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It was like Christmas in my class this week
when we unveiled all the great new ABC toys.
They have been a
great addition to our
everyday practice
with identifying and
applying letters.
These particular toys
will be used for many
years to come too.
Your generosity is
greatly appreciated.
May all your good
works continue to
bless so many.
Gratefully and God
Bless!
Jenni Obert, PreK
Teacher, St. Mary’s
School
Thank you for the
Penny Power Grant
of $200! We were
able to purchase an
online textbook for our Spanish 1-4 classes. My students
and I have been using it and it is a great help to teach and
learn Spanish.
Thank you again for your generosity.
Liz Brown, Spanish 1-4 Teacher
I would like to extend our heartfelt thanks
to you and the members of your board for
the award of a $625 Penny Power grant
to the Quincy Concert Band.
John F. Schneider, President
Quincy Concert Band
Thank you for the (Penny Power) funds to support
the work of Ready. Set. Grow! West Central
Illinois. Funds will be used to purchase “Let’s
Talk!” onesies for babies, “Let’s Talk About
Food” bibs for babies and children’s books. The
educational materials will be given to families
in health department WIC programs in Adams,
Brown, Hancock, McDonough, Pike, and Schuyler
counties.
It is our goal that all parents know they
have the power to actually build the architecture
of their child’s brain through serve-and-return
interaction in the early years. It is another goal that parents
have books in the homes in order to grow the brain, increase
vocabulary, and promote school readiness.
With gratitude,
Jill Reis, Regional Superintendent of Schools
Jan Cory, Project Director of Ready. Set. Grow!
West Central Illinois
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We wanted to thank you for the generous donation (Penny
Power Grant). Due to your donation, we now have more
copies of some of our favorite novels. This allows us to have
choice in our reading units, which we love.
Thank you again!
Sincerely,
Mrs. Terwelp and Students, Quincy Junior High School
Thank you so much for including our library in your generous
grant contributions (Penny Power). Our patrons are thrilled
with the new seating.
Linda Switzer, Branch Librarian
Greater West Central Public Library Plymouth
Thank you so much for awarding our classroom one of your
Penny Power Grants. The grant enabled us to purchase a
child size couch and large bookstand. My students were
overjoyed to see
the new furniture
in the library area.
They couldn’t
wait to read books
with their friends
during center
time. It has helped
them with their
communication
skills because
they are able to sit
next to each other
and read a book
together. We have also seen more students frequent the library
area. This is due in part to the increased selection of books on
the new bookstand, and the coziness of the area. Thank you
again for your generosity.
Kay Tate, Early Childhood and Family Center

Office hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797
Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:

“Adams Electric Cooperative’s
mission is to strive to exceed our
members’ expectations by
providing safe, reliable and
affordable electric service in a
cooperative and environmentally
responsible manner.”
Board of Directors:
President
Roger Busen......................Timewell
Vice President
Rebecca Barlow.................. Clayton
Treasurer
Kris Farwell..................... Plymouth
Secretary
Laura Meyer......................... Liberty
Director
Alan Acheson................... Rushville
Director
Lyle Waner.......................... Loraine
Director
Jim Ward...................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Tom Travis........................... Payson
Director
Jim Benz............................... Quincy
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE................ Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton................. Rushville
Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe,
reliable service to over 8,700 members in
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock,
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit
and overseen by a board of directors elected
by the membership.
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Impacts of the Storms & Flooding
by Jim Thompson PE,

General Manager

With the rainy,
stormy weather and
flooding, members
have been asking
what impact this
weather has had on
the Cooperative.
Fortunately, from a service reliability
stand-point, the storms have had
minimal impact. One issue has just
been physically getting to the location
of the outages. We have had numerous
situations where the roads have been
impassable due to flooding. The
line personnel keep trying different
routes until they succeed. Once at the
location, the repair work may only
take a short time period, but other
times it can be a full day. Many of the
younger line personnel haven’t faced
this amount of flooding and may not
know the best routes to avoid some of
these issues.
We have had a few poles wash
out and/or break that can’t be repaired
until it dries up. We are fortunate
that we have redundancy in many of
these areas where we can isolate the
problem and feed from an alternate
direction. Where we don’t have this
convenience, we just have to do what
it takes to get the lines repaired and
service restored.
McDonough Power,
headquartered in Macomb, has been
receiving the brunt of the storms.
They have asked for help twice and
we were able to send four employees
to help with restoration for one of
these requests. At the time of the
second request, we had our hands full
with our own restoration efforts. We

both know we can count on each other
to help and reciprocate these requests
when needed. This relationship helps
for the benefit of both cooperatives.
With our service territory sitting
in between the Illinois River and the
Mississippi River, the flooding can
be a real problem. On the Mississippi
River, we have many river camps that
sit on the inside of the levy. These
locations will have to be accessed and
repaired once the river goes down.
Some years this doesn’t amount to
much work; other years it can be a
challenge. Fortunately, after the 1993
flood, the Cooperative rebuilt many of
these lines on the non-river side of the
levy with service drops over the top
of the levy to the river camps. This
effort has helped with the extent of the
damage to this point.
We are behind on regular pole
replacements that are in locations that
need to be dry simply because we
can’t get our equipment to them. We
face the same problems farmers do in
getting in the fields to replace poles
that do not sit along the road.
We are also behind on
underground trenching work orders
for new construction due to all the
rain. We will do our best to get to
them as quickly as possible for our
members.
All in all, we have been very
fortunate and the members have
been great to work with during this
frustrating weather pattern. Our farm
members have faced a much more
difficult time period than we have.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to
them. Hopefully, drier weather
will be upon us soon so we can all
get caught up.
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July 2019 • Adams Outlet • 3

Summer
Hours

for Line Crew

Each month, we hide one member’s
account number in the Adams Outlet.
If that member finds their account
number hidden in the Adams Outlet
and calls our billing department, he/
she is eligible for a $10 electric bill
credit. Keep in mind, your account
number printed on the back cover
as part of your label does not count.
That’s there for identification purposes. You must find your number
inside the Adams Outlet. Hint: It’s in
parentheses, usually at the end of a
paragraph like this: (999999-999)

But, here’s the best part!

Starting this month, as a suggestion
by one of our members, the bill credit will become progressive by $10
each month that it is not claimed. So,
if the $10 bill credit is not claimed
from the July issue, the credit for the
August Adams Outlet for a different
member will increase to $20. Each
month that it is not claimed, it will
increase by $10 until we reach a total
of $100. If the credit reaches $100
and it is not claimed, we will start
again at $10. At any time that the
credit is claimed, the next month will
begin again at $10.
The only draw back is we will have
to shorten the amount of time you
have to claim the credit. We have to
know before print time if we need to
increase the amount. So, check your
Adams Outlet right away!
Account numbers are randomly
drawn through our computer system.
Employees are not eligible to win.
If you have any questions, please
contact Laura Bergman at (217)
509-7761.

Have fun and good luck!
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Due to the hot weather,
Engineering and
Operations line crews
will be working from
6:00am-2:30pm from
July 1 thru August 23.
The Adams Electric
Cooperative Office
will be open as usual
from 7:30am-4:00pm
Monday-Friday.

Adams Electric’s
office will be closed

July 4, 2019
to celebrate
Independence Day.
If you have
an outage,
call (217) 593-7701
or (800) 232-4797.

Credit Card
Payments
If your bill is paid
automatically each
month with your credit
card, make sure you
update your card on
file with Adams
Electric when your
card expires.

Notification:
Assignment of 2018 Margins
Assignments of 2018 margins to
members doing business with Adams
Electric Cooperative have been calculated. A total of $1,426,912 of margins
has been allocated as capital credits for
the year 2018. Of this amount, $527,208
was Cooperative capital credits and
$899,704 was power supplier capital
credits. The power supplier capital
credit is the amount that was allocated
to the Cooperative from Prairie Power,
our cooperative-owned power supplier.
The Cooperative has calculated each
member’s share of the total margins
and credited that amount to your capital
credit account.
Allocation notices will be sent to
each member who received service
during 2018. These notices will inform
you of your share of the total capital
credits. This amount is only an accounting credit. It cannot be claimed at the
present time nor can it be applied
against your current electric bill.
The board of directors reviews the
financial condition of the Cooperative

before determining when and how much
capital credits can be returned to the
members. In December 2018, the Cooperative paid all capital credits for 1991.
The return of power supplier capital
credits may be on a different cycle than
the Cooperative capital credits. It will
depend on when Prairie Power returns
those capital credits to the Cooperative.
Please remember, you must be a
member and have service in your name
to have capital credits assigned. If you
are receiving electric service in someone
else’s membership or the service is in
the name of a deceased person, you will
not receive capital credits. The capital
credit check will always be issued in the
name of the person on the membership
or the estate of a deceased member.
If you ever move off Cooperative
lines, please provide us with your new
address so we can send your future capital credit checks. Please contact Steve
Jennings, Manager of Finance, at (217)
509-7750 if you have any questions.

Be Aware of Electrical Dangers
During Flooding
F

looding can be caused by heavy
rains and rising river levels. Floods
can pose electrical dangers for you
and your family.
Molly Hall, executive director of the
Energy Education Council’s Safe
Electricity program says, “If flood waters have made it into your home, it is
critical to be alert to electrical equipment that could be energized and in
contact with water, as it can create a
serious danger of electrocution.”
The prospect of an electrical accident
is probably not top of mind when
you are dealing with flooding in your
home, but it is the first thing you
should think of before you step into
a flooded area. Hall adds, “If there is
any question the water could be energized, do not enter the area.”
Here are some additional suggestions
from Safe Electricity to help keep you
and your family safe during a flood:
1. Never attempt to turn off power at
the breaker box if you must stand
in water to do so. If you cannot
reach your breaker box safely,
call your electric utility to shut off
power at the meter.
2. Never use electric appliances or
touch electric wires, switches, or

fuses when you are wet or when
you are standing in water.
3. Keep electric tools and equipment
at least 10 feet away from wet
surfaces. Do not use electric yard
tools if it is raining or the ground
is wet.
In addition to the dangers flooding
presents in a home, there are many
others to consider during a flood, like:
1. Never drive into flood waters
because it is very difficult to tell
by sight how deep floodwaters
are. It only takes 6 inches of water
for your car to lose control and
stall. Your car could be swept
out of control and into electrical
dangers.
2. Also, do not enter flood waters
on foot or in a boat. Flood waters hold unknown dangers. The
water could be energized or could
sweep you into electrical equipment. Just 6 inches of moving
water can knock you off your feet.
3. If you see downed power lines or
damaged equipment, stay away,
warn others to stay away, and
notify the authorities.

If you are in a flood-prone area, there
are some steps you can take before
flooding begins:
1. One action you can take is to
have a sump pump with a back-up
battery in case the power goes out
so that an alarm to alerts you of
flooding.
2. You can elevate the water heater,
electric panel, and furnace to
keep them clear of potential flood
waters.
The Extension Disaster Education
Network (EDEN) is also a great
resource to access when it comes
to natural disasters. Visit the EDEN
website at eden.lsu.edu to find disaster
preparation and recovery information
specific to your state.
Safe Electricity also recommends installing ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) on outdoor outlets and
indoor outlets in areas of the house
that are prone to flooding such as the
basement. GFCIs should also be installed in rooms with heavy water use
such as the laundry room, bathroom,
and kitchen areas.
For more information on avoiding
electrical hazards during a flood,
visit SafeElectricity.org.
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This list is continued from the June Adams Outlet
Find a complete listing and a form to submit more information
on our website: adamselectric.coop

Lost Members
List
Do you know any of these people?
MATHEWS, MARTHA R
MATTHEWS, PATSY A EST
MATSON, HARLOW A
MAYER, KEVIN A
MCCLAIN, WILMA
MCCLURE, JOHN
MCGARTLAND, RAY
MCGOLDRICK, DIXIE L
MCGOWAN, DOROTHY A
MCNUTT, MARY F
MCVEY, BRADLEY W
MEDLEY, MARK A
MELVIN, DONALD K
MEYER, DORIS
MEYER, TERESA A
MILFORD, MARK E
MILHAUSER, MELVIN E
MILLER, CRAIG A
MILLER, DENA C
MILLER, HAROLD E
MILLER, HARRY J
MILLER, LESTER V
MILLER, MICHAEL L
MILLER, BEN D
MILLIGAN, JOHN
MILTON, GALE R
MIXER, MARK L
MONAHAN, KATHLEEN E
MOORE, VINCENT E
MOORE, TAWNYA M
MOORMAN, JOHN T
MORGAN, EDWIN F
MORRIS, KATHRYN E
MORRIS, DEAN A
MORRISON, CAROL
MORRISON, JON
MORTON, MARY L
MOTT, DONALD L
MURFIN, MARGIE B
MUSSON, DENNIS C
MUTZL, EDWARD A
MYERS, MARION E
NAGEL, JOHN F
NEIL, DUANE EST
NEISEN, ERIC M
NEISEN, BRAD
NEWELL, WAYNE E
NICHOLS, LYNN N
NOBLE, DWIGHT
NOMIKOS, JIM A
NORTON, GARY N
NUTT, ROBERT J
OAKLEY, JOHN M
OAKMAN, KATHRYN V
OCONNOR FARM
OLSON, JACK T
OTTO, PAUL D
OULSON, JERRY W
OULSON, JERRY W
OWENS, JAMES D
OWENS, MARIANNE
PAGAN, ALBERT R
PARK, WILLIAM K
PARKE, STEVE R
PARKE, STEPHEN W
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PARKER, J F EST
PARKS, TIMOTHY R
PARRISH, ERIC W
PARRISH, RICHARD W
PATRICK, GORMAN E
PAYTON, RUBY E
PEPPER, KEVIN L
PERRY, HENRY L
PETERSON, MELBA
PEZZELLA, DAVID
PHILLIPS, DENNIS N
PHILLIPS, GEORGE H
PHILLIPS, CAROL S
PHILLIPS, TIMOTHY M
PIERCE FARMS
PINDELL, MARTHA J
PITTMAN, A JOHN
PLATT, JO ANN
PLATT, THEODORE W
POWELL, NORA K
PREWETT, GARY E
PRICE, FRANK L
PRICE, MICHAEL D
PROSKE, DONALD W
PRUITT, DAVID LEE
PULLAM, MICHELLE R
PULLAM, MARC S
Q PETROLEUM COLORADO
QUESENBERRY, JAMES R
RABE, DEBRA A
RAMSEY, VERONICA M
REASON, TRINA R EST
REBBE, LARRY D
REED, BRYAN D
REIS, DANIEL E
REISCHE, CHRIS W
REN, HEATHER A
RENTMEISTER, DONALD K
REYNOLDS, ROBERT L
RICE, JAMES C
RICE, SCOTT R
RICHARDS, NICHOLAS G
RICHMILLER, BERTHA E
RIGG, SHELBY SUE
RIHERD, EDITH K
RINGENBERG, DON R
RISSER, MARY A
RITCHEY, TIMOTHY A
RITCHIE, F M
RITTER, WILLIAM J
RIVES, MATTHEW E
ROBBINS, MARTHA H
ROBERTS, BILL D
ROBERTS, LARRY W
ROBERTS, TEENA M
ROBERTSON, HARRIETTE
ROBINSON, RALEIGH
ROSSMILLER, JUDY D
ROWSEY, JAY TEE
RUFFCORN, DELORIS
RUSSO, FRANK A
RUZICKA, JEFFREY M
SALRIN, JEAN
SAMUELS, TINA M
SANDERS, LYNDON L

www.brueningheating.com

This is a list of members who did not leave us a forwarding address.
Or, in some cases, a trustee has not yet been identified. Please call
Adams Electric at (800) 232-4797 or visit adamselectric.coop if you
have any information (current address, phone number, etc.) for any of
the former members listed.
SANDERS, TERRY L
SARGENT, WM KENNETH
SASS, DOROTHY V
SASS, DENISE E
SASSEN, EUGENE K
SCARBER, JACQUELYN M
SCHAFFER, KEVIN C
SCHLENKER, AARON T
SCHMOLL, JOYCE E
SCHNEIDER, JOHN T
SCHREIBER, RICK G
SCHROEDER, BRENDA M
SCHROEDER, GARY J
SCHURFELD, LARRY H
SCOTT, CINDY L
SCRANTON, RICHARD A
SEALOCK, RUSSELL L
SEGER, MILDRED M
SEYDEL, JENNIFER
SHEELY, ROBERT D
SHEURMAN, DAVID D
SHORE, KERRY M
SHORT, ROBERT E
SIMMONS, DARWIN E
SIMMONS, RUSSELL K
SIMPSON, SUSAN K
SMAY, GLADYS H B EST
SMITH, CARL E
SMITH, DAWN
SMITH, RONALD N
SODERSTROM, DAVID E
SORRELLS, MERVIN EST
SPANGLER, TERRY W
SPOONMORE, CRAIG
SPRAGUE, DAVID R
SPRAGUE, MARK K
STARK, RUSSELL O
STEFFEN, DUANE E
STEGEMAN, BARBARA L
STEPHENS, JODELL
STEPHENS, DIANE
STEVENSON, MARK E
STEWART, RANDY L
STICKLER, JOHN J
STIEF, K CHRISTINE
STILLE, MAGDALENE M
STIVERS, DONALD J
STOCK, THOMAS C
STOCKWELL, ROBERT E
STOLTE, NENA F
STONE, JAMES J
STOVER, GORDON T
STREIT, MARTY M
STUDER, DENNIS W
STUTZMAN, RAYMOND P
SULLIVAN, APRIL E
SURRATT, LAWRENCE
SUTHERLAND, KAY M

SWANGER, SHERMAN
SWANSON, GARY R
SWARTZ, TERRY W
TABER, DAVID KENT
TAYLOR, WADE W
TAYLOR, TERRENCE M
TERRY, ALMA
THOMAS, HENRY E
THOMPSON, MARGARET
THOMPSON, DORIS
THOMPSON, MARK A
THOMPSON, FLORENCE E
THOMPSON, TODD A
THORBURN, CAROLYN S
TITTSWORTH, RANDY W
TRENTER, BILL P
TRESSLER, THOMAS M
TRIAD MINING CO
TRIAX CABLEVISION USA
TROYER, ELSIE
TRUSSELL, HAL B
TURNBAUGH, RUBY
TURNBAUGH, STACI R
TURNER, MICHELE L
TURNER, JON E
TURNER, LINDA L
TURNER, DANIEL W
UFKES, MARVIN
ULRICH, THOMAS J
ULRICH, JON A
UNGER, MARK H
UNGLESBEE, KENNETH D
UPPINGHOUSE, KERRI D
VANDENBOOM, SUSAN L
VANDENBOON, DARLA J
VANDER, HEIDEN THOMAS
VANFLEET, STEVE K
VAUGHN, CHERIE L
VENEGONI, RICHARD A
VERMEIRE, WILLIAM JOSEPH
VOGEL, ANGELA C
VOGELPOHL, WILLIAM R
VOLLMER, ROBERT W
VONBURG, BEATRICE C
VONDERHAAR, DON R
WALKER, DAVID W
WALKER, WILLARD E
WALKER, CANDACE J
WALLACE, PAMELA G
WALMSLEY, TIM D
WALSH, RICHARD A
WALTON, ROY G
WAND, STANLEY J
WARD, GARY D
WARD, CHRISTINA J
WARDLOW, AARON V
WARDLOW, JEFF J
WATERS, BETTY C

WEIHER, DONALD H
WELLING, CURTIS M
WELPER, TERRIE J
WELSH, WILLIAM P
WENGER, HELEN JANE
WHITE, WARREN A
WHITE, RAYMOND E
WIECHERT, JAMES G
WIEMELT, ROBERT DAVID
WIENHOFF, BERT
WILKEY, DEREK D
WILLIAMS, DAVID A
WILLIAMS, DELILAH E
WILLIAMS, JACK T
WILLIAMS, LARRY A
WILLIAMS, ROBERT R
WILLING, ROBERT L
WILLIS, DALE L
WILSON, KEVIN L
WILSON, TIMOTHY D
WINFIELD, CHARLENE R
WINFIELD, MICHAEL B
WINNER, DIANNA L
WINTERS, RICHARD M
WIREBACK B F
WISE, SANDRA J
WITTLAND, NATHAN I
WITTLER, MICHAEL L
WITTNER, MICHAEL E
WOODCOCK, SCOTT E
WOODS, ELLEN D
WOODWORTH, TOMMY L
WORTHAM, ROBERT W
WORTHINGTON, MAX L
WRESTLER, TERRY W
WRIGHT, MARK R
WYATT, JO R
WYATT ELECTRIC
WZLZ FM
YATES, LESLIE
YEAKEY, DORIS
YOUNG, BETH A
ZIMMERMAN, CHELSEA L
ZIRKELBACH, JOHN R

The following names have a
balance on their account.
BEASTON, TINA
COLON, XAVIER
GROVE, SAYDIE D
HENSON, KATHERINE
HOPKINSON, AMY J
LEWALLEN, JENNIFER L
MARTIN, THOMAS C
MASON, LAURA P
NASON, DALINA KAY
VANCE, PAUL J

Normal Hours:

The Hearth Showroom @ 20th & Broadway, Quincy, IL: Monday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Tues Closed, Wed - Fri 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. * Sunday Closed
Mendon, IL Office: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

www.facebook.com/brueningheatingandair

Kenneth Yoder
217.322.8953

2833 N 1300th Ave
Clayton, IL 62324
Fax 217.894.6290

Local, Dependable, & Trustworthy Since 1946

O ‘DO NNE L L’S
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, INC.
Ponds, Dry Dams, Clearing, Tile Repair & General Excavating

217-222-0049 www.odonnellspestcontrol.com

TECHNOLOGY TROUBLES?
CALL ADAMS EXPERTS!
• Virus/Spyware Removal
• System Tune Up
• Data Transfer
• Data Recovery
• Device Setup
• Hardware/Software Installation
• Laptop Screen Replacement

SM

217-696-4611

3555 N. 24th Street, Quincy | 405 Emminga Road, Golden
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With a gentle sway through the

water, koi fish swim with ease and
tranquility. They are a beautiful,
ornamental fish that sightseers
come to watch, feed, and photograph, but what makes koi so
special?
Koi fish are most common
in Japanese and Chinese culture.
They represent a spiritual form
of organization, good luck, and
fortune. More specifically, the
Chinese believe koi represent
good luck in business and
academics. In Japan, they are
valued also because they represent
a combination of power and peace.
They are very strong fish and yet
they never fight–they are extremely peaceful and live together perfectly, unlike many kinds of fish.
If koi do bring luck, it certainly
seems true for local koi owners,
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Jeff and Shelly Rasche, who are
probably more known for their
popular Windsong Acres, their
new addition for wedding venues,
Jeff’s pastoral work at Chaddock,
and Shelly’s flourishing art career.
They’ve both been successful in
business and academics.
The Rasches have owned koi
for about 14 years. Jeff purchases
most of his koi, which originate in
Japan, through Kodama Koi Farm
in Hawaii. Jeff explained that there
are continuous koi auctions online.
Koi look like giant gold fish
but are only somewhat related.
They are actually decendents of
carp. Carp are very common, but
what makes koi special is their
coloring and centuries of careful
breeding by specialized fish farmers in Japan. Koi range in price
greatly. The price depends on many
things. Buyers pay attention to
the healthiness of its skin, its size,
body shape, its color, and
how gracefully it swims.
Jeff explains, “Unlike koi purchased in
domestic fish stores, a
good quality one-yearold koi from Japan
will measure 12-18”,
and cost an average
of $100-350. Larger
fish with exceptional
color patterns often
bring thousands
of dollars.” The
most expensive
koi fish ever
sold was
worth $1.8
million. It

won “All Japan Koi Show Grand
Champion” in 2017.
The most important traits in a
koi fish are its size and color pattern. There are names for the color
varieties. For instance, a white fish
with a red pattern is called a “kohaku”. A white fish with a single
round red spot between the eyes
is called a “tancho”. Buyers look
for a big, very dramatic circular
red spot on the head that does
not cover the eyes. Jeff’s “tancho
showa” (left, in the cover photo),
has a very nice, centered, large red
patch but the fact that the circle is a
little bit heart-shaped rather than a
perfect circle is considered a flaw,
and detracts from the price of the
fish in an auction.
The orange (or reddish) fish
with a black pattern is called a “hi
utsuri”. Jeff’s hi utsuri (pictured on
the cover in the upper middle) was
purchased at a pet store. Its spots
are not solid. It’s a pretty fish, but
not as valuable as the others.
A Chagoi is often the most
mistaken for a carp. It’s usually
very large and very dull in color,
but they are the most friendly and
peaceful fish. Jeff’s Chagoi, which
Shelly named Bertha, is about 3334” long.
Jeff said, “Koi fish owners like
to have a Chagoi in their pond.
They lead the way and the others follow.” Chagoi are the easiest
to hand feed. They come to the
surface freely and often will like a
pat on the head. Fish are always in
competition for food, so the other
fish come to the surface with the
Chagoi. This is very beneficial be-

cause it allows owners to see their
fish up close, keep an eye on their
health, and check for parasites and
ulcers on their stomachs.
Koi breeding is taken very
seriously. Breeders will take two
$100,000 fish and put them together. Someone is hired to watch the
fish around the clock. Once breeding begins, the fish are interrupted
so the female isn’t harmed in the
process. She’ll lay about 100,000
eggs and the breeder will carefully
select about 10,000 of the fry once
they reach a length of about one
inch. Before the young are even a
year old, the selection process will
have narrowed down the group to
1,000 of the fish with the largest
size and best colors. Finally, the
remaining young fish are transferred to a one-acre muddy bottom
pond. The mud contains special
minerals to aid in the development
of their colors. After being raised
for one year, the breeder will keep
about 100 of the most promising
fish to grow out for 2-3 more years,
and sell the other 900 as year-old,
12-18” fish to dealers around the
world. The elite koi that the breeder keeps for the next 2-4 years will
eventually sell as fish from 20-36”
with price tags in the thousands
of dollars.
It’s best not to add koi to a
pond with other fish. When a large
number of any kind of fish are
introduced to a pond, they increase
the ammonia level which can poison all of the fish in the pond. Plus,
in some cases, other fish may not
be as friendly to the koi fish.
Koi are not typically an aquar-

Bertha, the Chagoi,

the friendliest fish owned
by the Rasches
ium fish unless it’s a
very large aquarium and
it’s not overcrowded. Koi are usually a cold water pond fish. Ponds
should be at least two to three feet
deep and several feet across ideally with at least 500-1000 gallons
of water per koi. Koi can survive
the winter even if the surface of
the pond freezes over, assuming
there is enough oxygen and good
water quality. The Rasches prevent
the water from freezing in winter
by covering the ponds with plastic
stretched over a wooden frame, and
also keeping the filtration running
year round.
New fish should always be
quarantined in a separate body
of water to make sure they are
healthy before introducing them to
other fish.
The Rasches take great care in
treating their koi pond. They have
a filtration system with two external pumps that recirculate 8,500
gallons of pond water each hour
non-stop. Each pump is 333 watts,
which comes to a little over $50
per month for electricity. For comparison, a normal family might use

8,000 gallons of water per month.
The pumps circulate the water
through the filters, where solids are
removed and bacteria chemically
break down ammonia to ammonia
nitrate (plant fertilizer), which is
absorbed by algae. Jeff has invested in a back-up generator so
the bacteria bed doesn’t die should
there be an extended outage.
The koi fish’s life span is about
50 years but in some cases they
have been known to live more than
100 years! The Rasche’s oldest fish
is close to 15 years old.
Jeff is a member of KOI (Koi
Organisation International) – he
has completed a series of courses
in filtration, water quality, koi
health, anatomy, and physiology to
become a certified koi keeper. He
has taught koi education through
John Wood Community College.
Those interested in learning more
can contact Jeff at (217) 257-9940.
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When your power stops, their job starts. Mike Olson,
Line Foreman, has been with Adams Electric since 1996.
His wife, Roxanne, spoke with Safe Electricity to share
her experiences.

When an electric line worker walks out

the door to go to an unusual job in hazardous work conditions at any time of day or
night, it is often a spouse who is holding
down the fort. Although not the only high
stakes profession out there, often the public does not realize the potential hazards in
the job of a line worker.
Electric linemen often do their job in
extreme or rugged conditions. Many love
the excitement and variety of their job and
take great pride in their work. But imagine
for a minute doing your work outdoors in
a hydraulic-powered bucket 40 feet up (or
in some locations line workers must physically climb the poles). Add to that extreme
weather conditions: for example, your
sweat is freezing and your feet are numb
while making precise repairs to an electric
line that when live, has nearly 7,200 volts
of electricity running through it.
Mike Olson has been a line worker
for most of the 24 years of marriage to his
wife, Roxanne. She is immensely proud of
her husband and his passion for his profession, but the sacrifices she has made and
concern for her husband are palpable. Not
that she ordinarily shares them or makes a
big deal out of them, but it’s apparent they
are always with her even though they are
camouflaged by her strong, have-it-alltogether exterior.
When considering a possible job
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change from
Member Services
to the line crew
at the electric
co-op where
he works, Roxanne uses the
word “concern”
to describe her
thoughts about
her husband
making that
change more than
two decades ago.
“Definitely concerned. Concern
because it’s a dangerous job,” Roxanne
said. “He can make a mistake at Member
Services or (doing) any little thing at home
and he’s okay, but you make a mistake
with high voltage and that’s it, there’s no
more,” she added while trying to hold in
her emotion.
“It’s life or death. We know he’s going to be working really long hours to get
people‘s power up, but at what expense,”
Roxanne asked rhetorically while keenly
aware of the sobering possibilities. How
has she dealt with the ups and downs of
seeing her husband walk out the door for
work hundreds of times, over and over
again? (489590-001)
“You have to trust the process,”
Roxanne said. “They train all the time.
They watch out for themselves. They

watch out for each other. Mike is definitely very good about that; he’s thorough
in watching over his team; his crew, but
when he’s working those long hours,
it’s just in the back of your mind,” she
shared. “They’ve been doing this a long
time. They know what they’re doing, but I
always tell him to be safe. Be safe.”
The flipside is how her husband’s profession has impacted her. “I’m pretty independent,” Roxanne said. “I feel like you
have to be… He does a lot to provide for
us, (so) I’m going to make sure he’s not
going to worry about us. I’m going to take
care of everything here.”
Next time the power goes out, remember that electric linemen are working as
efficiently and safely as possible to get all
of us back to business as usual. No one
knows that better than their spouses.

July 2019 • Adams Outlet • 11

Becky’s Cherry
Dream Squares

ADVERTISEMENT

Submitted by Director Becky Barlow
1 pkg. Pillsbury Plus White Cake Mix
1 1/4 cup rolled oats, divided
8 Tbsp. butter, divided
1 egg
21 oz. can cherry pie filling
1/2 cup chopped nuts
1/4 cup firmly packed brown sugar

Grilled
Pineapple

Heat oven to 350 degrees. Grease 13x9
pan. In large bowl, combine cake mix,
6 tablespoons softened butter, and 1 cup
rolled oats. Mix until crumbly. Set aside
1 cup crumbs for topping. To remaining
crumbs, add 1 egg; mix until blended.
Press into prepared pan. Pour cherry
pie filling over crust; spread to cover.
To reserved crumbs in large bowl, add
remaining 1/4 cup rolled oats, 2 tablespoon softened butter, nuts, and brown
sugar. Beat until mixed. Sprinkle over
cherry mixture. Bake at 350 degrees for
30-40 minutes or until golden brown.
Cool completely. If desired, serve with
whipped cream. Makes 12 servings.

Raspberry Pretzel Dessert
Submitted by Jeanette Geise

2 cups crushed pretzel sticks
1 (12 oz.) Cool Whip
3/4 stick butter, melted
1 (6 oz.) pkg. raspberry jello
1 cup + 3 Tbsp. sugar, divided
2 cups boiling water
8 oz. cream cheese, softened
2 (10 oz.) pkg. frozen raspberries
Mix pretzel, butter, and 3 Tbsp. sugar
together and press into a 9x13 pan.
Bake for 9 minutes at 350 degrees. Cool
crust. Cream together cream cheese,
1 cup sugar, and fold into Cool Whip.
Spread over cooled crust, being careful
not to move the crust. Dissolve raspberry jello in boiling water, take off heat,
and add frozen raspberries and stir well,
so that the jello thickens. Pour over the
cream cheese layer and chill. Contributor’s note: I usually make the day ahead
of when I need it.

Grilled Pineapple

Submitted by Laura Bergman
1 pineapple, cut into large wedges
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup butter, melted
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. vanilla
1 Tbsp. honey
Mix together brown sugar, butter,
cinnamon, vanilla, and honey. Place
pineapple on a large plate or pan. Using
a spoon or a brush, thoroughly glaze
each piece of pineapple with the brown
sugar mixture. Place skewers on a grill,
preheated to a medium-high temperature. Cook for about 5 minutes on each
side, or just until the sugar-glaze starts
to caramelize. Serve warm. Makes a
delicious appetizer, side dish, or dessert.

Apple Pie Suggestion:

Creamsicle Chiffon Pie

Eye Doctor Helps
Illinois
Legally Blind To See
High Technology For Low Vision Patients Allows Many To Drive Again

Submitted by Jan Barnhart

1/4 cup water
1 pkg. orange jello
2 (6 oz.) Orange Creamsicle yogurt
8 oz. Cool Whip
1 can mandarin oranges
1 graham cracker crust
Mix water and jello. Microwave 1
minute. Whisk in yogurt and Cool
Whip. Reserve 6 mandarin slices for
top. Chop remaining mandarin slices
into bite size. Fold into pie filling. Pour
into crust and refrigerate until pie sets
up. Top with mandarin orange slices.

Peaches & Cream

Submitted by Rosemary Gregory
1 1/2 cups flour
2 (3.5 oz.) pkgs. instant vanilla pudding
2 tsp. baking powder
2 eggs
1 cup milk
6 Tbsp. butter, melted
1 (28 oz.) can sliced peaches
2 (8 oz.) pkgs. cream cheese
1 cup + 2 Tbsp. sugar
1 tsp. cinnamon
Heat oven to 350 degrees. Stir together
pudding mix, flour, baking powder.
Combine eggs, milk, melted butter,
and dry ingredients. Mix well. Spread
in 9x13 pan. Drain peaches, reserving
2/3 cup liquid. Chop peaches, place on
top of batter. Beat cream cheese, 1 cup
sugar, and reserved juice. Pour over
peaches. Combine sugar and cinnamon,
sprinkle over top. Bake for 45 minutes.
Serve warm or cold.

will give you the independence you’ve
been looking for. Patients with vision
in the 20/200 range can many times be
improved to 20/50 or better.
Macular degeneration is the leading
cause of blindness and vision loss in
people over 50. Despite this, most adults
are not familiar with the condition. As
many as 25% of those over the age of 50
have some degree of macular degeneration. The macula is only one small part

F

or many patients with
macular degeneration
and other vision-related
conditions, the loss of central
visual detail also signals
the end to one of the last bastion of
independence: driving. A Mascoutah
optometrist, Dr. Marianne McDaniel,
is using miniaturized telescopes that
are mounted in glasses to help people
who have lost vision from macular
degeneration and other eye conditions.
Some patients consider Dr.
Marianne McDaniel the last stop for
people who have vision loss, one of only
a few doctors in the world who specialize
in fitting bioptic telescopes to help those
who have lost vision due to macular
degeneration, diabetic retinopathy, and
other debilitating eye diseases.
Imagine a pair of glasses that can
improve your vision enough to change
your life. If you’re a low vision patient,
you’ve probably not only imagined
them, but have been searching for
them. Bioptic telescopes may be the
breakthrough in optical technology that

A scene as it might be viewed by a person
with age-related macular degeneration.
of the retina; however, it is the most
sensitive and gives us sharp central
vision. When it degenerates, macular
degeneration leaves a blind spot right in
the center of vision, making it difficult
or impossible to recognize faces, read a
book, or pass the driver’s vision test.
Nine out of 10 people who have
macular degeneration have the dry form.
New research suggests vitamins can
help. The British medical journal BMC
Ophthalmology recently reported that
56% of patients treated with a high-dose

combination of vitamins experienced
improved vision after six months.
While age is the most significant risk
factor for developing the disease, heredity, smoking, cardiovascular disease, and
high blood pressure have also been identified as risk factors.
Macular degeneration accounts
for 90% of new legal blindness in the
U.S. While there is currently no cure,
promising research is being done on
many fronts. “My job is to figure out
everything and anything possible to keep
a person functioning, especially driving,” says Dr. McDaniel.
“Bioptic telescopes can cost over
$2,000,” said Dr. McDaniel, “especially
if we build them with an automatic
sunglass.”
“The major benefit of the bioptic
telescope is that the lens automatically
focuses on whatever you’re looking
at,” said Dr. McDaniel. “It’s like a
self-focusing camera, but much more
precise.”
To learn more about bioptic
telescopes or to schedule a consultation,
give Dr. McDaniel a call. You can also
visit Dr. McDaniel’s website.

www.lowvisionofsouthil.com

(618) 566-8899
Office located in
Mascoutah, Illinois

Marianne McDaniel, O.D.

When making apple pie, use three parts white to one part brown sugar
and try adding pumpkin pie spice instead of cinnamon and nutmeg.
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Tom Sawyer Days

My Favorite
Vacation

July 3-6, Hannibal, MO.
Hannibal Cannibal run,
volleyball tournament, cornhole
tournament, frog-jump contest,
Tom & Becky contest, huge craft
festival, carnival rides, music &
more.

FCA IL
Sports
Camp

Karl & Darleen Holtmeyer
Karl & Darlene will receive
a $5 electric bill credit for
sharing their favorite vacation
photo with us.
Next up:
Do you have a green thumb?
Show us a picture of your
flower garden! Feel free to tell
us about it! If we print your
photo, we’ll give you a $5
electric bill credit.
Mail to:
Adams Electric Cooperative
PO Box 247
Camp Point, IL 62320
Deadline: July 2, 2019
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July 8-11, Illinois
College. For
incoming 9-12
grade student
athletes of all
sports. Register
at WesternILFCA.org. Contact
Julie Ross at (217) 440-7677 for
scholarship information.

Kids’ Day

July 14 (1-5pm), Round Barn
Area Museum, Hwy 336 by
Adams Co. Fairgrounds,
Mendon. Petting zoo, rope
making, games at the log
cabin, Christmas in July with
a surprise, homemade candy,
live music & kettle korn. (217)
224-5336

Pleasant Grove
Homemade
Ice Cream Social
July 13 (3:30-7:30pm),
Pleasant Grove United
Methodist Church,
one mile south of
the Quincy airport.
Maid-rites, hot
dogs, strawberries,
homemade ice
cream, pie & cakes.
Air-conditioned
& handicapped
accessible. Free
will offering.
Carryouts available.

Dec. Events...Nov. 1
Jan. Events......Dec. 1
Feb. Events......Jan. 1

Send event title, date(s), time(s), address, town,
brief description, cost (if any), and contact phone #.

Mendon Lions
Tractor Pull

July 4, Adams
Co. Fairgrounds.
Garden tractors
at 11am. Truck &
tractor pull starts
at 12pm. All
proceeds for Unity
& Quincy FFA.

The best vacation we ever
took was to New Zealand
and Australia. We got to ride
in a hot air balloon and see
the kangaroos running on the
ground below us. We saw the
Sydney Opera House, took a
sailboat ride in Sydney Harbour,
swam and snorkled at the Great
Barrier Reef, and saw many,
many more interesting places
and people.

Deadlines:
Aug./Sept. Events.....July 1
October Events......Sept. 1
Nov. Events.........Oct. 1

Mail to: Attn: Laura, Adams Electric, P.O. Box 247,
Camp Point, IL 62320; call (800) 232-4797;
email: lbergman@adamselectric.coop;
or submit online at: adamselectric.coop

St. Joseph Homemade
Ice Cream Social

July 14 (4-10pm), St. Joseph
Church, 1435 E. 1500th St.,
Fowler. Games and fun for
the whole family. Sandwiches,
homemade ice cream, pies &
cakes. (217) 434-8442

Early Tin Dusters
“Cruise Night”

July 20 (5:30pm-Dusk), Harrison
HyVee, 12th & Harrison, Quincy.
All vehicles welcome. 50/50
drawing supports Camp Callahan.
HyVee gift card from Harrison
HyVee to one lucky winner.
Food & soft drinks available. Call
Richard at (217) 257-0482 for
more info.

Peace of Earth Concert
Featuring: Duke Oursler

July 20 (7-9pm), Happy Acre
Amphitheater, Peace of Earth
Lodge, 15503 Ray Rd., Rushville.
Local musician with his own
country/folk/rock sound.
Bring a blanket or chair, your
own beverages & snacks.
Admission fee. (217) 322-2865
or peaceofearth.net

24 x 30 with 6’ Porch
Gallery Blue & Gray

32 x 36 x 11
Bright White & Red

Huntsville Church
& Community Reunion

July 21 (5pm, supper at 6pm),
Weinberg-King State Park, Main
Shelter House, Augusta. Community
reunion and chance to visit with old
friends. Plates, cups, silverware,
and drinks provided. Pass the hat
for minimal expenses. (217) 3922403

St. Peter Lutheran Church
Ice Cream Social
July 21 (4pm), St. Peter Lutheran
Church, Coatsburg. Homemade ice
cream, sandwiches, and desserts.
Free will offering.

Adams Co. Fair

July 24-30, Adams Co. Fairgrounds,
Mendon. Round Barn will also
be open.

Ecumenical
Worship Service

July 28 (9am), Paloma Community
Center. Brunch to follow. Paloma
United Methodist is host, cosponsored by Coatsburg’s St. Peter
Lutheran Church.

FCA IL Leadership Camp
July 31, MacMurray College.
Spiritual and leadership training to
help student athletes grow in their
faith and learn about Doing Sports
God’s Way. Contact Julie Ross at
julieross@fca.org to register.

Calendar of Events
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