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Questions for the game were:
1. Why is it predicted that electric vehicles  
 will have 50% of the market by 2040?
Survey Says:
 No more stopping at gas stations
 No Oil Changes
 Better Acceleration
 Lower Emissions
 Electricity Costs Less
2. Why is wind power popular?
Survey Says:
 Clean Energy
 Helps Dry the Corn
 It has Lots of Fans
3. Why should members download the   
 Member Link App?
Survey Says:
 Win $100 Tonight
 Report Outages
 Convenient Way to Pay Your Bill
 View Outage Maps
 It’s Free
 View Usage
4. Name member benefits of the Outage   
 Management System.
Survey Says:
 Power Restore Notification
 Power Out Alert
 Estimated Restoral Time Alert
 Email & Text Notification
5. Why is the Cooperative adding more   
 Automation on its distribution system?
Survey Says:
 Member Business Continuity
 Enhance Reliability
 Shortens Outage Times
 Operational Efficiencies

 A big thank you to the employees for 
the hard work preparing for and ensuring 
that everything runs smoothly throughout the 
evening. A special thanks to Bill Stalder and 
Laura Bergman for coordinating the event.   
 A big thank you to the Community for 
Christ Assistance Center who helped serve 
the meal and the Sportsmen Club for helping 
with parking.
 We consider the annual meeting a very 
important event in which the members have 
the opportunity to vote on the people who 
represent them on the Board of Directors. 
The elected directors are members just like 
you with local interests in mind.  
 For more details on the Annual Meeting, 
please see the feature article on pages 8-10. 
If you have never been to the Cooperative’s 
Annual Meeting, please mark it on your 
calendar for next year. It is always the first 
Wednesday following Labor Day weekend 
which will be September 9, 2020. If anyone 
has any suggestions on how we can improve 
the Annual Meeting, please send me an email 
at jthompson@adamselectric.coop or call me 
at 1-800-232-4797.

We received Adams Electric’s Penny Power 
Grant check in the amount of $200. Thank 
you so much! These grant funds will enable
Transitions to purchase an Echo Play and 
related software for us in the classrooms at
Transitions School. The Echo Play will enable students to 
access music and games with the help of Alexa and help 
increase their skills of independence. 
Regards,
Barbara Baker Chapin, Director of Development
Transitions of Western Illinois

Thank you so much for granting a Penny Power grant to the 
fifth graders at Central Junior High School. Because of your 

generosity, we have been able to enjoy a 
program called #classroombookaday. 
Sincerely, 
Shannon Seneczko & Central Junior 
High School 5th Grade

The Community for Christ Assistance 
Center would like to thank you for the 

$106.37 grant we received to purchase a new cash register. 
This new cash register will help us run the thrift store 
better, which generates revenue to fund our food pantry and 
assistance programs. 
 Each month, we provide food baskets to approximately 
180 households, which includes 680 individuals, 40% of 
whom are children. In addition to groceries, we are able to 
provide an average of $6,220 in rent/mortgage and utility 
assistance, and car fuel for emergencies. Your thoughfulness 
in supporting our mission is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
Pat Heinecke, Director
Community for Christ Assistance Center

Thank you so much for choosing Central High School Cheer 
Squad to receive a Penny Power grant! Your donation 
allowed our new danceline to purchase gold tops for our 
uniforms. We enjoyed wearing these while performing and 
received many compliments! We greatly appreciate your help 
in getting a newly formed group started.
Sincerely,
Shannon Seneczko & The CHS Cheer Squad
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Board of Directors:
President
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
Vice President
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
Treasurer
Kris Farwell .................... Plymouth
Secretary
Laura Meyer ........................Liberty
Director
Eric Ewing ...................... Rushville
Director
Brent Clair .......................... Loraine
Director
Jim Ward ..................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Tom Travis .......................... Payson
Director
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy 
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,700 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.
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217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”

by Jim 
Thompson PE, 
General Manager
The Cooperative 
celebrated its 80th 
Annual Meeting 
with its members 
on Wednesday, 
September 4. The 
weather could not 

have been any better – quite a change 
from last year where we had the terrible 
storm roll through at the start of the 
business meeting. We registered 461 
members and served 1,119 plates of food. 
  Tim Hart provided the entertainment. 
We received many positive comments 
from members enjoying the music.  
 The members enjoyed many vendor 
displays, a great meal of roast beef 
prepared by the Butcher Block, many 
activities for the kids – bounce houses, 
ring toss, face painting, and shaved ice. 
It was great to see all the members and 
share with them at this special event. 
We try to make it a family atmosphere 
so everyone can have a great time. The 
annual meeting provides an opportunity 
for all the employees and directors to 
enjoy personal one-on-one conversation 
with our members.
 The Cooperative retired $400,000 in 
capital credits to our members that had 
service in 1992. The members attending 
the Annual Meeting were given the first 
opportunity to pick-up their check 
that night.  
 Two long-term directors, Alan 
Acheson and Lyle Waner, termed off the 
board. These two provided 21 years each 
of dedicated service to the membership. 
Replacing them will be Eric Ewing and 
Brent Clair. Laura Meyer was re-elected.
 Special thanks to John Sullivan, 
Director of Agriculture, for being a guest 
speaker and discussing agricultural issues 
in Illinois.
  President Roger Busen discussed our 
commitment to the members over the last 
80 years and continuing that commitment 
into the future. 
 Family Feud was played with two 
families competing against each other. 
The Transformer family led by Joyce 
Bockhold with family members Kristi 
Kirlin, Mike Olson, Brad Koenig, 
and Tara Neisen won the event. The 
Wiredhand family led by Peggy Koetters 
with family members Mike Ohnemus, 
Bill Stalder, Alex Mossman, and Tim 
Brecht were a “close second”. The goal 
of the game was to bring awareness to the 
membership of items of importance to 
the Cooperative. 

80th Annual MeetingThe members of the Golden American Legion would like to 
thank you and your committee for the (Penny Power) grant 
we received in the amount of $381.90. This gift enabled us 
to purchase rifle slings, gloves, and belts that we will use for 
military funerals. We furnish gloves and belts to any members 
who participates in our activities. This helps to offset their 
expenses. We greatly appreciate your support to the Golden 
American Legion. 
Sincerely,
Jerry Juilfs

On behalf of the Quincy Family YMCA, I am writing to 
thank you for the recent $500 donation (Penny Power Grant) 
received by the YMCA to be used for the YMCA Outdoor 
Fitness Path.
Sincerely,
Amy Adair, Development
Quincy Family YMCA

Thank you for your generous donation of $400 to help with 
our annual United Way Day of Caring. We are very thankful 
for the funds. Thank you for all that you do in support for 
agencies and the community.
Best,
Morgan Parker, United Way

Thank you so much for your recent Penny Power grant in 
the amount of $350. We are grateful for your support and 
proud of the trust it conveys. Cornerstone is a nonprofit 
mental health counseling agency serving clients of all ages 
and walks of life, including some specialized groups. One of 
these groups is at-risk school age kids who are experiencing 
social, emotional and behavioral problems that are keeping 
them from being successful in school, at home and in the 
community. This grant will go towards the intensive casework 
needed for some of these kids. 
Sincerely,
Kate Blair, Development Director
Cornerstone

Halloween Costumes

Have you made a homemade 

Halloween costume for yourself, child, 

or pet? Share your fun creations! 

Send us a photo. Include your name, 

the name of the person or pet in 

costume, and a short description. If 

we print your photo, we’ll give you 

a $5 electric bill credit. Mail to: 

Adams Electric, PO Box 247, 

Camp Point, IL 62320 or email: 

lbergman@adamselectric.coop. 

Deadline: November 1, 2019.



 
Welcome back, 
Terry Madison

 Members of Adams Electric’s Advisory Committee 
meet four times per year to discuss programs and new ideas 
proposed by the Cooperative. Committee members offer their 
thoughts from a member’s perspective.
 On Thursday, August 15, members of Adams Electric’s 
Advisory Committee met for a field trip to the St. Anthony 
substation. Members participated in Substation 101, learn-
ing how a substation gets power and steps it down for the 
distribution system. This included viewing the transformer 
that steps down voltage from 138,000 volts to 69,000 volts. 
They learned about voltage regulators which regulate voltage 
so everyone, whether close to the substation or further away, 
receives consistent voltage. They were able to see inside the 
control room and learned how Prairie Power, Inc. can control 
the substation remotely. In addition, they saw the different 
circuits/feeders which divide power to different parts of our 
system.  
 For more information about serving on Adams Electric’s 
Advisory Committee, call (217) 509-7760. 

Advisory Committee 
Members 

Toured Substation

Terry Madison has rejoined Adams 
Electric Cooperative as a part-time loca-
tor. Terry was previously with Adams 
Electric from February 2010 until April 
2016. Terry’s first day back was June 24. 
Welcome back, Terry!
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Ponds, Dry Dams, Clearing, Tile Repair & General Excavating

217.322.8953
Kenneth Yoder

Fax 217.894.6290

2833 N 1300th Ave
Clayton, IL 62324

(877) 938-7662
petersheatingandair.com

Fall Is Full      Household Choresof

Let us check
something off
your list!
 Rake & bag leaves

 Check smoke detector batteries

 Clean out drain gutters

 Call Peters Heating & Air

Twenty-one applications for Penny Power grants were 
approved for funding totaling $9,210.17 to the following 
groups/organizations:

• $400 -  Southeastern Elementary School; for Explore Learning 
 Reflex Math online program
• $289.97 - Southeastern Elementary School; classroom upgrades
• $350 -  Southeastern Elementary School; non-traditional 
 curriculum  
• $300 -  Baldwin Elementary School; materials for a 
 pollinator garden
• $500 -  QPSD #172 Sp. Ed. Cross Cat. Room; water therapy 
 and swimming opportunities for special needs students
• $300 -  Quincy Junior High School; classroom library
• $550 -  Community for Christ Assistance Center; Central 
 Schools Back to School Fair
• $400 -  Mid-America Military Salute; event honoring veterans
• $500 -  Payson-Seymour Elementary School; Chromebooks
• $750 -  Police Benevolent & Protective Association; new K-9 
 unit for Quincy Police Dept. 
• $520.20 - JWCC Foundation; supplies for students enrolled in  
 College for Life program for individuals with 
 intellectual/developmental disabilities
• $500 -  St. Rose Catholic Church (Rushville); lighting upgrades 
 in sanctuary
• $500 -  Quincy Senior High School; technology updates and   
 learning stations
• $350 -  Living Faith United Methodist Church; Southeastern   
 Backpack project
• $500 -  Adams County Fairgrounds; rebuild the sheep barn
• $450 -  The HUB-Arts and Cultural Center; computer
• $350 -  Cornerstone: Foundations for Families; 
 advocacy activities
• $500 -  Golden Friends; WiFi ready Smart TV for 
 Golden Library
• $500 -  St. Peter, St. Dominic, St. Francis, & Blessed Sacrament  
 Schools; Reading Recovery program
• $300 -  Early Childhood Center; materials for dramatic 
 play area
• $400 -  St. Anthony’s Parish; materials for Grief Share program

Penny Power grants to date now total $488,133.07! The next 
deadline to apply for a Penny Power grant is October 7, 2019.  

Penny Power Grants 
Awarded
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Parents preparing for the arrival of a little one have 
lots to think about when it comes to babyproofing 
their home. There are the usual tasks to check off 
the babyproofing list, such as putting poisons and 
medications out of reach, securing tall furniture 
that could topple, and installing cabinet and 
toilet locks.
 Adams Electric Cooperative and Safe Electric-
ity remind you that along with usual babyproofing 
tasks, your to-do list should also include 
electrical dangers.
 According to the National Fire Protection As-
sociation, approximately 2,400 children suffer from 
shock and burns each year caused by items being 
inserted into the slots of electrical receptacles. 
Even more alarming is that on average, 12 children 
die from these injuries every year.
 Although many of today’s newer or remodeled 
homes have AFCI (arc fault circuit interrupter) and 
GFCI (ground fault circuit interrupter) technology 
to help prevent electrical fires and shocks, parents 
cannot rely on that solely to protect their little ones. 
They aren’t always a match for a toddler’s schemes 
and they also need to be tested regularly to make 
sure they are in working order.

Tamper-free outlets
Most grandparents did not have these as an option 
when they were bringing home baby, but the Na-
tional Electrical Code requires tamper-free outlets 
in homes built in 2008 or after.
 Tamper-free outlets feature slots that appear to 
be filled with plastic. The plastic serves as a type 
of spring-loaded shutter that only opens when 
pushed at the same time (like when plugging 
something in).

Baby-Proofing 
Your Home 

from Electrical Dangers

Normal Hours: 
The Hearth Showroom @ 20th & Broadway, Quincy, IL: Monday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Tues Closed, Wed - Fri 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. * Sunday Closed 
Mendon, IL Office: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

 
 

www.facebook.com/brueningheatingandair 

www.brueningheating.com 

Other outlet-related options include:
• Outlet plate covers that have slides on them that  
 must be moved slightly before plugging 
 something in; 
• outlet plugs; and 
• outlet caps (like a plug but easier to remove)
Plugs and caps are great, but remember babies 
grow into toddlers who can crack the code (remove 
them) and they are completely ineffective if adults 
forget to replace them after short-term tasks 
like vacuuming.

Also be careful when using extension cords around 
crawling babies and toddlers. Put them away as 
soon as you are done with them. And check for 
long electrical cords that span the floor and secure 
them with cord covers to avoid trip/crawl hazards.

Other helpful items to consider using:
• Power strip covers (or hide strips behind 
 furniture and out of baby’s sight)
• Cord shortening devices so cords do not have  
 excess length or droop
• Anti-unplug device (a box-like outlet cover  
 with one open side) so baby can’t 
 unplug devices
• Masking tape when traveling – use it to cover  
 unused outlets or tape down cords.
 
For more information about electrical safety, visit 

SafeElectricity.org.
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Sometimes it’s easier to learn and retain informa-
tion when you’re having fun, so this year Adams 
Electric employees livened up the business meeting 
with a “Family Feud” game. Questions pertained 
to new technology and its benefits to members. 
Each team consisted of employees who acted as the 
“Transformer” and “Wiredhand” families. Members 
learned about the Member Link app, wind power, 
electric vehicles, the outage management system, 
and automation on the distribution system. 
 In addition to the Family Feud game, the Co-op 
brought Plinko and Wheel of Wow to our Co-op 
booths. If the lines to the Plinko and Wheel of Wow 
games were any indication of their success, we’d 
say they were a hit! Many members who played 
went home with Adams Electric lunch bags, power 
strips, hats, chip clips, flashlights, etc. Kids picked 
out stickers, glow bracelets, funny sunglasses, yo-
yos, or one of several other small toys. 
 Members had the opportunity to enter to win an 
Echo Plus smart speaker at the Technology Tent. 

The winner 
was Phyllis Barton 
whose name was drawn 
during the meeting. 
 Also at the Technology Tent, members 
learned more about the Member Link app, receiving 
answers to questions and getting help setting up their 
accounts. The Member Link app can be used on your 
smart phone or tablet and offers an easy way to report 
and view outages, track usage, and make payments. For 
those interested, who didn’t get a chance to visit the 
booth, you can always call the co-op and we’ll walk 
you through the process.
 This year, we served a delicious roast beef sandwich 
meal to 1,119 attendees (461 members). Popcorn and 
soda was available through the Lions Club and numer-
ous members enjoyed the free shaved ice. 
 Adams Electric recently purchased a 2019 Chevy 
Bolt EV with the purpose of educating members on 
electric vehicles. Bill Stalder, Manager of Marketing/
Member Services explained to members that the Chevy 
Bolt EV gets 119 MPGe (miles per gasoline gallon 
equivalent) with an ANNUAL cost of about $504/year 

(based on 15,000 miles per year at Adams Electric’s 
11.9 cent per kWh rate). Members had the oppor-

tunity to sign up for a test drive. Call Bill Stalder 
if you’d like to learn more! (920428-001)
    During the business meeting, Board 
President Roger Busen welcomed the crowd 
and discussed the past, present, and future. 
He reminded them of the commitment 
of neighbors working together to bring 
electricity to the rural community. “We 
understand the spirit that helped create this 
co-op must be continually nurtured,” he said. 

“While times and technology will continue to 
change, our commitment to you will not.” 

  Busen mentioned many of the technol-
ogy improvements for more reliable service includ-

ing more efficient ways to track and dispatch service 
orders, faster call processing, and new ways to pay 
electric bills, report outages, and track energy usage on 
the co-op’s website and the Member Link app. 
 Busen said, “As we continue to look toward the 
future, you can be confident that Adams Electric Co-
operative will commit to explore new ways to help our 
members and our community.” 
 Special guest John Sullivan provided an overview 
of Illinois agriculture issues, discussed specialty crops 
such as hemp, and detailed his role as director of the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture. 
 Adams Electric’s Penny Power program continues 
to be a popular way to fund projects for community 
organizations. Manager of Marketing/Member Services 
Bill Stalder presented a $500 Penny Power check to Jon 
McCoy of the Adams County Fair Association. Other 
recipients from this latest grant cycle include Baldwin 
Elementary School, Community for Christ Assistance 
Center, St. Rose Catholic Church in Rushville and many 
others. A total of $488,133 in grants has been awarded 
since the program’s inception.

(Continued on page 10)
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GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.

936 Broadway, Suite F, Quincy, IL
217-222-5020
Make a generous donation online:

unitedwayadamsco.org

LIVE UNITED

BECAUSE WE ALL WIN
WHEN A CHILD SUCCEEDS,

AND WHEN PEOPLE
ARE HEALTHY.

WHEN FAMILIES ARE 
FINANCIALLY STABLE,

 Each year, Adams Electric selects students to partici-
pate in the Youth to Washington trip, sponsored by the 
electric and telephone cooperatives. Manager of Commu-
nications Laura Bergman presented plaques to this year’s 
participants, Paul Cornwell and Olivia Rodgers, who 
shared high points of the trip with meeting attendees. 
 Sophie Marcolla of Quincy was recognized as an 
NRECA Glenn English Scholarship winner. She received 
the only $10,000 scholarship awarded annually by the co-
op’s national association.
 Treasurer Kris Farwell reported the cooperative had 
a solid financial year in 2018, with a net margin of $1.4 
million. The area experienced extreme temperatures in 
the winter and summer, which favorably affected the co-
op’s bottom line. She said, “Our total revenue for the year 
increased by $1,257,000 to $23.6 million. Energy usage 
increased to a record 175 million kilowatt-hours, for an 
overall increase of 6.5 percent over 2017. Revenue from 

sales increased 5.8 percent while the total cost of 
electric service increased 5.7 percent.”
 In March, Adams Electric retired $391,000 in 
2017 delayed capital credits. Another $392,000 in 
capital credits were retired in December, for a total re-
tirement of $783,000. To date, the co-op has returned 
$8,200,000 in capital credits. Capital credits represent 
the margin between a cooperative’s revenues and ex-
penses. They are allocated annually to each member 
based on their proportional share of business and will 
return them at a future date. This practice is unique to 
the cooperative business model.
 Retiring directors Alan Acheson of Rushville 
and Lyle Waner of Loraine were each honored for 
21 years of dedicated service to the members. New 
candidates Eric Ewing of Rushville and Brent Clair of 
Loraine were elected to the co-op’s board of directors. 

Laura Meyer of Liberty was re-elected to the board.
 General Manager Jim Thompson finished the 

meeting with the Family Feud-style game. 
        Grand prize winners of the $80 

electric bill credits were: Lyle Forsythe, 
Glen Koch, Wayne Hillman, Shirley 

McClain, and Kurt Schaffnit. 
  Thank you to all those 

who attended to make this a 
fantastic meeting. Adams 
Electric is YOUR Co-
operative and we truly 
appreciate you taking the 
time to attend. Please, 
mark your calendar for 
next year’s annual meeting 

on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 9, 2020. It’s always the 

Wednesday after Labor Day. 
See you then!

New directors Eric Ewing, left, and Brent Clair, 
middle, were elected to the board of directors. 
Laura Meyer, right, was re-elected for a third term.

(Continued from page 9)



Jalapeño Popper Mummies
Submitted by Laura Bergman

10 jalapeño peppers, sliced in half
 lengthwise with seeds removed 
8 oz. cream cheese, room temperature
8 oz. jack cheese, shredded
1 green onion, finely chopped
1/2 tsp. salt
1 pkg. crescent rolls
2 eggs, beaten
Candy eyeballs

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. In a small 
bowl, mix the cream cheese, jack cheese, 
green onion, and salt until well blended. 
Roll out crescent rolls and separate into 
4 rectangles (not triangles) with a perfo-
ration in the middle of each. Press your 
fingers into the perforations to seal. Using 
a pizza cutter, cut each rectangle into 10 
long pieces lengthwise. Fill each jala-
peño half with the cheese mixture. Wrap 
each jalapeño half with the dough, leav-
ing a space for the eyes. Use two pieces 
of dough if necessary. Brush with egg 
mixture and place on baking sheet. Bake 
in oven for 8-10 minutes. Remove from 
the oven and press the eyes into the cheese 
where the opening is. Serve immediately.

Texas Brownies
Submitted by Lisa Adams

2 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 cup shortening
1/2 cup buttermilk (or substitute with  
 1/2 cup milk and 2 tsp. 
 apple cider vinegar)
1 tsp. vanilla
2 cups granulated sugar
1 cup water
2 eggs
1/2 cup butter
1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa
1 tsp. baking soda

Frosting:
1/2 cup butter
3 1/2 cups unsifted powdered sugar
2 Tbsp. cocoa
1/4 cup milk
1 tsp. vanilla 

In a large bowl, combine flour and sugar. 
Set aside. In heavy saucepan, combine 
butter, shortening, water, and cocoa. Stir 
and heat to boiling. Poor boiling mixture 
over flour/sugar mixture. Add the but-
termilk, eggs, baking soda, and vanilla. 
Mix well with wooden spoon. Pour into 
17 1/2” x 11” jelly roll pan. Bake at 400 
degrees for 15-20 minutes or until done. 
While brownies bake, prepare frosting. 
In a saucepan, combine butter, cocoa, 
and milk. Heat to boiling, stirring. Add 
the powdered sugar and vanilla and stir 
until smooth. Let cool slightly, then pour 
over the slightly cooled brownies. Cool 
completely before cutting. 

Taco Dip Graveyard
Submitted by Laura Bergman

1 lb. ground beef
1 can refried beans
1 (8 oz.) can tomato sauce
1 pkg. taco mix
1 sm. grated onion
1/4 to 1/2 tsp. chili powder
1 pt. sour cream
Tomatoes
Black olives
Shredded cheddar cheese
Lettuce
Flour tortillas

Brown ground beef and drain. Add 
beans, tomato sauce, taco mix, onions, 
and chili powder. Heat to boil, then 
reduce heat, and simmer for 5 minutes. 
Layer sour cream, tomatoes, black 
olives, cheese, taco meat mixture, and 
lettuce. 

Tortilla graves:
Cut flour tortillas into tree and grave 
stone shapes. Brush with olive oil or 
butter and place on baking sheet lined 
with parchment. Bake 8-10 minutes at 
375 degrees until golden brown. 
Optional: decorate grave stones with 
food markers (available with cake 
decorating items).
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Jalapeño Popper Mummies

Eye Doctor Helps
Legally Blind To See

High Technology For Low Vision Patients Allows Many To Drive Again

F
or many patients with 
 macular degeneration 
and other vision-related 
 conditions, the loss of  central 
visual detail also  signals 

the end to one of the last bastion of 
 independence:  driving. A Mascoutah 
 optometrist, Dr. Marianne McDaniel, 
is using  miniaturized telescopes that 
are mounted in glasses to help people 
who have lost vision from  macular 
 degeneration and other eye conditions.
 Some patients consider Dr. 
Marianne McDaniel the last stop for 
people who have vision loss, one of only 
a few doctors in the world who  specialize 
in fitting bioptic telescopes to help those 
who have lost vision due to  macular 
degeneration, diabetic  retinopathy, and 
other debilitating eye diseases.
 Imagine a pair of glasses that can 
improve your vision enough to change 
your life. If you’re a low vision patient, 
you’ve probably not only imagined 
them, but have been searching for 
them. Bioptic telescopes may be the 
breakthrough in optical technology that 

will give you the independence you’ve 
been looking for. Patients with vision 
in the 20/200 range can many times be 
improved to 20/50 or better.
 Macular degeneration is the  leading 
cause of blindness and vision loss in 
people over 50. Despite this, most adults 
are not familiar with the  condition. As 
many as 25% of those over the age of 50 
have some degree of macular degenera-
tion. The macula is only one small part 

combination of vitamins experienced 
improved vision after six months.
 While age is the most significant risk 
factor for developing the disease, hered-
ity, smoking, cardiovascular  disease, and 
high blood pressure have also been iden-
tified as risk factors.
 Macular degeneration accounts 
for 90% of new legal blindness in the 
U.S. While there is currently no cure, 
 promising research is being done on 
many fronts. “My job is to figure out 
everything and anything possible to keep 
a person functioning, especially driv-
ing,” says Dr. McDaniel.
 “Bioptic telescopes can cost over 
$2,000,” said Dr. McDaniel,  “especially 
if we build them with an automatic 
sunglass.”
 “The major benefit of the bioptic 
telescope is that the lens  automatically 
focuses on whatever you’re  looking 
at,” said Dr. McDaniel. “It’s like a 
self- focusing camera, but much more 
precise.”
 To learn more about  bioptic 
 telescopes or to schedule a  consul tation, 
give Dr. McDaniel a call. You can also 
visit Dr. McDaniel’s website.

www.lowvisionofsouthil.com

(618) 566-8899
Office located in 

Mascoutah, Illinois

Marianne McDaniel, O.D.

Illinois

A scene as it might be viewed by a person 
with age-related macular degeneration.

of the retina; however, it is the most 
sensitive and gives us sharp central 
vision. When it degenerates, macular 
 degeneration leaves a blind spot right in 
the  center of vision, making it difficult 
or  impossible to recognize faces, read a 
book, or pass the driver’s vision test.
 Nine out of 10 people who have 
macular degeneration have the dry form. 
New research suggests vitamins can 
help. The British medical journal BMC 
Ophthalmology recently reported that 
56% of patients treated with a high-dose 

ADVERTISEMENT

Taco Dip Graveyard

And the winner is...
Lisa Adams

Members submitted copies of their 
favorite recipes at the Annual Meeting. 
One winner was drawn from all entries 
received. Congratulations to our winner 
who received a basket of kitchen items! 
Enjoy Lisa’s recipe above.
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Early Tin Dusters
Oct. 19-20, Quincy. Nearly 800 
cars attend. Pre 1948 car show 
on Saturday in downtown Quincy 
from 8am-4pm. & on Sunday at 
Upper Moorman Park from 8am-
3pm. Awards presentation on 
Sunday at 2pm. More details for 
registrants at earlytindusters.com.

Quincy Preserves 
Home Tour
Oct. 19 (10am-4pm), Quincy. 
Six-location tour of Mansions to 
Mid Century architecture. Tickets 
are $15 in advance, available at 
Domestics, Etc., Emerald City 
Jewelers, or Kirlins.

Hannibal Jaycees 
Warehouse of Nightmares
Sept. 27-28, every Fri. & Sat. in 
Oct., Nov. 1-2 (7pm-12am) & Oct. 
31 (5pm-12am), Tanyard Gardens, 
320 S. 3rd St., Hannibal, MO. 
Haunted house, zombie paintball, 
escape room, and double escape 
room.  

Pumpkin Farm  
Family Fun
Saturdays (10am-6pm) & Sundays 
(10am-5pm) Sept. 21-Oct. 30, 
Autumn Moon Family Farm, 
122 Mill St., Mendon. Pumpkin 
farm, corn maze, barrel train, 
jumping pillow, pedal karts, giant 
slingshot, super slide, kids zipline, 
concession stand, and lots more. 
AutumnMoonFamilyFarm.com

Benefit for Ollie
Oct. 5 (11am-8pm), Grove Inn, 
6510 Broadway, Quincy. People’s 
choice rib contest, silent auction 
(ends at 5pm), live auction (starts 
at 6pm), sand volleyball, corn hole, 
music, and lunch. Benefit for Ollie 
Schoonover who was diagnosed 
with B Cell Lymphoblastic 
Lymphoma. (217) 577-6788

Trick-or-Trivia
for Pawz and Tails
Oct. 5 (doors open at 6pm, trivia 
starts at 7pm), South Side Boat 
Club, 640 S. Front St., Quincy. 
Proceeds benefit Homeward 
Bound Waggin. 

Pike Co. Fall Pickin Days
Oct. 19 & 20 (9am-4pm), Pike 
County. County-wide event with 
crafts, antiques, yard sales, food 
vendors, flea markets, and more. 

Soup in the Woods
Oct. 20 (11am-2pm), Dixon Lodge, 
Jensen Woods Camp, 1498 275 E 
St., Timewell. Soups, sandwiches, 
and desserts. Freewill offering. 

Firefighter Visit
Oct. 21 (6-6:45pm), Quincy Public 
Library. Fire safety and prevention, 
bunker gear, and fire truck. Space is 
limited. Sign up by calling (217) 223-
1309 x501.

Calendar of Events

Deadlines:
Nov. Events.........Oct. 1 Feb. Events......Jan. 1
Dec. Events........Nov. 1      March Events...Feb. 1
Jan. Events........Dec. 1      April Events......Mar. 1
Send event title, date(s), time(s), address, town,
brief description, cost (if any), and contact phone #.
Mail to: Attn: Laura, Adams Electric, P.O. Box 247, 
Camp Point, IL  62320; call (800) 232-4797; 
email: lbergman@adamselectric.coop; 
or submit online at: adamselectric.coop

Quincy City Hall
United Way Fundraiser
Oct. 11 (11am-2pm), Quincy City 
Hall, 730 Maine. Chili & hot dog 
lunch to benefit United Way of 
Adams Co. Bake sale, raffles, and 
50/50. 

Harvest Day
Oct. 13 (1-5pm), Round Barn Area 
Museum, Hwy 336 by Adams Co. 
Fairgrounds, Mendon. Pumpkin 
carving by Steve Hemm. Pumpkin 
painting for children. Gourds exhibit. 
Pumpkins & produce for sale. Print 
shop demonstrations. Serving 
donuts & cider. (217) 455-4625

Messenger of Peace
Oct. 14 (7pm), St. Francis Catholic 
Church, Quincy. Theatrical portrait 
of Francis of Assisi by Franciscan 
Friar Robert Hutmacher. Ten scenes 
conveying story of person whose 
life was changed by Francis. Based 
on 13th century chronicles. Tickets: 
$25 at eventbrite.com or cash only 
at door. 

Bingo for Special Needs 
Community
Oct. 16 (6:30pm), Union United 
Methodist Church. All ages 
welcome. Families, caregiver or 
support staff welcome. Have fun, 
meet friends, win prizes. No charge.

Perhaps you are 
familiar with an 
undesirable aspect of 
electronics: vampire 
loads. Vampire loads come 
from devices that use 
electricity even when they 
appear to be off. The primary 
culprits are chargers, set-top 
television boxes, instant-
on televisions, and gaming 
systems. There are others, but 
these four represent the major 
offenders. 
 So how does the average 
family combat these dreaded vampire loads? 
Garlic garlands? Silver bullets? 
 Fortunately, none of the remedies of fable are nec-
essary. You just need to change how you handle these 
energy-sucking electronics. Here are a few suggestions.
• Unplug chargers when not in use. 
• Invest in smart power strips. These look like normal 
power strips but have a twist; one of the outlets is the 
“master” that receives power all the time. The others are 
off. When the device connected to the master outlet turns 
on, the rest of the outlets receive power too. Ingenious and 
perfect for entertainment set ups. Have the television in 
the master outlet and when you turn it on, the set-top box, 
speakers, streaming devices, etc. will turn on too. They are 
also ideal for PCs and their peripherals.
• Turn off the instant-on function on your TV. Turn off 
set-top boxes that do not contain the DVR functionality or 
use a smart power strip.
• Disable automatic updates in gaming consoles and 
turn the console completely off when you finish using it. 
• When replacing any device or appliance, look for an 
EnergyStar rated product.

Vampire loads are a real problem that will only continue 
to grow as the digital age advances. But you can fight the 
vampires with vigilance and application of the recommen-
dations above. Check with Adams Electric Cooperative for 
additional suggestions and energy-saving advice. 

Tom Tate writes on cooperative issues for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the Arlington, 
Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 900-plus consumer-
owned, not-for-profit electric cooperatives. Adams Electric offers loans for geothermal heat 

pumps, air-to-air heat pumps, energy-efficient win-
dows, doors, insulation, and even back-up generators. 
Rates are very reasonable. Call (800) 232-4797 for 
more details.

Loan Program

O ‘ D O N N E L L’ S

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, INC.

Local, Dependable, & Trustworthy Since 1946

217-222-0049    www.odonnellspestcontrol.com




