church; Southeastern
Backpack Project
$150 – Adams County 4-H Foundation; professionally printed palm cards
$265 – Friends of Mt. Sterling Parks; landscaping at Joel Oliver
Memorial Pool
$200 – Adams School; educational field trips for special education 		
cross categorical room
$300 – Sunset Home; tables for Sunset Hall community room
$250 – Midwest Quilters/Quilts of Valor Foundation; quilting supplies
$200 – Princess Theater Foundation; foundation repairs
$200 – Early Childhood Center; classroom block area manipulatives
$260 – Clayton Public Library; chairs for computer patrons
$350 – Blessed Sacrament School; classroom tower garden
$185 – Brown County Elementary School; Music Express magazine
$250 – Quincy Police Dept. Auxiliary; equipment for auxiliary officers
$370 – Lincoln-Douglas Elementary School; teaching materials for
kindergarten classroom
$200 – Quincy Art Center; art workshops
$430 – Central Junior/Senior High School; hardcover picture books
$290 – Central Junior/Senior High School; dance line uniforms
$400 – Quincy Community Theater; 2018-2019 outreach program
$460 – Transitions of Western IL; convertible staircase used to provide 		
physical therapy services

SWITCHES AND OUTLETS

The following groups/organizations received funds in October:
$300 – Southeastern School; kindergarten classroom rug
$450 – Southeastern School; social studies and geography
classroom materials
$450 – My Brothas and My Sistas Keeper; hygiene baskets for low 		
income families served by Quincy Jr. and Sr. High Schools
$200 – Payson-Seymour School; digital Spanish text book
$400 – Payson-Seymour School; Chromebooks
$331.96 – Payson-Seymour School; camera and lens for graphics class
$500 – Bursting Bubbles; anti-bullying/suicide prevention program
$189.13 – St. Mary Pre-K School; materials to teach Pre-K letter skills
$350 – Immanuel/Trinity Kids Club; supplies for after-school program
$625 – Quincy Concert Band; music and publicity expenses for their 		
free concerts
$488 – Quincy Public Schools; microphones to support Soundfield 		
systems in co-teaching classrooms
$600 – Quincy Catholic Grade Schools; Reading Recovery program
$165 – Unity Elementary School; Lego sets for special needs/
at-risk children
$200 – Schuyler County Birth to Three Program; age-appropriate 		
books to give to families during home visits
$600 – Rooney Elementary School; iPads
$100 – Girl Scout Troop 5382; homemade activity books to donate to 		
children in the Blessing Hospital pediatric unit
$600 – Toys for Tots; toys for children of families in need
$425 – Central Jr/Sr High School IRC; books for library
$200 – Four Star Public Library Foundation; STEM kits for students
$500 – Greater West Central Library/Golden; iPads and software for 		
library patrons
$500 – Greater West Central Library/
Plymouth; seating for
library patrons
$550 – Lincoln-Douglas Elementary
School; teaching materials for
kindergarten classroom

• Are any switches or outlets warm to the touch?
Warm switches or outlets indicate an unsafe wiring condition.

YES NO

• Are any outlets or switches discolored?
Discoloration indicates dangerous heat buildup at these connections.

YES NO

• Do plugs fit snugly into outlets?
Loose-fitting plugs can cause overheating and fires.

YES NO

CORDS
• Are any cords cracked, frayed or damaged?
Damaged cords can expose wires, causing shock or fire hazard.
• Are any cords pinched by furniture or windows,
or attached to anything with staples or nails?
Pinching and/or stapling cords can damage the
insulation, causing shock or fire hazard.
• Do you use extension cords on a permanent basis?
Extension cords should only be used temporarily.

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO

ELECTRIC PANEL
• Do you have recurring tripped circuit breakers or blown fuses?
If yes, this could indicate you’re exceeding a safe level of electrical current.

YES NO

• Do you have arc fault circuit interrupters (AFCIs)?
AFCIs provide greater fire protection.
Check your circuit breakers for the AFCI label.

YES NO

Penny Power grants to date now
total

$459,834.07!

The next deadline to apply for a
Penny Power grant is January 7,
2019. For more information,
contact Bill Stalder at (217) 509-7760.
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Please note this is not a comprehensive safety checklist.
Visit ESFI.org for more information.
Source: ESFI
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Home automation devices provide
comfort and convience. Some of these
offer ways to save money and energy.
Where do you even begin and is it
something for everyone?
Thirty years ago, only the most
tech-savvy users had a smart home.
The features were controlled by an
industrial computer and you had to
know some programming just to operate a single device.
Fortunately, today we have the
internet and wi-fi. These two developments have spawned a wide number
of creations. Most devices have a
very simple setup. In many cases, you
power up the new device, identify
your wi-fi connection, and enter your
wi-fi password. Usually there’s an app
for your smartphone which simplifies
setup and control.
Besides being super cool and extremely convenient, some smart home
features save energy. More specifically, systems that control your thermostat, lighting, water heater, switches,
room air conditioners, refrigerators,

8 • Adams Outlet • December 2018

freezers, laundry equipment, and
power strips are the best places to start
if you’re looking to save money.
Saving money can be easier than
you think. Rather than remembering
to unplug electronics or turn down the
heat when you leave for an extended
period of time, devices can do the
work for you.
Simple items like smart power
strips can reduce the drain from
“energy vampires,” like electronics,
that continue to use energy even when
turned off but still plugged in.
Another easy one is using sleep
mode and the power saving features
on a computer.
A programmable thermostat
reduces the waste of heating or
cooling an empty home. Set it for
the time you’ll be gone and to
adjust the temperature right before
you return so you come back to a
comfortable home.
“Around half of all thermostats
sold today are smart thermostats.
These devices can learn your prefer-

ences and adjust the thermostat when
you are not home,” said Brian Sloboda, program and product line manager
for National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA).
A Nest app, for example owned
by Google, created by Nest Labs and
linked only to the Nest thermostat, has
several useful features. You change
your temperature by using your smart
phone, iPad, or iTouch––whether at
work or on your couch. Or, if you
have a virtual voice assistant such as
an Amazon Alexa, the thermostat can
be controlled by voice. App users can
view and edit a thermostat schedule
and keep an eye on energy history.
You can also opt to receive extreme
temperature alerts if your house is too
cold or too hot. A Nest thermostat can
also switch to auxiliary heat during
extreme conditions if you have a
heat pump. In addition, there is an
option for smoke and carbon
monoxide alerts.
Advanced window controls can
lower the cost of heating or cooling,
depending on the season. Sensors can
automatically adjust the amount of
sunlight that enters in through windows. During the winter, the thermostat can be lowered as the warmth
from the sun heats the home during
peak sunlight.
Light controls reduce wasted
energy used to light rooms that are
not occupied. Sensors detect when
you have left a room so the lights turn
off once no motion is detected for a
certain period of time. For the greatest efficiency, use compact fluorescent
lamp (CFL) or LED bulbs.
Virtual voice assistants like Amazon’s Alexa and Echo, Google Assistant and Apple HomeKit help simplify
life. With more than 900 manufacturers marketing over 4,000 connected
devices, voice command technology is a way to avoid a collection of
remotes. Smart speaker technology is
primarily used to answer questions,
check the weather, get news updates
or play music.

“We’re seeing adoption of the
technology not necessarily for energysaving reasons, but for life-enhancing
applications, including some that help
elderly consumers maintain independence in their homes,” said Spencer
Sator, president and CEO of Crimson
Consulting, an NRECA energy efficiency advisor.
Apps can provide useful insight
into how your devices impact your
electric bill. Adams Electric’s Member
Link app transmits utility data enabling
members to see near real-time information about their energy use. Essentially,
this app helps members better understand how and when they use energy.
The app uses the same data as Adams
Electric’s web portal. Members can
also pay their electric bill using their
mobile device and can view
their balance.
Remember, with many smart
home advances, energy use is
secondary to convenience.

Check out Smarthome.com
online for a whole array of devices.
It’s a great place to see what’s possible.
“I don’t think many people
want infinite control over dozens
of appliances and systems in their
homes,” said Sator.
“What we really want is ‘set it
and forget it,’ features that we don’t
have to actively manage,” said Sator. “The best devices get installed,
adjusted and the consumer can
walk away and still potentially save
some energy.”
For more information on energy efficiency, visit EfficiencyResource.org or SafeElectricity.org.

JUST FOR FUN,
here’s a few things that
can be automated:

• Use a single remote to turn down
the lights, adjust the sound and
start the DVD player for a home
theater experience.
• Install electronic mouse traps
with notifications.
• Play quiet relaxation music in one
room of the house and party music
out on the deck from one audio source
storing all of your music genres.
• Water your landscape and garden
with a timer that allows for multiple
short cycles, allowing water to soak
into the soil, adjusted for your soil
and rainfall.
• Have your toilet automatically
refreshed at scheduled intervals.
• Adjust all of your lighting in your
home, garage and landscaping from
anywhere in the house or automatically on a schedule. Even set lights
to dim in a child’s room as they
go to sleep.
• Use a robot vacuum
and electric dustpans to
make cleaning easier.
• Track your pet’s activity and
sleep levels to provide data to
your vet. Pet bowls can now
identify the pet approaching
and only open for the
intended animal.
• Feel more secure as your
home lighting comes on as
your garage door opens. Have
random lights go on and off
while you’re on vacation or
install a fake TV that simulates the light from a TV. View
security cameras that detect
movement using your phone.
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Energy Efficient
Gift Ideas that

SAVE MONEY

This holiday
season, why not
give friends and
family a gift that will save them money
all year long? The Energy Education
Council has gift suggestions that decrease energy use and increase savings:
• Energy Star Products – New
electronics are popular holiday gifts. If
you plan on buying a computer, television, or home theater components, do
them a favor and buy an Energy Star
product. Energy Star products use at
least 20 percent less energy. They are
tested for performance and features too,
not just efficiency.
• Smart Power Strips – Your
friends may need a new power strip for
new electronics they received for the
holidays. A smart power strip provides
additional receptacles and increases efficiency. A control unit, such as a television or computer, is plugged into one
outlet. The smart strip detects when the
control unit is off and shuts off power
to peripherals, like DVD players and
printers. Electronics that are turned off
sometimes still draw power. Electronics
that draw power when not in use can
add 10 percent to your final energy bill.
• Gift Certificates – Consider a
gift certificate for insulation and sealing
updates. In most homes, heating and
cooling is the largest part of the energy
bill. An insulation upgrade is one of the
most cost-effective ways to improve
home efficiency. You can also purchase
gift certificates from Adams Electric to
help them save on their electric bill!

Renewable Gadgets and
Toys – The popularity of renewable

•

and alternative energy is growing. Try
hand-crank flashlights and solar chargers. There are also a variety of toys
powered by renewables, such as solar
crickets and cars that use the power of
the sun to move.
For more efficiency tips,
visit EnergyEdCouncil.org.
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Friday, December 7th
4pm—7pm
at 20th & Broadway, Quincy, IL
by Mrs. Tom Kuhn
In 1971, our oldest
son was six years old
and the only thing he
wanted for Christmas was a real live
pony. Being like
a lot of mothers,
I was not much
in favor of this,
feeling he was
just too young.
My husband felt
differently and
told him he’d see how Santa felt about
the pony. My husband made a phone call to a friend, Harold Lewis,
and told him of the situation. Harold said, “Well, I have a very gentle
pony that I think would be a good one for your children. She’s small, well
behaved, and very friendly.” I’m not real sure who really wanted the pony
the most, the boy or his dad. However, he convinced me that everything
would be ok and to think about how disappointed the little guy would be
if Santa didn’t bring a pony.
A few days before Christmas, Mr. Lewis delivered Gin, the pony, to
our neighbor, Floyd Furry, who graciously agreed to care for the animal
until Christmas. On that very cold and snowy Christmas morning, Mr.
Furry came walking up the road shaking a belt of sleigh bells and very
loudly saying, “Ho, Ho, Ho,” leading Gin, all decked out with a huge
bright red velvet bow around its neck (made by Mrs. Furry). Our children
ran to the window and our son wasted no time throwing on a coat and
boots and running to meet them.
But the scene I will never forget was this older gentleman with the
most warm, kind, and glowing face and smile leading a child’s Christmas
dream into our driveway. I’ve often wondered to myself who really had
the most fun that cold Christmas morning, the children, their dad, or the
older neighbor, Mr. Furry. For many years, he told us that was a Christmas
he’d never forget. We had that pony for many years and had a lot of fun
with her. I do not have a picture of that morning, but I do have one of the
children with Gin at the Liberty Fall Celebration parade.

Have your family photo
taken with Santa Claus!
FREE with Donation to
Homeward Bound Waggin, Inc.
Normal Hours:

The Hearth Showroom @ 20th & Broadway, Quincy, IL: Mon 10am - 6pm, Tues Closed, Wed - Fri: 10am - 6pm
Saturday: 9am - 12pm
Mendon, IL Office - Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

www.brueningheating.com
www.facebook.com/brueningheatingandair
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Peppermint Mocha Cookies
Submitted by Laura Bergman

1/2 cup unsalted butter, softened
to room temperature
1/2 cup granulated sugar
1/2 cup packed light brown sugar
1 lg. egg, at room temperature
1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. peppermint extract
1 cup flour
1/2 cup + 2 Tbsp. unsweetened
cocoa powder
1 tsp. baking soda
2 tsp. espresso powder or 1 Tbsp.
instant coffee granules
1/8 tsp. salt
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips
8 oz. white chocolate, coarsely chopped
3 lg. candy canes, crushed
In a large bowl, beat butter for 1 minute
on medium speed until smooth and
creamy. Add sugar and brown sugar and
beat until fluffy. Beat in egg, vanilla,
and peppermint extract on high speed.
Scrape down the sides and bottom of
the bowl as needed. In a separate bowl,
whisk flour, cocoa powder, baking soda,
espresso powder, and salt together. On
low speed, slowly mix into wet ingredients until combined. The dough will
be quite thick. Mix in chocolate chips.
The cookie dough will be sticky. Cover
dough tightly with plastic wrap and
chill for at least 3 hours or overnight.
Chilling is necessary for this cookie
dough. Remove cookie dough from
refrigerator and allow to sit at room
temperature for 20 minutes. Preheat
oven to 350 degrees. Line two large
baking sheets with parchment. Set
aside. Scoop and roll balls of dough,
about 1 1/2 Tbsp. of dough each. Place
on baking sheets. Bake for 8-9 minutes.
Allow to cool for 5 minutes. Transfer
to cooling rack to cool completely.
Melt white chocolate in microwave.
Melt in 15 second increments, stirring
after each increment until completely
melted and smooth. Dip each cookie
halfway into white chocolate and place
onto a parchment lined baking sheet.
Sprinkle with crushed candy canes on
top or chocolate. Repeat with remaining
cookies. Place in refrigerator to allow
chocolate to set.
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Peppermint
Mocha Cookies

No Bake Oreo
Truffles

Almond Bark Creations
Submitted by Frances Hughes

1 pkg. (24 oz.) almond bark
1 cup peanuts
1 cup Rice Krispies
1 cup miniature marshmallows
1 cup peanut butter
Melt almond bark in microwave for 2
minutes. Stir then microwave 2 minutes
more. Stir until smooth. Add remaining
ingredients. Stir. Drop by tablespoonsful onto wax paper and allow to cool
and dry.

No Bake Oreo Truffles
Submitted by Laura Bergman

1 pkg. (15.25 oz.) Oreos
1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, softened
12 oz. Baker’s white baking chocolate
Green food coloring
1/2 cup holiday sprinkles
Place Oreos in a food processor (in
batches) and process until fine crumbs
are formed. Mix in cream cheese until
well combined and dough is sticky. Roll
about 1 to 1 1/2 tablespoons of dough
into a ball and set on a platter. Freeze
balls for at least 30 minutes. Place Baker’s chocolate in a microwave safe bowl
and heat for 30 seconds at a time, stirring in between, until melted. Add about
5 drops of green food coloring and mix
until uniform in color. Line baking sheet
with wax paper. Remove 1-2 Oreo balls
from the freezer at a time. Drop them
into the chocolate and roll them around
with a fork. Slide the fork under the ball
and across the edge of the bowl to allow
the excess chocolate to drip off. Set on
baking sheet. Add sprinkles after dipping before the chocolate sets. Refrigerate the truffles for at least 10 minutes to
set. They should always stay chilled and
will stay fresh for up to 5 days in the
refrigerator or 3 months in the freezer.

Easy Coffee Cake
Submitted by Judy Lair

TECHNOLOGY TROUBLES?
CALL ADAMS EXPERTS!
• Virus/Spyware Removal
• System Tune Up
• Data Transfer
• Data Recovery
• Device Setup
• Hardware/Software Installation
• Laptop Screen Replacement

SM

217-696-4611

3555 N. 24th Street, Quincy | 405 Emminga Road, Golden

1 pkg. white cake mix (plus ingredients
called for on package)
2 Tbsp. cinnamon
1/2 cup sugar
Mix cake mix according to package directions. Pour half of prepared cake batter into greased and floured 9x13 inch
pan. Top with sugar and cinnamon. Pour
remaining cake batter over mixture.
Bake as directed on cake mix package.
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Meet Your
Employees
We’ve featured our directors. Now,
let’s feature our employees!

Alex
Mossman
Distribution
System Engineer
Working for you
since 2017

Tell us about yourself!
I’ve been married a year now
and have the sassiest two year
old ever, and the best wife
imaginable.
When I was a kid, I wanted
to be:
A pro baseball player
If I’ve learned anything
at all:
Listen before speaking
Describe the best vacation
you ever took:
Our 11 day honeymoon in
Greece where we visited Athens, Santorini, and Mykonos
If you had the starring role
in one film already made,
which movie would you pick
and why?
Any James Bond film. He’s
the man.
What are you most
talented at?
I’m a pretty solid talker
and golfer.

Christmas at the Mill

Dec. 1 (9am), Golden Windmill,
902 Prairie Mills Rd., Golden.
Vendor booths. Coffee, sweet
rolls, & sausage/gravy biscuits
at 8am. Soup, sandwiches,
dessert, & beverages until 3pm.
Lunch w/Santa from 11:30am12:30pm. Call (217) 696-4672 for
reservations with Santa. Stories
& activities after lunch. Silent
auction. Proceeds for windmill.

Deadlines:
Jan. Events........Dec. 1
Feb. Events.........Jan. 1
March Events...Feb. 1

Application Form

April Events......Mar. 1
May Events.......Apr. 1
June Events......May 1

Send event title, date(s), time(s), address, town,
brief description, cost (if any), and contact phone #.
Mail to: Attn: Laura, Adams Electric, P.O. Box 247,
Camp Point, IL 62320; call (800) 232-4797;
email: lbergman@adamselectric.coop;
or submit online at: adamselectric.coop

Dec. 1 (8:30-11:30am), Camp
Point United Methodist Church,
Liberty Christian Church, and
Salem Church Hall in Quincy. For
children PreK thru 5th grade to
shop in a safe environment for
Christmas gifts. Items are priced
from 50 cents to $4. Sponsored by
Adams County HCE since 1987.

Dec. 1 (10am), Quincy Mall.
Packet pick-up: Nov. 30 (5-7pm)
at mall fountain court. Race day
check-in & late registration (89:30am. Race at 10am in north
parking lot. Prizes for most festive
individual and group, overall top
finishers, age divisions & door
prizes. (217) 231-5674

The Snowman
Family Concert

Dec. 1 (3pm), Quincy Jr. High
Morrison Theater. “The Snowman”
animated film with live orchestra
music. Symphony Chorus and
Quincy Area Youth Chorus will join
the orchestra for a variety of jolly
songs & traditional carols. Bring
non-perishable items for Horizons
Food Pantry. More info at qsoa.org

2019 Youth to Washington Contest

Completed applications must be mailed to either Adams Electric Cooperative
or Adams Telephone Co-Operative and postmarked by Friday, February 22.
Contact information:

Kiddie Bazaar

Salvation Army
Ring-A-Bell
5K Run 2018

Adams Electric Cooperative & Adams Telephone Co-Operative’s

R

Laura Bergman
Adams Electric Cooperative
PO Box 247, Camp Point, IL 62320
(800) 232-4797

Crossroad Country Opry

Dec. 1 (7pm), Unity High School,
Mendon. Shows first Sat. of the
month thru May. $7.50 in advance,
$8 at the door. (217) 242-0972

Elf: The Musical

Al-Anon Meeting

Dec. 10 (7pm), Blessing Hospital.
Meets in Conference Room B
(basement).

Tech Tutor

Dec. 6-9, 13-16, Quincy
Community Theatre. Based on the
modern New Line Cinema classic.
(217) 222-3209

Dec. 12 (4pm), Quincy Public
Library. Learn about devices and/
or software. Sign up for a one hour
appointment with our Tech Tutor.
(217) 223-1309

St. Anthony Pancake
& Sausage Breakfast

Action Brown County
Winter Festival

Dec. 9 (7:30am-12pm), St.
Anthony Parish Hall. Adults: $7,
Children: $4, 5 and under are free.
Advance meat orders (sausage,
chops, ribs, cooked links) through
Dec. 3 by calling (217) 257-2108.

Christmas Pageant

Dec. 9 (2-3pm), Union United
Methodist Church, 1101 State,
Quincy. Christmas story told 		
through drama
and music.
Refreshments 		
served afterwards.

Dec. 14 (5-8pm), Mt. Sterling. Come
uptown and enjoy festivities all
around town. Visit our businesses
and check out the American Legion
for vendors.

Special Needs Bingo

Dec. 19 (6:30pm), Union United
Methodist Church, 1101 State,
Quincy. Bingo for those w/special
needs. All ages. Families &
caregivers welcome. Meet friends &
win prizes. No charge.

Bridgette Northern
Adams Telephone Co-Operative
PO Box 217, Golden, IL 62339
(877) 696-4611

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Parent(s) or Guardian(s) Name: ____________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code: _____________________________________________________________________
Home Number: _____________________________
Cell Number: _____________________________
Email Address: _____________________________
T-Shirt Size: ______________________________
High School: _______________________________
Grade: ___________________________________
Date of Birth: _______________________________
Age: _____________________________________
How did you hear about the program? _______________________________________________________
Using additional paper, please provide the following information:
1. Personal Achievement (Include both School & Non-School Activities)

Please list your participation in school-related activities, community involvement, religious, jobs, or other non-school related organizations. Include the organization, number of years, special awards, recognitions, accomplishments/remarks.

2. What are your plans after high school?
3. If you could change anything about your state, what would it be and why?
4. Cooperatives can provide any needed service such as electric, telephone, water, food, insurance, etc. Explain a
benefit of being a cooperative member.
5. If you win the Youth to Washington program, you may be asked to help promote the program to fellow
classmates next year. Describe one way you would promote the program. Be creative!
6. Why are you applying for the Youth Tour Program?
By completing and submitting this application, I verify my eligibility to attend Youth Day in Springfield. If chosen as a Youth Day
participant, I commit to the trip to Springfield. I also understand that if I should be selected as one of the winners of this contest, I
would take the all-expense paid tour of Washington, D.C.
___________________________________
Student’s Signature

___________________________________
Social Security Number*

I hereby give my consent for _____________________________ to participate in the “Youth to Washington” contest and take the
all-expense paid tour** to Washington, D.C. if selected as a winner.
___________________________________
Parent or Guardian’s Signature

Calendar of Events
14 • Adams Outlet • December 2018

___________________________________
Relationship

* The student’s social security number will only be used for security purposes should he/she win the trip to Washington, D.C.
** The entire tour will be properly chaperoned. Additional information regarding this program may be obtained from Laura Bergman at Adams Electric Cooperative or Bridgette Northern at
Adams Telephone Co-Operative.
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IF IT’S NOT INSULATED, NEITHER ARE YOU.

REPLACE, NEVER REPAIR, DAMAGED CORDS
Helping members use electricity safely,
that’s the power of your co-op membership.

Learn more from the experts themselves at TogetherWeSave.com.

